Modal verbs: quick recap

En complément de la page 38 du workbook. Ce tableau n’est pas exhaustif !

BV = base verbale = verbe a I'infinitif sans to

BE CAREFUL : You MUSTN'T use 2 modal verbs at the same time!!!! (mustn’t = interdiction)

PAST

PRESENT FUTURE

was/were able to + BV = COULD
(interchangeables sauf si je peux

remplacer par | managed to do it,

alors ne pas utiliser COULD)

She could / was able to run a
marathon when she was younger (elle
pouvait)

had to

| had to bring the report before 10 am.

(J'ai di apporter, il a fallu que
j'apporte)

You should have come, it was a very
interesting conference (Tu aurais di
venir)
should have + part. passé
(-ed ou 3e colonne)

CAN +BV: capacité/permission will be able to+ BY

They'll be able to drop you off at the
airport (ils pourront te déposer)

will have to
I will have to leave at 9 pm. (Je
devrai partir & 21h, il faudra gue je
parte)

MUST + BV : obligation
IMUST do it vs | HAVE TO do it.
« Je pense que je dois le faire » vs

« On m'impose de le faire ».

SHOULD + BV : conseil
= ought to (formel)

You should ask your boss. (Tu
devrais)

MAY/MIGHT : possibilité

He may come tonight (il se peut
gu'il vienne, peut-étre qu'il viendra)
He might come tonight : la
personne qui parle est un peu
moins sare (il se pourrait qu’il
vienne)

MUST : forte probabilité, forte
certitude de la personne qui parle:

Oh, your mother is Australian ! You
must be fluent in English then !

CAN'T :déduction que quelque
chose est impossible
He can’t be at home, | saw him a
few minutes ago.

WILL / WOULD
Seuls le passé et le présent existent
en anglais. Pour exprimer le futur
ou le conditionnel, on utilise donc
un modal:
She will not (=won’t) watch TV
tonight. (elle ne regardera pas)
What would you do in my position?
(Que ferais-tu/Que feriez-vous)
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Modal verbs: quick recap

Attention aux mémes modaux utilisés dans les formulations polies:

May | borrow your pen ? / Could | borrow your pen ? (Puis-je emprunter)

Could you phone Mrs Smith please ? (Pourriez-vous téléphoner a)

You don’t have to use « ought to » because it's less common than should, but you will understand it if
you hear it. (don’t have to = absence d’obligation : vous n’étes pas obligés d’utiliser « ought to »)
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