Interview
Assistive Technologies
for Disabled People

Right now we are working with a group

of blind employees here in Washington.
We re studying each person’s needs
and abilities, and then we re going to
find and design equipment for them.

What types of technology do blind users | ",
find he Sful? H >

Mr Hartley can you tell us what youre
working at the moment?

Well, a blind person needs to interact with the computer
.. in some way, and Braille devices and speech synthesis
systems are very useful ways of enabling them to do this,
. as are scanners and voice recognition systems.

What's the difference between voice
recognition and speech synthesis?

Well, voice recognition systems let the use
instruct the computer verballly - b)‘_ltalking.
Speech synthesis systems allow the
computer to communicate with the
user by reading the output from the

Is it easy for blind users to access screen in synthetic speech.
information on the Web? D

Well, that depends on how the website is
designed. Today, web designers are
starting to follow the standards and
guidelines develo_?_ed by the Web
Accessibility Initi

ative.

What's the ?oal of the Web
Accessibility Initiative? '
It tries to make web pages accessible to all users, especially
B . those with disabilities. They encourage designers to use
techniques that help disabled users understand, navigate,
and interact with the Web. For example, they recommen
providing audio descriptions as well as text, or to use
Cascading Style Sheets that can include oral
presenfations

Are big companies

involved in producing . Yes. Microsoft Windows and AEpIe MAC OS support screen
assistive technologies? magnifiers, text-to-speech, talking alerts, etc. Compaq has

DECtalk Express, a speech synthesizer that lets you hear what
is displayed on the screen. IBM has ViaVoice, which is

speech recognition software. GW Micro has a

ull-featured talking computer called Small-Talk Ultra,

which also includes a screen reader fot eh blind,

Wi-Fi, Blueetooth and USB.
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Trabajo Practico: Sustantivos y Cadenas Nominales
Analisis:
1. Encuentren en el texto y transcriban:
a. 3 sustantivos plurales (-es/-s)

b. 3 sustantivos plurales (-ies)

c. 3 sustantivos compuestos

d. 3 sustantivos derivados

2. Encuentren, transcriban y traduzcan:
a. 3 cadenas nominales: SUST/SUST/SUST

b. 3 cadenas nominales: SUST/SUST

c. 3 cadenas nominales: ADJ/SUST

Comprensién:
1. Expliquen con sus palabras:

a. El trabajo que Mike Hartley esta realizando y que tecnologias planea usar y/o
disefar.

b. El objetivo de la Web Accessibility Initiative




