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FAMOUS
FESTIVALS

Sundance

What have Steven Soderbergh (Ocea
Quentin Tarantino (Pulp Fiction) got in comm
they're both world-famous directors, but the
s independent film-makers who got their 'big brea
the Sundance Film Festival.
When the film festival first started in 1978, its aim
was to attract tourists to Utah, a little-known state
in Midwest America. Back then, the festival was A
1 called The Utah Film Festival and itshowed mostly -‘, ;
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retrospectives of old films. It wasn't a popular event % ] 5.
and as a result made little money. Then, in 1981, Sty N e
Hollywood star Robert Redford got involved and ";L WOMAD (WO rid of MUSiG,
founded the Sundance Institute. The purpase of the o Aris & Dance)

15 festival changed and a competition for independent

film-makers became the main focus. Redfard wanted e world was a very different placa,
to bring exciting new films, ide the ke The Rolling Stones or Aercsmith
Hollywood system, to a v ated the music scene, and people didn't

much about traditional musicians from other
res. No one had heard of the Drummers of
ndiorYoussou N'Dour from Senegal, but then s
came along and things started to change
celebrities to endorse ese artists now had an international stage
with film, taking attes € here they could show off their talent ... and their
2 directors. Festival or cu[ture_
on Film campaign, ! OMAD was originally the vision of a British rock =
real purpose of Sundt e called Peter Gabriel, who wanted 1o bring
commercial. It wasin ¢ aditional music to the world. As well as a festival,
said Redford. Luckil ! ‘ounded a record |abel called Real World, so
 most of the 50,000 fe could reach audiences in other countries
diractors, rather than fa 882 when the first WOMAD tock place in @
Today, Sundance is one . many of the performers were unknown,
film festivals in America.” astival was still a huge success. "Musicis
feature-length films, shan sal language that brings people together,’
dacumentaries and dra d Gabriel later, ‘and each festival allows many
names, because most enti differant audiences to gain an insight into cultures s
directors. Some of these other than their own ' That was the purpese of
cutting-edge, but they all WOMAD— it championed diversity and difference,
broaden our minds,' says while at the same time celebrating everyons s
s engage, provoke, inspire, common humanity. People were united thiough
And it's that inspiration th music. i
Sundance, year after year. Since then, WOMAD has held more than 160
festivals in 27 different countries. Most of the
festivals are open-air events with a little of p—
. everything — live music, ethnic markf“_" Yises yred
At ditloi'i.alfoud and artefacts, and fan ﬂ-,-pr ent
BEE with a few workshops teaching £, i
¢ and art. WOMADelaide " Aurala 'ﬁ.-ae.?‘ al
mple. It's the most [alkedraboul. mu‘:.|c r fhe.v
Bhe country and brings together SOREr &
. traditional artists 10 the wu.r-d nlo i Ioiﬂc
Broves that the purpose of the festival ® Srslmgcf :
Strong. 'If the world was JUst Weood \-:-m ‘it
WOMADelalde, commented one performer,

would be a better place.”

During the 1980s and 1
and film studios became in
celebrity actors and
scene, too. Big compan
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2 Read the article again and choose the correct
answers.
1 The main purpose of The Utah Film Festival was to
a attract Hollywood stars.
b show popular Hollywood films.
c encourage people to visit Utah.
d show films by new film makers.
2 The main purpose of The Sundance Festival is to
a make money for big companies.
b attract celebrity endorsements.
¢ support and encourage independent film-makers.
d screen popular, well-known films.
3 People mainly go back to the festival every year
because
a they might see a famous person.
b they enjoy the stories that the film-makers tell.
c they only want to watch ‘classic’ movies.
d they want to enter their own film.
4 WOMAD gives people the opportunity to
a get to know music from their own culture.
b listen to well-known bands.
c enjoy traditional music from other countries.
d record their own music.
5 Peter Gabriel created WOMAD in order to
a teach people about other cultures and ways of life.
b provide entertainment for families.
¢ help unknown musicians make money.
d find new musicians for a record label.
6 WOMAD festivals don't include
a educational classes.
b entertainment for children.
C open-air cinema.
d places to try new food.
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