BASIC GRAMMAR:

SUBJECT - VERB AGREEMENT 1

BASIC SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT
Phoi hgp Chu ngi¥ - Dong tir

SINGULAR VERB
Dong tir so it

PLURAL VERB
Déng tir sé6 nhiéu

(a) My friend lives in
Boston.
Ban téi song o Boston.

(b) My friends live in
Boston.
Ban bé cua téi séng o
Boston.

verb + -s/-es = third person
singular in the simple
present tense

verb + -s/-es = ngéi thit ba sé
it & thi hién tai don

noun + -s/-es = plural
danh tir + -s/-es = s6 nhiéu

(c) My brother an«d sister
live in Boston.

(c) Anh trai va em gdi cua
téi séng & Boston.

(d) My brother, sister, and
cousin live in Boston.
(d) Anh trai, em gdi va em ho
ctia t6i séng & Boston.

Two or more subjects
connected by and require a
plural verb.

Hai hodc nhiéu chu ngir
dworc néi vai nhau bang and
di véi mot déng tir s6 nhiéu.

(e) Every man, woman and
child needs love.

(e) Moi phu nir va tré em déu
cdn tinh yéu thuwong.

(f) Each book and
magazine is listed in the
card catalog.

(f) Méi cudn sdch va tap chi
dworc liét ké trong danh muc
thé.

EXCEPTION: Every and
each are always followed
immediately by singular
nouns.

In this case, even when
there are two (or more)
nouns connected by and,
the verb is singular.

NGOAI LE: Every va each
luén durng ngay sau danh tir
s6 It.

Trong trwong hop nay, ngay
ca khi ¢6 hai (hodc nhiéu)
danh tir dwoc néi véi nhau
béi and, dong tirvan & dang
s it.

(g) That book on political
parties is interesting.

(g) Cuén sdch vé cdc ddng
chinh tri rat thi vi.

(h) The ideas in that book
are interesting.

(h) Nhirng y twong trong
cubn sdch do that thii vi.

Sometimes a phrase or
clause separates a subject
from its verb. These
interrupting structures do
not affect basic agreement.
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(i) My dog, as well as my
cats, likes cat food.

(i) Con ché cua toi, ciing nhw
nhirng con méo cua o
thich thirc dn cho méo.

(k) The book that I got from
my parents was very
interesting.

(k) Cudn sdch ma téi nhan
dwoc tir cha me téi rat thu
V.

(j) My dogs, as well as my
cat, like cat food.

(j) Ché cua téi, cling nhw

méo cua toi, déu thich thirc
an cho méo.

(1) The books I bought at the
bookstore were expensive.
(1) Nhirng cuén sdch té6i mua
& hiéu sdch rdt dat.

For example, in (g) the
interrupting prepositional
phrase on political parties
does not change the fact
that the verb is must agree
with the subject book. In (k)
and (1): The subject and
verb are separated by an
adjective clause.

D6i khi mét cum tir hodc
ménh dé sé tdch mét chu
ngtr khoi dong tir cua no.
Nhitng cdu tric gidn doan
nay khéng anh hwdéng dén
sw phéi hop chu ngir - déng
tir cor ban. Vi du, trong (g)
cum gi¢i tir ngat quéng la
on political parties khong
lam thay d6i thuc té la déng
tir is hoa hop voi chu ngir
book. In (k) and (1): Chu ngtr
va dong tir dwoc ngan cdch
bé&i mét ménh dé tinh tir.

(m) Growing flowers is her
hobby.

(m) Trong hoa la s& thich
cua co ay.

A gerund used as the
subject of the sentence
requires a singular verb.

Mdt dong tir them -ing dwgc
st dung lam chu ngir cua
cdu di vei mot dong tir so it.

TASK 1. When a noun is the subject of a verb, the verb has to agree with it. Choose
the correct verb for each sentence. Also, write the head noun in the rectangle at

the end of the sentence.

Khi mét danh tir la chu ngiv cua dong tir, dong tir do phai hoa hop véi né. Chon dong
tir diing cho méi cdu. Ngodi ra, viét danh tir chii ngi¥ vao é hinh chiv nhdt & cuéi cdu.

1. My mother | wear / |wears| glasses.

2. Some of the magazines at the dentist's office

two years old.

3. Elephants is / are

4. Your heart beat / beats faster when you exercise.

5. Healthy hearts need / needs

large animals.

regular exercise.

is / are

mother
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6. Everychildintheclass know / knows thealphabet.

7. A number of the studentsinmyclass is / are from
Mexico.

8. One of my favorite subjects in school was [/ were
Algebra.

9. There is / are many differentkinds ofinsectsin the
world.

10. Writing compositions is / are difficult for me.

11. The United States has / have apopulation of more
than 250 million.

12. Most of the people in my factory division gets / get
along with one another, but a few of the workers
doesn't / don’t fitin with the rest of us very well.

13.Vegetables is / are good foryou.

14. Annand Sue wasn't / weren’'t athome.
15.Everyboyandgirl is / are here.
16.Aboyandagirl was / were inthe street.

17. The furniture inthatroom is / are comfortable.
18. The chairsin thatroom isn't / aren’t comfortable.
19. The furniture in those rooms was / were comfortable.

20. Eating vegetables is / are good for you.

TASK 2. Put the verbs into the correct forms so that they agree with their subjects.

Chia dong tir trong ngodc.

1. The subjects you will be studying in this course (be =>...are...) listed in the syllabus.

2: Lettuce [be =>..cnimiiin ) good for you.

3. Oranges, tomatoes, fresh strawberries, cabbage, and lettuce (be =>.....................) rich
in vitamin C.

4. The teacher and the student (agree =>...........................) on that point.

5. Almost every teacher and student at the school (approve =>............................) of the

choice of Dr. Brown as the new president.
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6. Each girl and boy in the sixth-grade class (have =-.....................) to do a science
project.

7. Making pies and cakes (be =>.....................) Mrs. Reed's specialty.
8. Getting to know students from all over the world (be =».....................) one of the best
parts of my job.

9. Annie had a hard time when she was coming home from the store because the bag

e =i ) too heavy for her to carry.
10. Where (do =».....................) your parents live?
11. Why (be =>.....ceeeurenee. ) Susan and Alex late for the meeting?
12. (be =>.....................) having the responsibility for taking care of pets good for young
children?
13. Alex, as well as his two older brothers, (have =>.....................) a good full-time job.
14. Dancing and singing (be =».....................) my favorite relaxing activities.

SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT: SOME IRREGULARITIES
Phéi ho'p Chui ngiv - Déng tir: Mot s6 trworng hop ddc biét
SINGULAR VERB Déng tir so it

(a) The United States is big. Sometimes a proper noun that ends in -s is
(b) The Philippines consists of more | singular. In the examples, if the noun is
than 7,000 islands. changed to a pronoun, the singular pronoun it

(c) The United Nations has its is used (not the plural pronoun they) because
headquarters in New York City the noun is singular. In (a): The United States =

: it (not they).
(d) Sears is a department store. Péi khi mét danh tir riéng két thiic bdang -s la s6
it. Trong cdc vi du, néu danh tir dwoc doi thanh
dai tir thi ngwoi ta dung dai tir s6 it it (khéng
phdi dai tir s6 nhiéu they) vi danh tir la sé it.
Trong (a): Hoa Ky = it (khong phai they).
News is singular.
News (Tin tirc) la sé it.
(f) Mathematics is easy for her. | Fields of study that end in -ics require singular
Physics is easy for her too. verbs.
Cdc linh vire nghién cibu két thiic bang -ics yéu
cau dong tir so it.

(e) The news is interesting.

(g) Diabetes is an illness. Certain illnesses that end in -s are singular:
diabetes, measles, mumps, rabies, rickets,
shingles.

M6t s6 bénh cé két thiic bang -s la sé it: tiéu
dwong, soi, quai bi, bénh dai, coi xwong, bénh
zona.
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(h) Eight hours of sleep is enough.
(i) Ten dollars is too much to pay.
(j) Five thousand miles is too far to
travel.

Expressions of time, money, and distance
usually require a singular verb.

Cdc biéu thirc vé thoi gian, tién bac va khodng
cdch thwong di véi mét dong tir sé it.

(k) Two and two is four.

Two and two equals four.

Two plus two is/equals four.

(1) Five times five is twenty-five.

Arithmetic expressions require singular
verbs.

Biéu thirc s6 hoc di véi ddng tir 56 it.

PLURAL VERB Déng tir sé6 nhiéu

(m) Those people are from Canada.
(n) The police have been called.
(o) Cattle are domestic animals.

People*, police, and cattle do not end in -s, but
are plural nouns and require plural verbs.
People (Ngwoi)*, police (Canh sat), and
cattle (gia stic) khéng két thiic bang -s, nhung
la danh tir s6 nhiéu va di véi dong tir s6 nhiéu.

SINGULAR VERB | PLURAL VERB

(p) English is (q) The English In (p): English = language. In (q): The English -

spoken in many | drink tea. people from England. Some nouns of

countries. (s) The Chinese | nationality that end in -sh, -ese, and -ch can

(r) Chinese is his have an mean either language or people, e.g., English,

native language. interesting Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, Vietnamese,
history. Portuguese, French.

Trong (p): English = ngén ngtr. Trong (q) The
English - nhivrng ngwoi dén tir Anh. Mot s6 danh
tir qudc tich két thiic bang -sh, -ese va -ch co thé
co nghia la ngdn ngtr hodc ngwoi, vi du: English,
Spanish (tiéng Tdy Ban Nha), Chinese, Japanese,
Vietnamese, Portuguese (tiéng B Pao Nha),
French (tiéng Phdp).

(t) The poor
have many
problems.

(u) The rich get
richer.

A few adjectives can be preceded by the and
used as a plural noun (without final -s) to refer
to people who have that quality. Other
examples: the young, the elderly, the living, the
dead, the blind, the deaf, the disabled.

Mt vai tinh tir c6 thé dirng trwéc the va dwoc
st dung nhw mét danh tir sé nhiéu (khéng cé
dudi -s) dé chi nhitng ngudi cé phdm chdt dé.
Cdc vi du khdc: the young (nguoi tré), the
elderly (nguoi gia), the living (nguoi séng), the
dead (ngwoi chét), the blind (ngwoi mii), the
deaf (ngwoi diéc), the disabled (ngwoi tan tat).

*The word “people” has a final -s (peaples) only when it is used to refer to ethnic or national groups: All the peoples of the world desire peace.
Tir “People” chi ¢ tir cudi cing (cae din tpe) khi no diege ding dé chi cac nhém dén e hode quie gia: Tét ca ede dan toe trén thé gidi déu

mong muon hoa binh.

TASK 3. Choose the correct verb form for the subject in each sentence.
Chon dang déng tir thich hop dé dién vao ché tréng.

1. The United States

has / have apopulation of around 250 million.
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10.
1.
12.
13
14.
15:
16.
17.

The news about Mr. Hogan is / are surprising.

Massachusetts is / are astate in the northeastern part of the United States.
Physics seeks / seek tounderstand the mysteries of the physical world.
Statistics is / are abranch of mathematics.

The statistics in that report on oil production is / are incorrect.

Fifty minutes is / are the maximum length of time allowed for the exam.
Twenty dollars is / are anunreasonable price for the necklace.
Sixandseven is / are thirteen.

Many people in the world does / do nothave enough to eat.

The police is / are prepared in case there is a riot.

Rabies is / are aninfectious and often fatal disease.

The English is / are proud, independent people.

English is / are notmy native language.

Many Japanese commutes / commute to their places of work.
Portuguese is / are somewhat similar to Spanish, isn'tit?

The poor is / are helped by government programs.
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