LISTENING & READING PRACTICE

UNIT 8

9 Read the article about flooding. Six sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the
sentences A-G the one which fits each gap. There is one extra sentence.

Flooding: the new danger

Areas in certain parts of the world have recently been hit by disastrous floods and others by a sequence of earthquakes.
(1) .....cooo...... Away from earthquake zones, one of the most worrying problems these days is flooding and it is predicted
that as a result of the changes in climate, this type of disaster will occur with greater frequency in the future, affecting
the lives of millions of people.

There are many victims of flooding. (2) ......_.......Everytime it rains for longer than a day or two, they ask, “Will it be us
this time? Will it be our house that is flooded?’ After the fear, comes the reality; tons of water spilling over the river
banks, into roads, houses and over fields. People become trapped in their own homes when the road becomes a river
and need to be rescued by ill-prepared rescue services. And people die in floods. (3) .............. Then we have the
emotional and financial cost of flooding. Lifelang possessions are lost, security disappears and there is the worry over
restoration. How will we pay for it? Some insurance companies refuse to cover properties in certain areas because of the
high risk of flooding. (4) .................

Rescue services regularly carry out flood simulation emergency practice where they get vital, realistic practice of what to
doif the real thing should happen. (S} .............. However, this is like a doctor treating the symptoms and not the cause
of a problem. What we really need to deal with is preventing the flooding in the first place. It is accepted that we cannot
reverse climate change, but we can certainly spend maney on strengthening sea and riverwalls. (8) ... ... The
problem is that, as always, these things cost a lot of money. However, surely it is worth investing this money now, if it will
prevent even greater monetary loss later. It is something that the government needs to take seriously because it's a
problem that is not going to go away.

Indeed, if anything, the situation is likely to get worse. Many experts believe that those responsible will need to look at a
range of measures, not just flood defences, but also land management schemes and even how we design our homes so
that floods do less damage to property when they do occur and houses can be lived in again soon after the waters
recede. |t seems that our approach to flooding needs a complete rethink.

A They drown, trapped in cars or swept away by E This is welcome and will no doubt mean that they will
fast-moving rivers. be able to evacuate and save more people in the event
E There are also many ways in which psople can improve of 2 massive flood.
defences to their own homes, F Most of us know someone who has been caught up in
C Unscrupulous builders develop low-lying land that is in the devastation caused by these events.
great danger of flooding. G Therefore, some people may not have sufficient
D Firstly, there are those (one in five people in Britain) insurance lo carry out the repairs fo their flood
who live in constant fear of heavy rainfall. damaged houses; others may have nane.
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10 Read the article again and choose the best answers, A, B, C or D.

1

Incidences of flooding are

A caused by earthquakes.

B likely to increase.

C respansible for climate change.
D unpredictable.

Rescue services are usually

A too slowly.

B ready for anything.

C inadequate.

D incompetent.

The cost of flooding is

A purely financial.

B difficult to assess.

C covered by insurance.

D also psychological.

Practising for flood emergencies doesn't
A deal with the root of the problem.
B provide realistic training.

C happen often enough.

D include medical professionals.
Investment in flood defences now is
A foo expensive.

B worth it in the long run.

C unlikely to help.

D not a serious proposition.

Listening

13 © Listen to an extract from a radio phone-in
programme. Are these statements True (T), False
(F), or is the information Not Mentioned (NM)?

1

Martin's holiday to Spain was a last-minute

decision to celebrate his exam resuits. T/F/INM
2 The first Martin's family knew about the ash

cloud problem was when they got to the

airport. T/F/INM
3 Martin's family were given beds to sleep

on at the airport. T/F/INM
4 The airlines weren't being properly advised

by the aviation authority. TIF/INM
5 They flew to Spain on the third day. TIFINM

15

6 Experts believe we need to
A build more flood defences.
B improve flood management.
C redesign flooded houses.
D consider a variety of solutions.

16

11 Find words in the text which mean the same as
these phrases.

1 Paragraph 1: To affect something badly.

2 Paragraph 2: Something that you own or that you camy
with you at any time. ... ..

3 Paragraph 3: A model of something that can be used
to teach someone how to do something or the process
of making such a model. ...

4 Paragraph 3: To change a situation or change the
order of things so that it bacomes the opposite.

14

[ Total /16|

14 © Listen again and complete the sentences with
two or three words in each gap.

1 The family hadn't listened . .. .. so they
weren't aware of the ash cloud until they got to the
airport.

2 Martin's father was unable to get information online
because the aiine's ... ...

3 The seals were all full so they had to sleep

; ... DN their coats.

4 Intotal they endedup .. ... ... . atthe airport.

5 They might try to rebook the holiday later because they

from the airine.

5
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