1 Closer Look at the Future of \
[This is the VOA Special English Technology Report.
High-quality systems used in video conferencing are called telepresence systems. The images
are life-size yet not truly lifelike. They kack the depth that pecple would
narmally ... — if they were in the same roam together. But this could change in the
future with new kinds of three-dimensional telepresence systems.

Last week, we told you about a 3-D system at the University of Arizona. Resesarchers can send

a. ommraesnnenenes (MIAEE OVEr the Internet and show it on a spedial screen in close to real
Hme Peoph wuuld not have to wear special glasses ke they often ... to watch
3-D mavies.

The system uses a lot of cameras to take pictures af a person from different ... ...
Lasers reproduce the pictures combined into three-dimensional images, or holograms. The
image appears mare realistic with the mare cameras that are used and the more pictures that
are

...........

Howard Lichtman is president of the Human Productivity Lab. His company advises ather
companies an buying and using telepresence systems. Mr. Lichtman also publishes
Telepresence Options, which reports on the industry.

He says this latest development would have done wonders for the "Star Wars'' mowie with the
famaous "'Princess Leia® hologram scene.

HOWARD LICHTMAN: “For Princess Leia to .....coennen Princess Leia needs to move and her
maouth needs to mowve, ete. And you haven't been able to do that with a regular hologram
bhecause the hologram would only be fixed in one spot. What they're able to do is, they're able
to refresh that image so that the image changes the same way a person changes when
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The researchers in Arizona say their 3-D system is still years away from completion. Even then,
Howard Lichtman says it may have .................... cOMpeting with systems already an the
market.

Most telepresence systems are two-dimensional. But Mr. Lichtman says the images are very
realistic.

HOWARD LICHTMAN: “It's a 2-D image, But it's ... clear, photo realistic, fluid
mavement, accurate flesh tones, and you would swear you were in the same physical space
with peaple who might be thousands of miles away.”

He says prices for telepresence systems are going down as mare people use the technalogy.

HOWARD LICHTMAN: "It's pushing down to everybady as these environments are becoming
publicly available or you can ... them by the hour, and at the same time that you're

getting very high guaiity, high definition video conferencing showing up on mabile devices and
in the home delivered through the set-top bax or through the PC."

A new eighteen-million-dallar project aims to create eleven telepresence centers for
] e R araund the United States. The government & working with the ATET

company to save maney and reduce ..o By reducing the need for travel
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