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PAST TENSES: Past simple or Past continuous?

1Pt Continueus
We use the past continuous for:

® an action which was in progress (was happening)

at a stated time in the past. We do not know when
the action started or
finished.

Al nine o'clock yester-
day morning, the plane
was flying to Tahiti from
New York. (We do not
know when it left or
reached its destination.)

& two actions which were happening at the same
time in the past.

He was listening
carefully while they
were explaining the
plan to him.
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Fast Slnple

We use the past simple for:

= acomplete action at a stated time in the past.

The plane landed at
the airport al eight
o'clock yesterday
morming. (The time is
stated. The action is
complete. The plane
landed.)

& actions which happened immediately one after
the other in the past.

First she read the
advertisement and
then she called the

company.
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1) Read the article and choose the correct words in italics.

StevellEassett

Steve Fosselt was always looking for adventure, even as
a boy in the 1950s. After some years in business, he
(0 was begirming his well-known adventures,
from swimming the English Channel to salling round the
world. But Fossett is best-known for his adventures in the
air - in hot-air balloons, gliders and light aircraft.

In 2005 he (1) broke / was breaking the record for non-stop
fiying when he flew round the world in 67 hours without stopping for fuel. A year later, as he

(2) attempted / was attempting to break the record for the longest flight, he had to stop because

part of his engine had falled - but he broke the record, anyway.

Fossett's adventures often put him in danger - in 1998, while he (3) travelled / was travelling around
the world in a balloon, he almaost died (4) while / when the balloon fell from the sky. In the end, it was
a routine fight that (5) took / was taking his life - he was flying a small plane across the Nevada Desert
in September 2007 when he (6) disappeared / was disappearnng. No one could find him, then, some
months later, a hiker (7) waked / was walking through the mountains in southem California when he
{8) noticed / was noticing some personal iterms which (9) bedonged / were belonging 1o the adventurer,
and soon afterwards a search party (10) found / was finding the wreckage of the plane. Some time
later, Fossett's body was found - his adventures were over.
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2) Complete the sentences with past simple or past continuous. Use
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the verbs in brackets.

1. When the war out we in Warsaw. (break /

live)

2. It to rain when we . (begin / start)




. While | to the concert somebody at the

door. (listen / knock)

. While the scientist in his laboratory a friend
to see him. (work / come)

. She very quickly when the accident . (drive /

happen)
. She a pink summer frock when | her

yesterday. (wear / meet)

/. The telephone while | my bath. (ring / have)

. At half past nine she still her homewaork. (do)

9. The farmer wheat when he many airplanes

in the sky. (sow / see)
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