GENDER ROLES — Student handout

Video (listening)

Ross and his ex-wife, Carol, have a son, Ben. His ex-wife has a new partner, Susan.
They share custody of Ben, and in this short clip we see that Carol and Susan are
coming over to drop him off with Ross.

Watch the clip and answer the following questions:

1. Why is Ross (the dad) so upset about Ben (the son) playing with a Barbie?
a. Because he doesn't like Barbies
b. Because he doesn't think it's appropriate for boys
c. Because his ex-wife gave him the Barbie

2. Why does Ben have the Barbie?
a. Because he chose it at the store
b. Because Susan gave it to him
c. Because they didn't have any other toys

3. How do Carol and Susan react to Ross’ opposition to Ben playing with the Barbie?
a. They don't pay too much attention to it
b. They agree with Ross
c. They are offended by his reaction

4. What does Ross do about the situation?
a. He shows Ben other toys to play with
b. He plays with Ben and his Barbie
c. He hides the Barbie
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Discussion time
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