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———o HACKERS PRACTICE

i a
n Some linguists believe thal language comprehaension 15
able to understand even unfamiliar lAanguage

This theory rests on the idea that over time We develop the ?b“.“v lo understang by
verbal and non-verbal clues when communicating, Since th'*'l' Is & learning procy,,
it seems only logical that children would be less skilled at dnscarrng meaning 1,
context. However. this is unlikely to be true. In fact, recent studies by linguisty o
Germany's Bielefeld University have shown that although chabdrenl do .nm aCCuram,.j
anticipate visual clues while listening to slories, they are able to rapidly interpret Visuy
clues to assist with their overall language comprehension. This does not mear tha
their skills will not improve over time, but it does show that determining context 1.,

non-auditory clues is a basic element of language comprehension.

e

learned skill and thay adu«u

better than
will, therefore, be hildre,,

Do the following statements agree with the claims of the writer in the passage?

Write
YES if the statement agrees with the claims of the writer

NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer
NOT GIVEN  ifitis impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

1 Children are not able to determine meaning from context.

2  Understanding unspoken signals is a fundamental aspect of human language.

:fomprehonsion NSy nhn thue/linh héi
v, hop lagie discern v nhan thig théay ro

—

¥ kién thic rest on phy. dua vao logical ad; ne?
913i thich non-auditory ad) khong co am than”

learned ad). can tich |
interpret v hdy, dich)/
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HACKERS IELTS READING ——————

E When flrsfl introduced, coins wers known as ‘commodity monay’ This means thal the
actual coin had an inherent monetary value because of the materials of
made. In

; which it was
the earliest coins from Anatolia - what is now Turkey - and ancient Greace,

this was a natural alloy of gold and silver called electrum. By the 7th century, coins

had begun to be manufactured from pure gold and silver in the Middle Easl. However,
this eventually changed and coins began to be made of cheaper metals that had no
intrinsic value. These types of coins were referred to as 'fiat currency’ because the
government single-handedly set and guaranteed their values. While this may seem
illogical, it actually had several benefits. Perhaps the most obvious of these is that the
value of the currency remained more stable, since it did not fluctuate with the price of the
precious metals. Further, it conserved these valuable resources. The reason that gold
and silver were valuable was because of their scarcity, so using them for minting coins
reduced the world's supply of them. Finally, coins in the fiat system were less prone
to manipulation, since their constituent metals were not all that valuable. For instanca,
when coins were made of gold or silver, people sometimes clipped off pieces of the coin
and kept the valuable metals.

CH
03

Do the following statements agree with the views of the writer in the passage?
Write

YES if the statement agrees with the views of the writer

ONIOVIY S1T30 SHINIVH  (UBAI JON/ON/ SaL) SN/N/A

NO if the statement contradicts the views of the writer
NOT GIVEN  if it is impossible 1o say what the writer thinks about this

3 Coins originally had no value of their own due to the materials they were made of

4  Precious metals are now too rare to be currency.

commodity money phr. héa 14 inherent ad) vén co, cé hin allay . hop kim electrum n hop kim vang bae
intrinsic ad) (thudc) ban chat, noi tai fiat currency phr, tién dinh danh single-handedly adv. don dc, doc lap

fluctuate with phr. dao déng theo SCATCItY n. sy khan hiém mint v. dic (én) manipulation n. su thao ting
constituent ad). c4u 130, hop thanh Gl'? v. cao, cAt mep (cla déng tién vang, hén bac)
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Today, about 30 per cent of the Eath's surface is covered by forestiand. H““B\‘ef,
deforestation is dramatically reducing this percentage each year Currently, humag
activity claims more than 13.7 milion hectares of forestland annually - ap ares
approximately equal to that of Greece. While it may be assumed that we are cutti

down trees to meet our timber needs, the bigger culprit is actually agriculture, Earity,
growing population has increased our need for agricultural products and farmers hav
begun clear-cutting forestland to convert it into farmland where they can plant cropg

This is especially true in countries such as Brazil and Indonesia, where large area;
of forestiand have been cleared for farmland for cash crops such as soybeans an,
oil palms. The intense farming methods used for these crops further compound the
problem. Continuous crop production depletes the soil of its nutrients so that it can n,
longer support the biodiversity it once could, making it nearly impossible to return it 1,
forestland in the future. This continued disappearance of the forests will have a majer
impact on our environment. Trees play an important role in removing carbon dioxide
from the air and in returning water to the atmosphere. If the forests are allowed to furthe
deteriorate, it could disrupt the life cycle of plants and animals, and even eliminate entre

ecosystems. To avoid this outcome, we must find a way to conserve our forestiands and
replace the trees that we remove each year.

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the passage?

Write
YES if the statement agrees with the claims of the writer
NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer
NOT GIVEN il itis impossible to say what the writer thinks about this
5

Timber is the most common reason for cutting down trees,

Clear-cutting forests threatens to destroy ecological systems.

deforestation n su pha rung claim v yéu s
converl v. bién dé cash crop phr nbng sbn thuong g ol palm phe
x6p biodiversity n da dang sinh hoc deteriorate v 1am giam qia i, 1hm xdu

L

. =
ACh, chidm Ly culprit o thi pham, bi cao clear-cut v chat pha 103"

g
diu co compound v pha trdn therm.
hon
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ﬂ Over the course of time, members of the genus Homo have undergone a great deal of
evolutionary change to morph into anatomically modern humans - members of the Homo
saplens species that have the physical features of modern humans. Today, it is commonly
believed by the scientific community that earlier species of Homo sapiens evolved in
easlern Africa around 200,000 years ago. In fact, the earliest anatomically modern
human fossils were discovered there dating to about 195,000 years ago. Members of
this species gradually migrated out of their African homeland and by 60,000 years ago
one group had settled in Eurasia and the Middle East. This brought them in contact with
another early human species that had previously left Africa, the Neanderthals. Some
scientists believe that this interaction brought about violent clashes between the two
groups, which eventually led to the extinction of the Neanderthals.

[— 1w
) =

However, separate evolution is probably a more likely explanation for their disappearance.
Despite their shared heritage, these two groups of early humans had evolved quite
differently, both physically and intellectually. In their time in more northerly climates, the
Neanderthals had become broader, stronger, and more acclimated to cold than the early
anatomically modern humans. In other words, they would have physically dominated
the newly arrived Homo sapiens. However, differences in brain structure seemed 1o
have had a bigger impact on the two species. Paleoanthropologist Chris Stringer says
that Homo sapiens had larger frontal lobes, the area of the brain that produces abstract,
creative thoughts, than Neanderthals. This would have allowed them to develop more
efficient methods of hunting and gathering, as well as food processing technigues
that saved energy. These more advanced skills would have given them enough of an
advantage over the Neanderthals to prevail in the long term, and that appears to be what

has happened.

INIOVIY SITIN SYINIVH  (UANID JON/ON/S3L) IN/N/A

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the passage?

Write
YES if the statement agrees with the views of the writer
NO if the statement contradicts the views of the writer

NOT GIVEN  if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

7 Modern humans migrated to Africa from the Middle East.

8  Homo sapiens are intellectually superior to their evolutionary ancestors.

9  The Neanderthals were less skilled than Homo sapiens.

HOmo n. losi nguér genus n glé-r'-g. |ﬂ.a. undergo v. 11 qua morph v thay dd,, bién dd, hoa/bidn thanh
anatomically agv vé mat/phuong dign gidi phau clash n. su xung dot, va cham acelimated adj. thich nghy, thich
ung dominate v, chiém uu thé, thang tri palecanthropologist n nha c8 nhan log hoc frontal lobe phr. thay tran

abstract ad; 1ruu fugna prevail v. chiém wu thé, hang thé
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[ Phenetics is the systematic classification of organisms basfd on their m°’zh°hglc§|l
or structural, similarities. Although, on its surface; phenetics seems 1o .9 a valig
classification method, there are some problems Witk Perhaps the most importan
of these Is thal phenetic classifications sometimes ahow. inaccurate avolutmnan’
relationships between species. Palaeontologists have discovered trhm p.hgnﬁ“c
classifications can indicate relationships where they do not actually exist. This mqg
likely occurs when species thal seem similar are not closely related, but are actually

at similar evolutionary levels. This inaccuracy can cause RENSANTIRN 10 BNPAE o

organism from its evolutionary group, because it has a unique evolutionary adaptation

It can also lead to erroneously showing relationships between organisms with simila,
primitive traits. The classification of dinosaurs is a good example of these problems. we
now know that birds from the Mesozoic era and some dinosaurs from the Jurassic ang
Cretaceous periods have very similar skeletal structures, indicating that they share a,
avolutionary link, However, dinosaurs are generally lumped in with lizards and alligators
- species that they are more distantly related to - as reptiles. One of the reasons for
this is the presence of a unique evolutionary adaptation in birds, feathers. Since we did
not traditionally believe that dinosaurs had feathers, pheneticists inaccurately classified
them based on other physical features. All of this shows the maost inherent problem
with phenetic classification: it is entirely done through the subjective observations of
the pheneticist. Since there is no hierarchical classification in morphological similarity,
researchers must make the ultimate decision based on their subjective observations.

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the passage?

Write
YES if the statement agrees with the claims of the writer
NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer
NOT GIVEN

ifit is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

10 Phenetics is currently the most trusted method of
11

studying evolution.
Dinosaurs should be classified as both reptiles and birds

12 Researchers can come to different conclusions about the same evidence.

S— = - "

phenetics n. (thudc sinh vt hoc) sy phan loal theo ngoai hinkh clﬁﬁ&l;lc_au;n_
valid adj cé co sé morphological ad; (thuéc) hinh thai palaeo -
phan logi sink vét theo ngoar hinh adaptation n sy thich un
phr thon ki Bai Trung Sinh Jurassic period phr
phr. cdu tric bd xuong lump v xép

sy phan log: organism n 51
ntologist n. nha ¢ sinh vat hoc phengiids! n ok
, 9 Primitive ac) nguyén thiy, cé xua Mesozoic ®

dphr. by Jura Cretaceous period phy. ky Phin Trang skeletel struct
vao cung logi subjective adj. chd quan hisrarchical adj. phan cdp/th b

54
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H Today, one in three seniors is suffering from one form of dementia or another. To deal
with this debilitating health problem. many patients and their families are turning to
alternative treatments. One of these is music therapy. At its core, music therapy works
as a traditional therapy with the addition of singing, playing, or listening to music.

While this type of treatment will not cure cases of dementia, it can help patients recall
memories and ease the anxiety they often feel. Neurologist Oliver Sacks believes that
this occurs because listening to music evokes emotions that stimulate memories and
increase cognitive ability. One of the main reasons for this is that music plays a large
role in every stage of our lives. While we may not consciously think about it, we often
associate music with certain activities and events. By playing music that was important
at one point in the patient's life, long forgotten memories may be recalled. This could
occur when playing music that was popular during a certain time period or music that
was played for a special event, like a jazz song heard in a movie or a song at a patient’s
wedding. Music therapy can also help patients remain independent longer. By pairing
music with everyday activities, patients can learn to associate the music and its patterns
with the activity. This can help them recall the activity much longer.

=
A T

Perhaps the most interesting discovery about music therapy is that it even works with
non-verbal, late-stage patients who have lost the ability to control their emations. These
patients have very different needs than others, because they are not able to express
themselves. This may cause them to feel trapped and frustrated. Oftentimes, this can
lead to agitation and disruptive behaviour. By introducing music therapy activities, such
as singing, dancing, or rhythm playing, the patients’ attention can be redirected and
they may be able to find a way to express themselves through music, which will calm
them. Surprisingly, these effects take place almost immediately and continue after the
music therapy session has ended. Studies by music therapist and researcher Dr Linda
A. Gerdner have shown that they can be seen for at least one hour after the therapy

INIOVIY S131 SHIXNJVH  (UBAIG JON /DN /S3L) ON/N/A

session.

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the passage?

Write
YES if the statement agrees with the views of the writer
NO if the statement contradicts the views of the writer
NOT GIVEN it it is impossible lo say whal the writer thinks about this

13 Music therapy is incapable of curing dementia.

14 Listening to music can increase brain activity in patients.

15 Jazz music is particularly effective at helping patients remember the past.

16  Patients who cannot speak do not benefit from music therapy.

I
tué debilitating ad) lam suy rhugc allernative ad). thay thé,

lién quan dén nhan thuc agitation n. sy bar an, kich

SNIor n nguen lon tudi dementia n bénh sa sut i
'hay déi neurologist n. nha thin kinh hoc cognitive ad)
16 disruplive ac. pha vo redirect v. thay d8i phucng RUeTS
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The Emergence of Writing

_ . - mmmxawupledmm
qins of writing, it is necessary :
iEpie Rt 518 SV - anguages are-not descended from a sing|e

i culture. First, | .
theories about language and Py St B Biblicy

Mesopotamia, and then spread and evolved throughout the rest of the WO""I- Further,
19th century sociologists who applied the biological theory of evolution to En?l.l_&ge
{ viewed writing as not only having a common ancestor but 'also exhubmng
an evolutionary hierarchy, which placed alphabetical ‘sCl'JPTS above I.dﬂographh: or
syllabic writing systems. In the context of the linguistic history of the s_mcmnt world, that
perspective presented European and Near Eastern cultures as more highly evolved than

those of Asia, Africa, and Mesoamerica. Nothing could be further from the truth given
th magnificent architecture, art, laws,

developmen

that empires rich in cultural splendour, complete wi
and infrastructure, were built by civilisations with non-alphabetic scripts.

Scholars now agree that the advent of writing seems to coincide with the transition from

nomadic lifestyles to more permanent agrarian ones - because people were growing

food and tending to livestock, it became necessary to develop ways of keeping track of

inventory and property. It is also agreed that different forms of writing developed not only

in the Fertile Crescent, but also within the ancient societies of Asia and Mesoamerica and

that none of these civilisations had any contact with one another during this time. Of these

geographical areas, itis most likely that the earliest writing occurred in the Fertile Crescent

territory of Sumer, possibly as early as 8000 B.C. The ancient Sumerians originally usec

tokens, such as small clay triangles, spheres, and cones, to symbolise sheep, measures

of grain, jars of oil, and other goods. Basically, the shape of the token carried the meaning

of the word that was being represented. Eventually, the Sumerians began pressing e

tokens into soft clay tablets, much as one would use stamps, to transcribe their dealings
o e o s e
could have evolved together. Archeological alxcasg:s“ng 5 e mathﬂ'“lam’r
the ancient world, show that the Sumerian scri ta i i
10 Iibomphle making, mieening et scin. s Pb g:radually advanced from pictograp"™
just the symbol itself. At that point, writin s o mnouply: ke 32
' 9 was already developing into a tool that we"

beyond simply transmitting information; it was becoming a means of communicat™
'deas, sharing knowledge, and recording history.
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Do the following statements agree with the views
of the writer in th
6 passage?

Write
YES if the statement agrees with the views of the wriler
NO if the statement contradicts the views of the write
NOT GIVEN :

if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

17 The Bible’s account of the origin of Ianguaga is accurate
18 Cultures with alphabets were no more advanced than others

19  Asian writing systems were less technical than Middle Eastern ones

20  In Sumer, mathematics developed separately from writing.

e higrarchy n. he

e —— e - ——— . c &n mau
R ; P mt 8 N Nguy
debunk o ¢4, irdn 15t la descend v bt ngudn 1, xudt rh,m'm p[m-, 111:9 K hiéu, bidu tuong dé dén dat
thé p . 7 o ang hinh, chu Digu y (St 3
1979 ¢ap bac ideographic adj (thude) chi tuang hif L Trung bé chau My c6 dai splendour n. su huy

" ; iea ) ’
Y rghi phic tap) syllabic ad (thude) am nat Mescamernt S sk (thudc) du muc agranan adj (thudc)
"9ang. choy o1 advent n s dén (cha mot vigc quan 11ong) NOME

bunh. chi hinh vé (cha cua nguol nguyén thuy o su
fibr — a1 tuong '
"9 Nahiép sphere n hinh ciu pictograph n chu

iy
NG hink 4nh don gian)
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