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Unit 4
The Consonants j, L, 11, i, r, and rr

These letters resemble English consonants, but their pronuncia-
tion is generally quite different.

The Letter j

In much of Latin America, this letter is pronounced like the
English % in house. '

Say: . jugo juice
jamads never
mujer woman
viaje journey, trip
tarjeta card
reloj watch, clock

There are other, “raspy” versions of this sound used in Mexico,
much of South America, and Spain. Say these words as they
would be spoken in Mexico. (Repeat abave words.)
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The Letter i

A.Ithough Spanish fi resembles the ny of English canyon, there is a
difference. Spanish fi is a single consonant, while English ny
Iepresents two separate sounds, each belonging to a different
syllable. Contrast: English can-yon; Spanish ca-fién.

Say: cafion canyon, cannon
nifio,-a child
afio year
afiadir to add
suefio dream
compaiiero,-a companion
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