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NARRATIVE TENSES SN

When we tell stories or talk about events in the past we can |a'1af1’(1 ua2NnAU ﬁﬁ'u
use a variety of tenses. - T
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We use the past simple for completed actions in the past.
We use this for the main events in a story:
We went to a karaoke bar. | got excited. ] signedup to I —

sing.
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We use the past perfect simple (had + past participle) to
talk about events that happened before another event. We
use this tense to link the two events and show which one

happened first:
I had been to football matches before I went to this one.
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went to other matches  went to this match

We use the past continuous (was / were + verb + -ing) to
describe actions that were in progress at another point
intime in the past. We use this to describe what was
happening when another event happened:

When I sang the chorus, everyone was cheering.

sang chorus

Everyone cheering
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1. Past Simple Tense: (Subject) + (V»)
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| did my homework yesierday moming. (Simaudinnunau)
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2. Past Continuous Tense: (Subject) + (was/were) + (V.ing)
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| was doing my homework yesterday morming; still, | have not finished it yet. ([fvihmsthusasrsraiinesilatull ablsinmdu

guvinliaiwan)
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| was doing my homework when you called me. (urndwsinnstnuseugniinsun) sudwindumaewiimatinuoy uszanlnn
fndome
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| was doing my homework; my brother was cleaning the house while our parents were talking to the neighbors. ([uinaduyinmTtinug
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3. Past Perfect Tense: (Subject) + (had) + (vs)
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| had finished my breakfast before | did my homework, (Sudutsznmdiadnoufiverimatn
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You had called me while | did my homework. (AmlaTwamauduinsing mslnanesfiunsiduniimavihmatnu
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| had done my homework yesterday morming. (fuvihnmsthuaisdlougdi)
4. Past Perfect Continuous Tense: (Subject+(had)+(been)+ (v4)
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| had been doing my homework when | thought about what | would do on the weekend.
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Past Simple tense = i Ini luafingzzm HaLdI9ULa?

Past Continuous tense = Luqn“r;m"lusﬁnﬁﬁﬂ penwindlnvuaziuaa

Past Perfect tense - mqnﬁrﬁlﬁﬂﬁuﬁauﬁnma manivideluaiin

Past perfect continuous tense = ansaifignvinagnioiloyuazifetfunaudnmenisaimilluaiie

GRAMMAR // Narrative tenses

10 a What are the names of the tenses in these sentences?
1 [ was standing with 50,000 supporters and we began to sing.
2 Bythis time, karacke had spread across Asia and around the
world.
3 When I gotto the chorus, everyone was cheering.

b Complete the table with the correct tenses.

Narrative tense | Use

1 We use this tense to talk about specific events or
states,

2 We use this tense to talk about an event that
happened before another event.

3 We use this tense to talk about events in progress.
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11 Choose the correct verb forms.

1 In1948, while he was?;}ngmg / had sung at Covent
Garden in London, opera singer Walter Midgley
swalldived / had Bvallowed half of his fake
moustache.

2 Inthe mid-2000s, many karaoke bars in the
Philippines baﬁhed,/ were banning the Frank
Sinatra song My Way after it wasiirovokfng / had
provoked fights and violence.

3 Some anthropologists believe that humans Fea?ht/
ha;Blé-amr how to speak after they hadjearnt /
werg’feaming how to sing. b

4 InMarch 2017, an Indian man had®ung / sang for
105 hours non-stop and wafsetﬁng!s t the world
record for the longest singing marathon.

5 The pop group Milli Vanilli wBn / wasbffvinning a
Grammy award and then lost it when the judges
discovered they werén't singing / hadn'ss‘ung a
single song on their album.

6 Many years after the Spice Girls had %épara ted/
were separating, Victoria Beckham adrflitted / h
admitted that her microphone was not on at many
of the concerts.

SPEAKING

12 a You are going to tell a story about a song thatis
important to you. First, choose a song that fits one of
the categories below.
= A song that holds a lot of memories for you

» One of your favourite songs

» A song that reminds you of a particular time
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Then think about your answers to these questions.
« Who wrote the song? Who sang it originally?

How old were you when you first heard this song?

Where were you?

What were you doing?

How did it affect you?

« Had you heard this song before, or was it the first time?

= Have you ever sung this song? Would you like to?
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