Activity 2: Written comprehension

v Remets dans l'ordre les différentes étapes du processus de changement des plaquettes de
frein.
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®

Now slide the calliper assembly off of the rotor. Note that the assembly will still be attached to the
brake line. Do not hang the calliper by the brake line. Gently set the calliper on top of the rotor, or
use a piece of wire to hang it from the wheel well. Make sure it is completely supported and won't
fall before moving on. If the calliper drops, it could snap the brake line, which will be much more
expensive to fix.

®

You'll need to remove your tires in order to get to your brake pads. Start by using your tire iron to
loosen the lug nuts on the wheels where you're replacing the brake pads. You'll need to loosen
the lug nuts before you lift the car because otherwise your wheels will just spin in the air.

You may also need to compress the pins where your calliper assembly bolts screw into. Once
that’s done, you can place the calliper assembly onto your brake pads. Insert the assembly bolts
and tighten them down with your socket wrench.

O

Now that the old brake pads have been removed, you can put in the new ones. First, apply the
brake grease to the backs of the pads. When you press your brakes, the calliper piston will press
against the backs of your brake pads, which can cause an annoying squeaking sound. This brake
grease helps reduce that noise. Be careful not to get grease on the front of the brake pads or the
rotors. Your brakes depend on friction between the pads and rotors to slow your vehicle. Getting
grease in between these two parts defeats that purpose and can potentially harm you or your
vehicle.




©

At this point, you should see your rotor and brake calliper assembly. The calliper assembly acts as
a clamp, squeezing your brake pads against your rotors, which slows your wheels down so you
don't careen into walls. Using a socket wrench, remove the bolts on the back of the calliper
assembly.

®

Double-check to make sure that everything is tight and sealed securely before you replace your
tire. Once you're ready, place your tire back on your rotor and hand tighten the lug nuts to keep
the tire in place. Place your jack underneath your car on the jack points and lift the vehicle off of
the jack stands. Remove the jack stands from underneath your vehicle, then slowly lower the
vehicle back down to the ground.

Once the car is on the ground, you can use your car’s tire iron to securely tighten the lug nuts.
Take extra care during this step to make sure that the lug nuts are snug, without stripping them.
If you have a torque wrench, use it to make sure your lug nuts are tightened appropriately. You
don't want your tires to start wobbling or fall off once you hit the road again.

®

Once you've applied the brake grease, place the new brake pads in the same spot that you
removed the old pads. If you're doing this for the first time, try replacing one brake pad at a time
S0 you can see exactly where each part goes before moving on to the next one.

®

Next, place the jack stands underneath a solid, structural piece of the vehicle’s frame. Once again,
your manual can give you specifics. When the stands are in place, slowly lower your vehicle until it
is safely resting on the jack stands, then remove your floor jack. Now, you can finish unscrewing
the lug nuts and remove the tire from your car.

©

At this point, you can remove the brake pads from the rotor. Depending on your car, these may
either slide or pop out. Be careful not to damage any of the clips, or the rotor itself, especially if
you plan to continue using the same rotor. If your brake pads came with extra clips, you may also
want to remove the old clips and replace them with the new ones. As you remove the pads, keep
track of how they are oriented in the brake assembly to make it easier to insert them correctly in
the next step.



O,

Once your new brake pads are in place, you'll need to replace your calliper assembly. You might
notice that the assembly no longer fits on top of your brake pads. This is because as your brake
pads wear down, the piston inside the calliper assembly will adjust to their smaller width. You'll
need to use your brake tool to fix this.

®

Once the lug nuts are loose, it's time to jack up your car. Your owner’s manual should tell you
where it is safe to place a jack underneath your car. Some cars have a jack point specifically for
floor jacks, while others will simply use the jack points on the side of your vehicle that you would
use to change a flat tire. Once you've located your jack point, lift your car with the jack.

O

First, place one of your used brake pads inside the calliper assembly against the large circular
piston. Then, place the wide plastic piece of the brake tool against the opposite side of the
calliper. Rotate the handle on the brake tool to compress the piston back into the calliper
assembly until it is fully retracted.



