Carrot, cabbage
Unstressed vowels [a/ and /i/

 In words with two or more syllables, at least one syllable is weak (does not have stress).
"« Listen to these words which have two syllables, and the second syllable is weak.
carrot cabbage
[ In weak syllables, native speakers of English very often use the weak vowel sounds /o/ and /i/.
« Listen again to the two words above: the O in carrot is pronounced /o and the A in cabbage
I is pronounced /1/.

| m « Look at the mouth diagram to see how to make the sound 7o/,
A29) o Listen to these examples and repeat them. The weak vowels in the unstressed syllables in bold

are pronounced /2/,

| weak A: away banana woman sugar
| weak E: garden paper under

weak O: police docror Correct
[rclam:d tlongue —— weak U: support figure colour

and lips

"

« Look at the mouth diagram to see how to make the sound /i/.
A3 . Listen to these examples and repeat them. The weak vowels in the unstressed syllables in black

are pronounced /V/.

= weak A; orange cabbage
weak E: dances wanted bezmn  women
frant of weak [: music walking
tongue up weak U: lermace minare
I "Alex’s lettuces tasted like cabbages.”

| IR  Spclling

Notice in the examples above that nearly any vowel spelling may be pronounced as a weak vowel.

Note: Often, whole words are pronounced as weak syllables, with a weak vowel. For example: half an
hour, going to work, Jim was late. See Unit 33.
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