1 The Swiss Burglar
z Driving i Milan
§ The Disastrous Holiday

kirsten and Dieter were very excited abour their
driving holiday in Traly. They packed cheir car with
three sustcases angd set ol from thesrr home carly

in the mormng. The weather was warm and, as
they drove acrots the Swiss border inta Traly, they
lowered the ronf and enjoved rhe pleass nr sensarinn
of the warm spring air rashing past thair beads.

By the middle of the alternoon they had reached
Milan, Kirsten wasn’t very good at map-reaihing lant
she was sure they could make their way to the centre
of the city, find a parking space and enjoy a delicious
late lunch ae @ loval restaurant. As they dirove nto
one of the city’s quict suburbs they suddenly heard

a loud bang and felt something crach mto the back
if thear car. Turning araund they saw a small
maotnrhike ving on ies side behind theer car with twm

young men sprawled on the road beside it Dheier
stopped the car and jumped ot to see iF he could
help. One of the voung men was groaming Lowdby.
Kirsten knew how o give first aid so che opened her
doar and approached the graaning man. Suddenly
the twa men jumped up and rushed tawards the
car. In less than two seconds they had leapt into the
car and driven off at high specd, Teaving Dheter and
K.irsten standing in the street.

Drieter started shouting (or help in German, B
there was no once around o hear him. At fiest
Kirsten wasn’t ton wornied. She coulda't speak
[ralian cither, bur she was sure they'd manage to
find a police stanon nearby. Adfrer half an hour of
walkimg they had <all Garled w fnd o pohee officer
or anyone o help themn and they began w ger more
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his credit cards to go on a massive spending spree,

About 20 minutes later they saw a polsce car driving
along the street and they rushed into the road o flag
it down. Dieter tried to explan swhat had happened
to the police officer. But the officer couldn’
understand German and decided o rake the twn
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one of his collcagues would be able 1o translate for
them. Unfortunately as he was dnving back to the
police station there was an emergency call on his
radios and he was instrocred w drive 1othe scene of
a serious accident. Dieter and Kirsten were furced
tea sit in the hack of the pelice car for another two
hours while the officer dealt with the emergeney.

By the nme they arrived ar the local police suation
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exhausted, Using the police stanon’s phone, Dheter
succeeded in contacting his eredin card company o
cancel his cards. Once they 'd done thes they decided
the best thing was to get home as quickly as possible.
A police otficer drove them o the railway stadon
and kent them the money 1o buy two tickets, They
just managed to catch the last train — the slow
overmight service back home,

Relieved ro be on their way hame, the couple soon
fell asheep. They woke at seven m the nurning as
the train pulled into the stanon, With ne moncy for
a taxi, they were forced to walk back to their house,
Just as they murned into their street they saw a large
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house. As they approached their house they noncecd
the front door was open. Runming inte the house,
Iherer gasped with shock, The house was completely
empty. Then he remembered,. Their house keys had
been on the same ring as the car key ..
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b Read the story again and number the events (a-l} in the
correct order.

2 Two ltalian men drive off,

b They have to wait while the police officer deals with an
accident.

They catch the slow train back home,

Dieter and Kirsten leave,

They get into an ltalian police car,

Dieter and Kirsten get back to their house,

They get out of their car 1o see what has happened,

The ltalian men steal everything from their

house and drive away in a van.

They walk around trying to find a police station.

The police take Dieter and Kirsten to the railway station.
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They drive into the suburbs of Milan.
A motarbike crashes into the back aof their car.
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Match words and phrases in the story to the meanings (1-10),
a car with an opening roof
left on a journey
moving gquickly ; 3
lying with legs and arms spread out

making noisas as if in pain
spanding a large amount of money at one time
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signal a car or taxi to stop
very tired
g gave something to somebody but they have to repay it later
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10 a large vehicle used to move furniture
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