JESSE OWENS

Jesse Owens, also known as "The Buckeye Bullet," was an American
track and field athlete who won four gold medals and broke two world
records at the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin.

Owens was born James Cleveland Owens on September 12, 1913, in
Oakville, Alabama. The son of a sharecropper and the grandson of
enslaved peeple, Owens was a frail child who was often sick from
battles with chronic bronchial congestion and pneumonia. Still, he was
expected to work, and at the young age of seven he was picking up to
100 pounds of cotton a day to help his family put food on the table.

At East Technical High School, Owens quickly made a name for
himself as a nationally recognized sprinter, setting records in the 100
and 200-yard dashes as well as the long jump. After graduating, Owens
enrolled at Ohio State University, where he continued to flourish as an
athlete.

For Adolf Hitler and the Nazis, the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games were
expected to be a German showease and a statement for Aryan supremacy.
Hitler lambasted America for including Black athletes on its Olympic roster.
But it was the African American participants who helped cement America's
success at the Olympic Games. In all, the United States won 11 gold medals,
six of them by Black athletes. Owens was easily the most dominant athlete to
compete. He captured four gold medals (the 100 meter, the long jump, the 200
meter and the 400-meter relay) and broke two Olympic records along the 8
way.

“When | came back, after all those
stories about Hitler and his snub, [
came back to my native country, and
I could not ride in the front of the
bus. I had to go to the back door. |
couldn't ive where | wanted. Now
what's the difference?”

According to the Reading above, answer the following
questions according to the information provided.

— Jesse Owens
a. Who was Jesse Owens? I

b. Where and When was Jesse Owens born?

c. Why was Jesse Owens considered as frail child? S T b

d. What did Jesse Owens achieve at Berlin Olympic Games in 1936? THE
XI"™OLYMPIC GAMES
BERLIN, 1936
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