READING AND WRITING

A Feedthe sricle.

Celebrating Life Changes

In Mexico and same oIher Latin Amésican countries, some gins mark their 15th binthclay with a
celetrabon caled a fests ge quincsancra. In tha mormng, the birthday gl goss to church with
her family and her best frends, She wears a beautful (2nd sometimes very expensve) dress
given 1o har for the occasion. Later in the day, there is a huge party, with a big cake that matchas
fhe style o coler of the gin's cress in some way, The night is filled with music and dancing,

When oldar peopde inthe United States retirg, their riends and coworkers ofien throw them a
retiement party 1o celebrate tis ifa change. On their 1ast day of work, there S a big dinner,
with entertainment allerward. Pecple make speeches and el jokas about the relires, Guests
like to give presents, such as a watch or an album of photos of the persan's coworkers,

Becoming an adult is & very important life change,
and Japan has a gpecial hollday 10 celebrate this. The
second Sunday in January i Coming-ol-Age Day.

On that day, everyone who had their 20th bithday in
the previous year goes 1o their city or town hall for a
special ceramony. Everyone dresses up, and many
women wear beautifl kimonos. The maycr makes a
speach and gives presents to all the new aduits,

Some kicis are afraid to =tart schoal, but sie-yearoids in Germary car't wait. For them,
Schulanfarng is a big holiday, To celebrate a child's first day of schocl, pareats. or friends give
the child & Zuckertite, a blg colorful cardboard cone filled with candy and litthe presents.
People take pictures of the kicls holding their Zuckerfite, and there is a schoo| party later for
the parents with cake and coffee.

o B Complets the chart with information from the reading.
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