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English departament

Present tenses

| I'm Sam. He isn't ready. Are they here?

We use be:
e to say who somebody is or what something is: i'm Sam.  That’s my ticket.
® todescribe something or somebody: Your shoes are nice.  He's tall.
@ to say where somebody is from: He's American.  We're from Brazil.
@ totalk about people's jobs: She’s a teacher. My father's a doctor.
@ totalk about somebody’s age: I'm nineteen.  Sally’s twenty one.
@ tosayhow we feel: We're tired.  He’s angry.
® to say where somebody or something is: She’s at home.  Your bag's on the chair.
@ totalk about somebody’s health: I'm fine.  Kate’s ill.
Affirmative Negative Question
I’'m (am) I'm not (am not) Am I?
he/she/it’s (is) he/she/it isn’t (is not) Is he/she/it?

you/we/they're (are) you/we/they aren’t (are not) Are you/we/they?

Short  Yes,lam. Yes, he/she/itis.  Yes, you/we/they are.

No, I'm not. No, he/she/itisn't. No, you/we/they aren't.

b See Appendix 11: Short forms of verbs, page 171.

32a Complete what Richard says. Use am, is or are.

. /

My name (0) ..oceermeeeenes Richard. | (1) coovervrreerssen twenty ane. | (2) .coooevnvneeees
a student at Bristol University. Bristol (3) ...ccccevuene a big city in the west of
England. My parents (4) .........c...... from Nigeria but | (5) ...ccveeeiiiae British. My
two brothers (6) ....cccveveeeee lawyers and my SiSter (7) ..oeeevnerenes an accountant.
My brothers and sister (8) .....cccceuveee married but | (g)

I have a niece, t0o. She (10) ....ocrrvereenee three.
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arammar: present renses

32D Correct the sentences. Use the short forms of be.

o A: She’s Japanese, (Korean) B: No,..Sheisnt Japanese. She’s Korean
1 A: We're late. (early) B: NO, eeeeerieiineenmensasseseasssnssasassussunsssassassnses )
2 A: They're from Italy. (Poland) B MO iisnmimmmsa s i .
3 A: You'reill. (fine) - 2 T T .
4 A: He’s ajournalist. (doctor) T s ey e e i —— !
5 A: I'm fat. (thin) B2 NG, s 7

32¢ Complete the conversation. Use be and the words in brackets.
A: (o). AreyouandTeri (you and Teri) in the same band?

NO; () ssiaoamimiuivisiss . I'm the drummer,

[} e T T T {(Kim) the singer?

Yes. And Laura's the guitarist.

RealWT (8):coiiiumnnvaiiiriso {Laura and Kim) sisters?
NO:B) s . They’re friends.

8] T T A (your gig) on Saturday at the KoolKlub?
Bl N, ) e :

Where (8)..oninininmmi e (it)?

It's at the T8, at 9.30.

A AN (B)nnnianaiinning (you) ready for it?

B: Yes (10) wcsanminamiiais ;

A: Good luck then!

B: Thanks.

PRror®>
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32d Complete the e-mail. Use be.

enn T NewMessage o o
Hi, Alex!
How (0) ... 97 . you? How (1) ..ceeuu.e. NikKi? 1(2) coovvernnens fine. My
hostel (3) ............ OK. My room (4) ............ big, but it's comfortable.
Sarah and Neil (5) ...ooeeins in London this year, too. They (6) ............
on my course, but they're at my college, and Sarah and | (7) ............

in the same hostel.
What about you? (8) ............ your new job interesting? Do you like it?
Write soon!
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