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I. READING

1. Read the passage and decide whether the sentences are true (T) or false (F). Circle T or F.

In the past few decades, the countryside has experienced lots of changes. Because of
population growth, more products are needed. Therefore, more factories have been constructed,
and young people have more choice of jobs apart from becoming farmers. When big cities have
become more and more polluted, the fresher atmosphere in the countryside attracts more
people. Rich people who live in the city for their work often buy a second home in the countryside
to spend their weekend and holiday. As a result, the countryside is no longer a small community
of rural people. In fact, in many parts of the countryside, there are urban people from nearby
cities. Additionally, the introduction of the internet creates more opportunities for increasing
rural people’s knowledge. Many farmers have used machines for tasks that used to be done by
hand, which helps them save labour. In the near future, it is expected that the countryside will

gradually become more similar to big cities.

1. The passage is about changes in the countryside. T F
2. Young people in the countryside can only become farmers. il F

3. Some people working in the city stay in the countryside at the weekend. T F



4. People in the countryside don’t use the internet. T F

5. Inthe near future, there will be no difference between country life and city il F
life.

2. Fill each blank with one suitable word from the box. Write the word in the gap.

living satisfaction interviews salary optimistic

A new survey has found that Brit ish people who live in the countryside are more
(1) than those who live in big cities. According to it, between January and
September 2013, the (2) ratings of people living in the countryside leapt from
20.5 to 30.8 per cent, an increase of five per cent compared to the previous year. These rural
people all shared that the cost of (3) , medical service and education had
improved significantly. As a result, they feel less pressure and enjoy life more. At the same
time, people in big cities were worried and their confidence about job and the economy fell
3.9 per cent. The guality of life, obtained from (4) , was reported to be three times
higher in the countryside than that in the city. Nevertheless, young people still prefer big cities

because of higher job demand, higher (5) and more interesting life.

—The end -



