Compliments of Possibility / &]

Grammar

Verbs can take Complements of Possibility to indicate whether or not an action is
possible.

The most important and commonly used Complements of Possibility are derived
from Complements of Result and Direction, such as the following:
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Verb + 18 + Compliment

Affirmative Form Indicating a result can be obtained or a goal can be reached
1. You didn't wear glasses. Can you see clearly.

niméi dai yan jing kan de gingchti ma
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2. The mountain is so high. Can you climb to the top?

shan zhe me gao nl éde shéng um
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3. There is a lot of homework today. Can you finish it??
4. This book is very difficult. Can your son understand it?

5. Can you understand Chinese?
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Negative Form Indicating a result can't be obtained or a goal can't be reached.

1. Your voice is too soft. We can't hear you.

nldesheng n tai xido le women tin bunan
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2. Grandpa’s leg very painful that he can’t stand up
%ég de tui féichang téng  zhan bu %ﬂéi le
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3. Ican’t find my dog.

4. It’s too dim here. I can’t see clearly.

5. The bag is too small. I can't fit the cell phone in it.

wy‘Cc:mp]ement of Possibility with Objects

Objects can occur either after the complement or at the beginning of a sentence
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. Can you understand Shanghai dialect?

ni tm de ddng shanghai hua ma
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shénghéu hua n7 tin de ddng ma
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. I can find that restaurant, but he can't.

. Can you spend all this money?

. I'm afraid that I can’t do this job well.

. This dress is so dirty that I can’t wash it clearly.
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