AUDIO TAPE TEST#7
“THE MISSING CHILD”

https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=0ntEHgS X OxI

You will hear an audio script concerning a mission-related topic. This script will be
followed by a conversation between 2 persons. This conversation will relate to the
script and you will hear the tape only once. You will make notes of the script and of
the conversation and from these notes you will be instructed either to answer 10
questions or complete a written report of the incident.

On 4" Oct. 2005, UN Police Operations Coordinator was on routine visit of all the Liberian
National Police Stations located in Monrovia city.

With him were UN ID Number CP 254. At Station number 2, they met the Chief of Police
who gave his name as John. He told the team that he has been in charge of this station
since the war ended in year 2003 and that since then there has never been any serious
incident like the one that occurred on the last day in the month of September 2005, in
which a boy of six years drowned in the lagoon. The boy is the only child of his 32 year old
mother whose husband died during the war in 1999. She is a fish seller in the fish market
located 50 meters from the Atlantic Ocean. She and her son live in the Blue house beside
the Police Station.

The mother usually works in the market place and the boy normally goes to school. On
that Fateful day, however, all the schools were closed due to a holiday. There was no one
at home that the boy could stay with, so the boy went to the marketplace with his mother at
0800 hours. While the mother was busy with customers, he left without telling her and
headed to the beach. He has been in the habit of going to play on the beach each time he
goes with his mother to the marketplace. His mother has always been too busy with her
business to notice this. As usual, she again did not know when her son left for the beach
until about an hour later when she realized that the boy did not take breakfast and that she
brought some food from home. The boy could not be seen anywhere around the market.
She searched everywhere, but could not find him. Her friend advised her to report to the
Police. She did as her friend had advised and the Police together with all the market
women started searching for the boy all over the neighborhood, but he could still not be
found.

The search went on until 1400 hours on 3rd October, 2005, when a fisherman who was
walking on the beach found the body of a young male person on the sea side and alerted
the Police because he was aware that a child had been declared missing by the police
three days earlier. The boy's mother who came along with the police immediately identified
the body to be that of her missing son. She recognized the black spot on the bridge of his
nose which he had from birth. She also recognized the brown shorts and black sweater as
well as a small gold ring on his left fore finger. The body was taken to the General Hospital
Where it was confirmed after examination that the boy died of drowning.

The Police Chief told the Coordinator that a number of people drown every year in the
Ocean. But this has always been in other parts of Monrovia and not in his area. He was so
upset that such a tragedy has now occurred in his Area of Responsibility.
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The following conversation was between the UN Police Operations Coordinator
and the Boy’s Mother.

UN POC: Good morning. | was told you are the mother of the boy that
drowned in the Ocean

Boy’s Mother: Yes. | am his mother. He is my only child. His father died
during the war in 1999.

UN POC: How old are you and what do you do for a living?

Boy’s Mother: | am 32 years old. | sell fish in the Fish market. The market is
about 50 meters away from the Atlantic Ocean.

UN POC: Where do you live?

Boy’s Mother: Our house is the Blue house beside the Police Station

UN POC: Why did you take your son to the fish market on 3oth September,
20057

Boy’s Mother: My son's school like every other school in Liberia is on
Holidays and there is no one to take care of him at home. That is why | took
him with me to the market like | do everyday.

UN POC: What happened while you were in the market?

Boy’s Mother: | was too busy attending to my customers and did not know
when he left. It was about an hour later that | discovered he was not around.
UN POC: Did you know that he has been going to play on the beach each
time he goes to the market?

Boy’s Mother: | have always been too busy to notice what he does or where
he goes to.

UN POC: What did you do when you discovered that your son was not
around to take his meal?

Boy’s Mother: | searched round the market, but could not find him. Upon my
friend’s advice, | went to Police Station No. 2 and reported to the officer on
duty.

UN POC: Where was he found and who found him?

Boy’s Mother: | will say that my son was never found because only his dead
body was found by a fisherman lying by the seaside. And a dead body is as
bad as if he was not found.

UN POC: How did you know that the found dead body was that of your son?
Boy’s Mother: My son had a black spot on the bridge of his nose right from
birth. | could not make any mistake about that. | also recognized the clothes
he was putting on as well as the small gold ring he had on his left fore finger.
UN POC: Do you suspect any foul play?

Boy’s Mother: | can’t doubt the expert who found out that my son died of
drowning. | guess | haven’t been a good mother. | paid more attention on my
business that on my only son. | am sorry.

UN POC: Accept my sympathy.

Boy’s Mother: Thank you.
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QUESTION PAPER

Family Name: ......coooveiiiiiiiiiiininn, First Name: ......coooveiiiiiiiiiieen,
Country: ..o Date.....ccoooeeeeeeeeeee e

Q1: Who was visiting Liberian National Police Stations located in Monrovia city?

Q2: In which police station did they meet John?

Q3: Before this incident, how many people had drowned in the police Chief's Area of
Responsibility?

Q4: How many children did the 32 years old woman have?

Q5: Where is the fish market located?

Q6: As schools were closed due to a holiday, why did the boy go with his mother to the
market place?

Q7: Why did the woman not notice her son going to play on the beach?

Q8: What killed the boy?
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Q9: Who found the boys body and when was it found?

Q10: With what did the woman identify the body to be her missing son?
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