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What is the difference between discursive and
argumentative essays?

Discursive Compositions

Argumentative Compositions

The questions end with “Discuss”.

Questions end with "Do you agree?”

Alternative, they might compel writers to
make a stand through the use of absolute
terms such as "alway”, "definitely” etc.

Focus is on explaining one's perspectives

and thoughts.

Focus is on making a stand on an
argument and providing elaboration and
examples to reinforce this stand.

Writing is often balanced, with arguments
on both sides of the issue,

Writing is often inclined towards the writer's
stand and often offers a counter argument,
of which it is often rebutted.

Focus is more on the expression and clarity
of the writers' thoughts and perspectives.

Focus is more on being persuasive,
convincing the readers to the writers’ point
of view,

Types of Discursive essay questions?

Discursive essays:
The ideal goal.

“Life is not fair.” Discuss.

“Kindness begets kindness.” What are your views?

What are your thoughts on introducing ebooks to the young?

What are the possible solutions to eliminate or reduce haze in

Singapore?
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Types of Argumentative essay questions?

“Teachers should always trust their students.” Do you agree?

“Teenagers should be closely supervised by their parents.” Do you
agree?

Are children from rich families always happier than those from
impoverished families?

Is technology definitely beneficial to the young?

(Note: the third and fourth questions above use “absolute terms” such as
“always” and “definitely” to compel writers to write only in a specific
direction reinforcing a specific stand.And because it needs to be
persuasive, these are argumentative questions, and not discursive
questions.)

Up till this point, one can observe that discursive and argumentative
essays can easily be differentiated with markers such as “discuss”,
“‘what are your views”, “do you agree” etc.

However, sometimes, the questions cannot be differentiated into
discursive and argumentative writing that easily.

For example, consider the following questions:
1. Are leaders born or nurtured?
2. Is it necessary to control the media?

3, Are experiences on a job more important than paper qualifications?

4. |Is youth an advantage or disadvantage?
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5. Is it better to have one long school vacation than to have a few short
ones?

For the five questions above, students have the flexibility to write a
discursive essay stating both sides of the arguments, or an
argumentative essay with strong emphasise on the students’ stand.

As to which is a better choice, it is actually a personal choice of
students, assuming that they have the ability to write both types of
writing well.
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Format of Discursive Essays

ARGUMENTATIVE DISCURSIVE

The baseline difference between Argumentative and Discursive is innate to
definition. As the terms imply, an argumentative essay requires you to argue
towards an explicit stand. Its individual points and structure revolve around
putting across and strengthening this stand to convince the reader.
Discursive, on the other hand, requires you to discuss an issue as is,
primarily to educate the reader. Thus, there isn’t a need to take an explicit
stand or frame its points towards one.

It is important to distinguish this main difference between the two early-on;
missing the purpose of the text type causes our writing to go haywire and
become severely penalized.
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Discursive Essay Structure

Introduction Ar umantl Argument/
oint 1 oint 2
+ Evidence + Evidence
A ument[ Opposin Conclusion
oint 3 Argument +
*Evidence ounter

Most important element of
discursive is to dedicate
an entire paragraph for a
counter argument.
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Model Discursive Essay

“Fear is good.” Discuss.

Fear is the bad feeling that one has when he is in danger or when a
particular thing frightens him. A German proverb goes, “Fear makes
the wolf bigger than he is.” This is absolutely true as fear will often
cause people to imagine the worst and act irrationally. In that case,
can fear be any good? Personally, | think a small amount of fear is
good and even necessary as it not only acts as a form of control
and deterrence but also serves to motivate oneself. Nonetheless,
being overly fearful is bad as it will severely hamper man’s
progress. In this essay, | will discuss how fear can be a double-
edged sword, bringing both advantages and disadvantages to man.

Fear is good as it deters people from doing dangerous acts and
prompt them to control and regulate their behaviour. For instance,
despite the numerous wars since World War Two, the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan remain the only use
of nuclear weapons in warfare. This is because the world is fearful
of the widespread devastation that such weapons will bring about.
Therefore, the fear of total annihilation has prevented world leaders
from acting irresponsibly and going down the path of self-
destruction.

Next, fear is good as it is a powerful motivator. For individuals such
as students and entrepreneurs, the fear of failure will prompt them
to work hard and put in their best effort in their studies and business
undertakings. This will lead to results and progress. Similarly for
nations, the fear of losing their competitive edge will spur them to
constantly improve and reinvent themselves to keep pace with the
fast-changing world. For example, Singapore is taking active steps
to maintain and improve her skilled and flexible workforce to ensure
that she remains competitive and does not fall behind major
economies like China. Retraining schemes and upgrading courses
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have been provided for the workforce to ensure that it stays
relevant. Hence, we can see that the fear of losing out to others is
one of the reasons that has motivated nations to take active steps
in improving their economies. Without fear, nations will become
complacent and they will eventually fall into a decline.

However, although fear is good, man must keep in mind that too
much fear may be detrimental to his development. Being overly
fearful of the unknown and intangible will prevent people from
venturing into areas previously unexplored. For instance, in the
area of space exploration, Apollo 11 would have never landed the
first humans on the moon if the Americans had let fear get in the
way of their dream. As the late John F. Kennedy once said, “We
choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things not
because they are easy, but because they are hard.” To achieve
great feats, man must learn to conquer his fear and find the
courage to overcome the obstacles that life presents. Only then can
the human race continue to make progress and enjoy the sweet

smell of success.
\ Counter-argument

paragraph

In sum, fear is good as it will ultimately lead to a well controlled and
motivated society. Nevertheless, people must keep in mind that
they should not be clouded by fear as it will hinder their progress. |
believe that a small dose of fear and a good deal of courage will
make a great man as such a man will have the spirit to pursue his
goals and the sense to act responsibly in the process.
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Useful transitional words and phrases

1. To signal addirion of ideas and, also, besides, further, furthermore, too, moreover, in addition,
then, of equal importance, equally important, another
2. To signal time next, afterward, finally, later, last, lastly, at last, now, subsequently,

then, when, soon, thereafter, after a short time, the next week (month,
day, etc.), a minute later, in the meantime, meanwhile, on the
following day, at length, ultimately, presently

3. To signal grder or sequence first, second, (etc.), finally, hence, next, then, from here on, to begin
- with, last of all, after, before, as soon as, in the end, gradually

4. To signify space and place ' above, behind, below, beyond, here, there, to the right (left), nearby,
opposite, on the other side, in the background, directly ahead, along
the wall, as you tum right, at the tip, across the hall, at this point,
adjacent to

5. To signal an example for example, to illustrate, for instance, to be specific, such as,
moreover, furthermore, just as important, similarly, in the same way

6. To show results ' as a result, hence, so, accordingly, as a consequence, consequently,
thus, since, therefore, for this reason, because of this

7. To signal purpase to this end, for this purpose, with this in mind, for this reason, for these

' reasons

8. To signal comparisons like, in the same (like) manner or way, similarly

9. To indicate contrast but, in contrast, conversely, however, still, nevertheless, nonetheless,
yet, and yet, on the other hand, of course, on the contrary, or, in spite
of this, actually, a year ago, now, notwithstanding, for all that,
strangely enough, ironically

10. To signal glternatives, although, though, while, despite, to be sure, it is true, true, I grant,

| exceptions, and pbjections granted, [ admit, admittedly, doubtless, I concede, regardless

11. To dispute it isn't true that, people are wrong who say that, deny that, be that as it
may, by the same token, no doubt, we often hear it said, many people
claim, many people suppose, it used to be thought, in any case

12. To intensify above all, first and foremost, importantly, again, to be sure, indeed, in

fact, as a matter of fact, as I have said, as has been noted

13. To summarize or repeat in summary, to sum up, to repeat, briefly, in short, finally, on the
~ whole, therefore, as I have said, in conclusion, as you can see
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