Reading: First jobs

n Which jobs do you think these people did before they were rich

and famous?

Brad Pitt Johnny Depp  Michael Dall

removal man  dish washer driver telemarketer
musician promotions representative

E Read the texts quickly and check your pradictions

B Read the texts again and find this information

1 Who went 10 unaersity? and
2 Who got some good advice abouvtwork?

3 Who trained 1o ba an actory ——

4 Who worked in telesales? - &

Some of the most famous people in the world
started their working lives in the most humdrum
.obs. In his carly twenties, Brad Pitt dropped out of
a degree in advertising and journalism. and drove
in Hollywood to pursue his childhood droam of
becoming an actor. As for many sspiring actors,
the early days were tough and Fitt did various
part-time jobs while he was taking acting lessons.
He worked as a limo chauffeur, a fridge removal
man, and he even dressed up in a chicken costume
o attract customers when he was working for the
Mexican fast food chain El Pollo Loco

Actor Jx thngyy Dey

AS 3 tesna P Cropped out of

school ar 15

Ber b | |_'||. .
called The Kid . ®d guitar with a e
| ARtor 15 # roc i
salesigy ds. A &r Lhat, he Wirked .]ﬂ.ii -ad

+ 130, @ position he

Trause he ysed
; X 1 W . e
Wred. “You're c3l)

once callod his 'f::jlpi,;“
ing 114 VDIiCces “"}ll.ln ]1.. ‘lﬂ
o cal) them_ * h E people who don 2
Volco and r\ 1@ recalls. “You put op y

their name And sell them .'.ui“IJUim‘ ) -
pens when I'_nllh_‘ii on them * “‘H!\ T f h“? .“’*!h
that he try .::.:3 friend Nicolas (.‘aﬂéfl ﬁuﬂ‘:-‘jlh Ll
Nighta ing. At 22 he got h SUgRested
4 are on Elm Strens is first role in A

.'T'I'I'
||iﬂ1-"¢
. Was
I want yoy
our best fake

Ilin

————
T Te—— A

Al the age of 12, the founder of Dell computers,
Michae! Dell was washing dishes in a Chinesa
restawrant for $2.30 an hour. Dell had sevoral more
jobs like that and by the age of 16 he was selling
newspaper subscriptions. He recalls, T'd call
people on the phone and try 1o convinee them to
buy the newspaper. | discovered that people who
were moving into new houses or aperimonts were
buying more newspapers than ot her people, so 1
tried 10 find those people and that worked very
wall.” By the time Dall snrolled at the University of
Texas, he was already a successful businessman.
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n Find the words and expressions in the texts which have a similar meaning

to these expressions. Speaking: Recalling the past
1 boring and having no variety (text 1)

Work i roups. Ask and
2 left a course before it finished (texts 1 and 2) B th: pik:':’::;g ’
3 try to achieve something he's always wanted (text 1) 1 What were you doing at this time:
4 it was difficult at first (text 1) a yesterday?
5 notreal (text 2) b last week?
& remembers an event from the past (texts 2 and 3) 2 What were you doing when you were:
a 12 years old?
Grammar: Past continuous b 15 yeers old?
B Find seven examples of the past continuous in the texts, 3 Were you working when you were:
a Match the uses of the past continuous in the table to the examples in a 187 (How much were you eaming?)
exercise 5. b 227
Past continuous ammmmpmmldaingw
they were these ages? And what about
were in progress at a particular time in the past. unusual jobs?

2 Woe often use the past continuous together with the past simple. The past
continuous gives the background details or describes longer events,

3 We can also use the past continuous to show two or more actions were
in progress at the same time.

While he was studying at university, he was also running a
successful business.

When, while and as often introduce the action or situation in progress which is
interrupted by another action or event. The shorter action can be introduced
by when but not while.

»> For more information on the past continuous, sée page 145,

Complete these celebrity anecdotes with the past simple or past
continuous form of the verbs, The first one has been done for you,

1 Atthe age of 19 Jennifer Lopez _ was working  (work) in a legal
office in New York during the dayand —_________ (dance) in
nightclubs in Manhattan in the evenings. She was also

(take) dancing lessons in her free time,

2 ComeronDisz—_ (worklasamodel whenshe
(get)a partin The Mask, afilmthat ______ (transform) the 21-year-old
IO an instant star,

3 In 1990 J K Rowling e (sit) o1 a train in London when the idea
forHamy Potter _______ (occur) to her. She recalls, ‘Really, the best thing
about workinginan office wasthat | (can) type up my stories on
my computer when no one — (look).”

TALKING POINT




Reading: Humour in hard times

Look at the photos. What kind of business does Anya Hindmarch have? Do you
think this type of company does well or badly in times of an economic recession?

ﬂ Read the article about handbag designer, Anya Hindmarch and put these events in
chronological order.

a When the writer visited Anya's office, the male employees were growing beards.

b During the recession Anya gave a humerous presentation to motivate her staff

¢ The web team had the idea of a beard-growing competition while they were having
dinner with Anya.

d By the age of 19, Anya Hindmarch had set up her own business, although she hadn't
been 1o business school.

e One evening she invited members of staff to her home for dinner.

f Herhandbag stores became suceessful.

|
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A Fun-and-Games Strategy
Part One

When 1 walked into the handbag designer Anya Hindmarch's head
office in London last month, I was surprised to see all of the men
were growing long beards. It was a beard-growing contest, with
prizes for growth and creativity,’ zays Ms Hindmarch. ‘Tt was the
web team’s idea,’ she explains, "We had them for supper at home
and my husband James hadn't shaved® that morning. We were
joking around* when we came up with the plan’

Last year sales at the handbag store were up four per centat a
fime when most luxury businesses were experiencing hard times.
Perhaps Ms Hindmarch's shop was successful because she had set
up her company by the age of 19, or perhaps because she hadn't
gone to business school, or perhaps because she had made her
name with stylish evening bags and fun bags with personalized
images. |

Me H.mdma.rc:h says her slmtegy is about humour and cost-cutting.
o a year ago when she

Carry On*' kmd Tt made them laugh she Says. She explains the
idea was about working hard and building a sense of community in
hard times.

shave: cut hair very close to the skin, especially from the face

joke around: say things that are furny

slide: a single page of a presentation created with software like PowerPoint
carry en: contnue doing something

a Discuss these questions in pairs,
1 What do you remember about Anya's fun-and-gamas strategy?

2 Would you like to work for someone like Anya? Why?/Why not?




Grammar: Past tenses

n Read and complete the table with these tenses:

past simple, past perfect or past continuous. Then
find two other examples of the past perfect in part

one of the article.

Past tenses

We form the past perfectusing _______+
— of the main verb.

1 Weusethe
happened in the past.
She first began her fun-and-games strategy a
year ago when she made an internal presentation.
2 Weusethe _______ to talk about things that
were in progress at a particular time in the past
We were joking around when we came up with
the plan.

3 When we want to show that one action or

event ha before another in the past, we
usethe _______ to talk about the earlier one.

They came for dinner and my husband hadn't
shaved that moming.

4 We can use the —___ 10 talk about life
experience before & point of time in the past.
She had set up her company by the age of 19.

See pages 164 and 165 for more information
on past tanses,

to talk about things that

B Look at these things that are mentioned in
part two of the article. What do you think
happened next?

ice cream manicure little girl
makeover £50 note

Complete part two of the articls by putting the verbs in the
past simple, past continuous or past perfect. Sometimes more
than one option is possible,
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A Fun-and-Games Strategy
Part Two

After her presentation, Ms Hindmarch handed out £50
notes that she ! (Photocopy) to every employee
saying: "If you can think of a way to save £500, I'll give
youarealnote Theaim2__ (be)to think about
saving. so that people were rethinking business travel and
3 (not/order) expensive office equipment. By the

end of the year, the company 4 (zave) £25,000,
To motivate her employees, she 5 (offer ) them
a weekly manicure® so that they & {not/have

ta) leave the office to get one This way they 7 i
(spend) more time at work. The handbag designer then
8 __ (extend) her ideas to her customers and
started joint ventures with other brands: an ice cream

brand* 9 {serve) icecream in-store for a week;
and a cosmetic brand 10 (give) customers
makeovers*

AS a result, more pecple Came into the stores. 'Our
customers felt we 11 {treat®) them like friends’
she says. 'One mother came in 1o buy her daughter an
Itecream and the daughier announced the next time she
12 (want) both an icecream and a handbag'

manieure: a treatment for hands and nalls

brand: & name given to & product so that it can be easily recognized
give someone a makeover: make someone more attractive by
giving them new clothes, a new hair style. etc.

treai: behave towards someone in a partioular way



