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THE CITY OF

Arriving in Fretburg by train, you might
notice the solar panelled towers of the
station building. Thése solar panels are
everywhere; on the football stadium,
hotels, the conference centre, and even
a factary With 1,800 houss of sunghine
per year, soiar power is the main source
of energy in Freiburg, making it one of
the most ecologically Iriendly cities in
the world. (a)

In Freiburg it all began in the 19705,
when local people were strongly against
plans for & auclear power station

nearby. The historic cenure has been
car-free since 1973, wath over 400 km of
cycle paths! (b) In the area called
Rieselfeld, residents ve in small blocks
of south-facing fiats called ‘passive’
houses. The design of these houses keeps

THE FUTURE?

them wann or cool, without needing
central heating or air conditioning at all
(e). . The houses cost around 10% more
to buiid, but over many years they cut
energy bills and energy loss by 9%,
Vauban is another guiet area, with salar
panels everywhers and a large number
of passive houses. (d) . Officially, anly
one person in four has a car and it costs
around 18,000 euros @ year to keep one
outside town, in & 'solar-garage’

In the area of Vauban calied "Solar
Settlement’, the situation i even more
surprising. It all starved with salar
architect Rolf Disch when he built his
own house, the Hellotrope, over 25 years
aga. The Helictrope rotates with the sun
and produces five times mone enarpy
than it needs (e)

In the solar settement itsell, the b:ighlly—
colourad termoed houses are also ‘plus
energy’ homes Each one produces four
times mare enerngy than it needs ()

This makes around 6,000 euros a year for
each home-owner

In Freiburg, being green is part of the
economy, and local people buy shared in
different preen projects, for example the
solar football stadium. Not surprisingly,
this remarkable eco-city has won many
awards and other German cities are now
competing o become more eco-friendly:
So why aren't more countnies arourd the
world doing the same?



1 Complete the article with these sentences.

1

2

3

2

It was the first building in the worid to produce more
energy than it required,

In fact, some say that Frelburg generaies nearly as
much solar power as the whole of the UK.

It s a safe, clean area. It is busy, but with people and
bicycles instead of vehicles.

However, it is the modarn residential districts on the
cutskirts which most mterest environmentalists,
Special systems for the air-flow, windows which are
triple-glazed for insulation and even the body-heat
of the peaple inside help keep the temperatune the
same year round.

Solar collectors then send any exira energy back 1o
the city.

Complete the grammar rules with these words.

completed « mn!inua-; ;:i-ﬁc « started
the past » the present

We use the present perfect simple to talk about an event
in (a) without saying when it
happened.

We use it to lalk about recent events that have a result in
(b} . o

We also use it 1o talk about actions or situstions

that (<) in the past but

{d) in the present.

We use the past simple to describe

(e} e . BEONE BN The past. Wie also

use it when we mention the (f)
moment in the past when something happened.

& Match the underlined words in the article to the
definitions.

1
2
3
4

w

the people who live in a town

produced
prizes you get for being successful

maoves in a circle around a fixed central point

an effect

& pans of a company you can buy 10 invest money

—

woken up 5o he hasnt
had his breakfast .

They've

and | don't think they

We've

| want to go there again.
Tom has kived in Birmingham
he started university.

Our teacher taught in China
a year belare she came to our school.

won the World Cup
will
visited Barcelona but



6 Complete the text using the appropriate form
of the verbs given.
(a) ... (you ever hear} of the mountain
village of Hallstatt in Austria? It (b)
(have) a pretty central square, wooden houses,
a clock tower, and a fountain. The village
(e) (lie) next to a lake and it
(d) - (be) there for hundreds of years.
The village in the photo, however, is not in Austria,
but in Guangdong province, China. It is a copy of
the Austrian village. It (e) [not exist) for
hundreds of years; it (f) {only be) there
since 2012. The mayor of Hallstatt (g)
{go) over from Austria after the builders
{h) .. (finish) to take part in the opening
ceremony.
Hallstatt is one of many international towns or
landmarks in China. Around Shanghai, they

] (build) many towns with different
themaes in recent years. Visitors from big cities
0] (like} these ‘foreign’ towns because

they (k) (be) quiet, green and historic.






