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¢ Read the text and then answer the following questions.

Jackals roam deserted Tel Aviv park after virus forces public indoors

Normally timid dog-like animals scavenge far outside their usual territory in empty Hayarkon Park
as lack of visitors’ scraps deprives them of usual food source
By AFP 15 April 2020, 12:39 am

With the coronavirus keeping Israelis indoors, dozens of jackals have taken over a deserted
park in Tel Aviv, scavenging for food in what is usually a playground for joggers and families.
The normally timid animals wander freely among palm trees and across the grass of
Hayarkon Park, an oasis in the Mediterranean city that was also a magnet for cyclists and picnickers
until the arrival of COVID-19.
The disease has cost 123 lives in Israel.
Hayarkon prides itself as being the lung of Tel Aviv, complete with a river and enough space for
tourists to pitch tents during last year’s Eurovision song contest, when hotels were fully booked.
Now, the rare human visitors wear masks and use their phones to photograph jackals, the
park’s new occupants.
Normally, the dog-like animals would only venture out from their burrows or the bushes at night in
more secluded parts of the park to search for scraps left by visitors, zoologist Yariv Malichi told
AFP.
“But once you take away the trash people are littering in the park, jackals have a problem — they
need to find another food source,” he explained.

“They are wandering far from their territories searching for food.” before nightfall, he said. “They
really feel comfortable in the park without people.”

The official from Israel’s Nature and Parks Authority said the lack of food has been more acute
because the coronavirus crisis has struck right in the middle of the jackals’ breeding season.

On pathways lined with yueca plants and prickly pear cacti, the occasional helmeted cyclist can
encounter the animals, who also appear undisturbed by joggers.

Malichi said he has not heard of any incidents with the animals, but warned against them growing
too familiar with humans.

“Our concern is that jackals will change their behavior and get used to people because some people
are throwing meat” to them, he said.

“Once a wild animal is making the connection *human equals food,” the danger is there, they’ll start
approaching people expecting to get food.” he said.

“It can be a small kid or a grown-up man, they don’t care,” Malichi said. “Leave them alone, don’t
feed them.”

Jackals in Hayarkon Park in Tel Aviv on April 13, 2020. (Jack Guez/AFP)



QUESTIONS:
1. What are jackals?

2. What is the usual food source for jackals?

3. Why is there a lack in the visitors” scraps in Hayarkon Park?

4, What did visitors use to do in Hayarkon Park?

5. Who are the new occupants of the park and how do they behave in it nowadays?

6. How do the human visitors to Hayarkon Park behave nowadays?

7. When did the jackals use to come out looking for food before the Covid-19 crisis?

8. Why is it more difficult for jackals to have less food at this specific time of the year?

9. Has there been any incidents with jackals in Hayarkon Park?

10. Why is it unadvisable to feed the jackals?




