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Faffawing the first batties ot Lexington and Concord, the eolomies decided they should hove a meeting and decide what to
o next. The eolonies had warked tagether in the post to profest Beitish taxes ond didcuss common interests. This aew
group wios colfed the Seeond Continental Cangrass, ond it would became the national government. The congress fnsted s
s and made impartont decisicns, helping establish American indepeadence and urite the colomies

= Directions: Read the passage and underline four main ideas. Then answer the questions.

What wos the purpose? News of the batties ai Lexington and Concord spread throughout the colonies. In
1775 the coloniea agreed 1o meet at the State Housa in Philadelphia. Not all colonies agreed there should be a
war between America and Britain. In fact, the congress sent a pelition asking British King George [l for peace.
By the time the letler arrived in London, the angry king was sending more soldiers 1o
stop the colonial rebefion. Allhough the congress hoped to avoid a war, they decided
they should at least prepare for one. Firsl, the leaders formed the Conlinental Armry, a
group of professionafy trained aoldiers who would replace the local militias. Next, they
chose George Washington as the commander-in-chief to lead the army. Congress
acsked each colony to supply the army with soldiers, food, #nd suppliea. They also printed
Amarican monay that could be used in all colonies, called Continentals.
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Who wos fthera? The greup chese Peyton Randolph lo serve as
president, with other notable members [&e John Adams, John Jay, and
Richard Lea. New amivals 1o the congress included Benjamin Frankiin,d John
Hancock, and Thomas Jefferson. Oweral, there were about 60 delegales
representing thei colonies. The colonies voluniesrad to work together.

e
Declargtion of Independence Singe they were considened rebals, the congress risked

theeir ives by meeting. The congress moved locations several times to avoid capture. In 1778,

the congress decided thee united colonies ought 1o be free and independent, .
Amotion passad, and 33-year-old lawyer Thomas Jefferson spant 17 days
wiiting the first draft of the Declaration of Independence. John Adams and
Benjamin Franklin helped revise it, and the document was presented to the
group. On July 4, 1776 it was approved by congress. Bells rmang and a
crowd gathered 2t Independence Hall to hear it read aloud. News spread
quickly and joyful colonists tore down British statues and signs. General
Washingion read the declaration to his troops five days later, and King George || received
news in London a month later. The war for independence would [ast seven maore years.
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1. What was the Continental Congress? (= 1 sentence)

1. Explain the purpose of the congress in your own words. (= 4 seatences)
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3. Cite two examples from this page how the colonles worked together. {2 1 sentences) s b kwrthe
colanies fo become
one nabiow.

4. How was the Dedaration of Independence created? (= 2 sentences| l
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