) Complete these idioms with the missing words from the box.
Idioms

point bush grapevine stick  wavelength  wires
nutshell  picture  lall  purposes

al toputiting ..o

b) to get straight 10 the ...

2 to heariton the .......oveecnies

d) 10 pual you in the v,

e) to get the wrongend of the .........ccouernen
F) to be on the same ...

P F o= s g) tan't make head of ....cvarseniees OF I
= i h) totalk at cross .......covveeeen
LETME A %) i i} tobeatabautthe . ...............
WT:"E” ! o \ I to et OUF o cas s eeanin CFOSSE
PICTURE :
= ) Which of the idiems in Exercise A mean the following?

1 to fail to understand anything

2 toshare similaropinions and ideas

3 1o summarise briefly

4 to misunderstand

5 lo delay talking about something

& 1o give the [atest infarmation

7 totalk about the mos: important thing

8 to hear about something passed from one persen to anather

To put it in a nutshell

To get straight to the point

To hear it on the grapevine

To put you in the picture

To get the wrong end of the stick
To be on the same wavelength
Can’t make head or tail of it

To talk at cross purposes

. To beat about the bush

0. To get our wires crossed
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(® Complete the sentences with the idioms from Exercise A.
1 0K, "l ceiiiinienee. I'm afraid we're going to have to let you go.
2 'You and your boss seem to agree on most things.” 'Yes, We are ......c..oooo..
3 Someimporlant decisions were taken at yesterday’s meeting. Let me

..................

g4 |think we are ........c..ee.ee. . | MEAN NEXt month, not this month.

5 He never gives you a straight answer. He™s always .....coveevernee «
6 |...ccewreen.. that he's been fired. Is it true?
7

It's a very complicated system, but to .................. it works exactly like a big
kettle.

8 If youthink our biggest problem is market share then youhave ................. .
g Thisreport makes no sense at all. | ..ocveiivneriees s
10 Everyone arrived for the meeting at different times. We must have ...............

) Ask your partner the following questions.
1 What have you heard on the grapevine recently?
2 When was the last time you got the wrong end of the stick?
3 Whenis il necessary to put someone in the picture?
4 Inwhat situations is it good to beat about the bush?
5 Inwhatsituations is it good to get straight to the point?
6 Canyou give an example of when you were talking at cross purpases?
7 Isthere anything you can’t make head or tail of?
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