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Reading Comprehension

Before you read, can you answer questions 1-37

ficad the first paragraph to check.
1 The CGlympic Games are
a 1.000 years old
b Z.000 years ald,
¢ 3,006 years old
2 The Olympic Games staried in
a Greece,. b lialyv. © Egypl.
3 The Olympie Games are samed after

a agod b oa place ¢ & TIVEL

b MNow read paragraphs A=C and match the
1 words (o their meaning,

1 races or competitioms
2 lietle by latle

¥} money you have 1o pay when you do
wasething illegal

4 medels or figures, usually of a person
5 wery important and J or large
& to prohibie something

peaple whe belong to other people
amdd wark for no money

§ 2 place or locarion
9 uncovered
|0 a ,ll'l\'lﬂll'l"l “II‘II.‘TL' }!'H:"\{ racing
lakes place
L=
paragraph,
Paragraph A

| Cheating athletes conld not campete i the
amcient Games.

3 Cheating was strcaly pumshed in the anciem
Lames

3 Only a few special peaple could compete in
the ancient Games.

Paragraph B

I The events were very limated in the ancient
e

2 The anciert Games (ook place in two different
places

3 There were kewer evenits than teday and ne

Leazn spavis,

Paragraph C

1 The ancient Games were hannod bocause
they were oof 2 bad qu.ﬁln'\.,

2 s ifficult now to imagine the glory of
the ancient Games,

3 The ancient Games disappeared buy people
can visin the rains 1oday.

Tick |#) the senience that best summarizes each

OLYMPIC HISTORY

pay a large JIRE and this money
was used to pay for Satoes’ of
Feus, which were focated along
the roude (o the stadnem with
the name of the chedl on el
base To get to the stadiam, the
athieres had 1o walk past 2 the
statues

| Unlike the modem
Dlyenpics, wiich curmenlly
inciudes 55 sparts and neary
400 BNEAIES , many of which are
TEET SpOtS such a5 football and
basketball, the ancient Games
only included indhwidual events

S Types Of svents Took place
in the stadium, imduding
running, discus, javelin, lorg
Jump, wresthing, and baxing
There wis alsg chanot 1a<ing
and horse rding in the
Thippodrome
( The Olyirpic Games
became a imajor sports
event bus the Roman Emperer
Theedesivs | finally decided to
Ban e Olymipic Games in 353
AD after mare than 1000 years
of existence berause he thought
they were 3 pagan cult
disappeansd Snd wad [Ongotten
However, if the 19t century,
archaeciogical work finally
revealed the ruing of Qlympia
and, 1odan), visitors can
apprecate Olympia and imagne
the padt glony of the Games




3 READING
a Read the article. Find three

It's a job you can doas well as your full time job

sdvantages and three disadvantages

of being an extra.

Advantages;

You meet the stars in the film

Itisn't unique

Disadvantapes:

Itisn't well paid.

You get much recognition for your work
You have to work long hours

b- Write true (T) or false (F)

(=]

1 Extras can meet the stars of
the films that they're in.

-

2 You ¢an earn a et of money
being an extra
=

3 People who ook ‘mormal’ get
maoze work than those who
look different.

4 Esxtras need 1o be patient.

wn

Extras need 10 be good-looking
6 Being an extra is a full-time job.
7 Being an extra can be hard work.
8 Extras don't get the recogaition

they deserve,

Match the highlighted words and

phrases to the correct meaning,

the swudio or place
where a film is made

Fd

attractive and exciting

e

standing or sitting
doing nothing

.

normal or typicil

EF

pieces of useful advice
6 wanted, liked the dea
make angry

8 is good or convenient
fior

80 you want o be.a Tilm extra?

This week we talk to Rob Martin, who has written 2 book called You
Can Be A Movie Extro. He also has & company, The Casting Collective,
which was formed in 1999, His company finds work for “extras)
people who want to appear in supporting roles in films or on
television. He now employs 3,000 extras,

Rub avs that people who have 3 more
Svetige sppesrance and denlt stand
out tend to get mene work. He told us
‘Beople who are covered in 1altods o
ane really fat or really tall are onlly st
in more specific roles.

Working s an exira won't lead 1o 2n
Oscar nominaton bt Rob mssss that ¢
15 30 an form, The exras work very
loneg hours andd there's 3 fot of

watting argund . And then theyl
suddenly be required to dance bke
crazy for a nightcuby soene, and more
oiten than not they'll have to dance
wathout arry music, whach ['m sure 15
very dificuil’

80, what does it take
{o be an exira?

Rob says. ‘You have to have a good
sense of humour and you have to be
gble 10 et on with peopie. As an &dra
i's your job not to aanay the stars,
who ahways have 3 lot of pressure on
themn!

One of Rob's exdras, Moboko: Siater, has
appeared a5 an exia ina number of

beg films, bt he hasn't gven up hes day '
o8, He 532 | have 3 full-ime o n

finance i London, bt in recent yeas
I've seen myself in the films Tamd
Redar, Spy Game, and Legally Blonde!
it il began when | fanced doing
something really different and | Shays
kked the idea of mesting him 52 )
apphed ior the role of "Busnes
weeanng smart clothes” in Tamb Roder
and they abaeoasly ied my pectures
because 3 month later | was on the
filfi =8t , | only work as an exira for
about ten days 4 yoar bt hat Suns
s vty weell. 'm already loskong
foeward 1o seeing mysel in the ned
Harmry Pofter Mim!

San

Another extra, Luky Wallis, wams pecple
wiho want &2 be eras that the ob &
ofien not very AmMOIOUS | | wits Once
pad £100 to prefend o be dead for
the day, for an epsode of the TV
peogramme London's Buming'

Rob's book, which = packed weh s
ghowt e im and TV mausiny sSestes
that extras have to be prepared for
amything, He adds: "Working as an exia
doesn't pay very well, but if's ungue
and f's fun. And hough they goni
get much thanks for it, the exras ae 3
maior factor n & film's success - don't
forget that!




