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UN warns over impact of rapidly ageing populations

The world needs to do more to prepare for the impact of a rapidly ageing population, the UN has
warned - particularly in developing countries. Within 10 years the number of people aged over 60
will pass one billion, a report by the UN Population Fund said. The demographic shift will present
huge challenges to countries' welfare, pension and healthcare systems. The UN agency also said

more had to be done to tackle "abuse, neglect and violence against older persons".

The number of older people worldwide is growing faster than any other age group. The report,
Ageing in the 21st Century: A Celebration and a Challenge, estimates that one in nine people
around the world are older than 60. The elderly population is expected to swell by 200 million in
the next decade to surpass one billion, and reach two billion by 2050. This rising proportion of
older people is a consequence of success - improved nutrition, sanitation, healthcare, education
and economic well-being are contributing factors, the report says.

But the UN and a charity that also contributed to the report, HelpAge International, say the ageing
population is being widely mismanaged. "In many developing countries with large populations of
young people, the challenge is that governments have not put policies and practices in place to
support their current older populations or made enough preparations for 2050," the agencies said
in a joint statement.

The report warns that the skills and experience of older people are being wasted, with many
under-employed and vulnerable to discrimination. HelpAge said more countries needed to
introduce pension schemes to ensure economic independence and reduce poverty in old age. It
stressed that it was not enough to simply pass legislation - the new schemes needed to be funded

properly.

The UN report used India as an example, saying it needed to take urgent steps in this area.
Almost two-thirds of India's population is under 30. But it also has 100 million elderly people - a
figure that is expected to increase threefold by 2050. Traditionally, people in India live in large,
extended families and elderly people have been well looked after. But the trend now is to have
smaller, nuclear families and many of the country's elderly are finding themselves cast out, says
the BBC's Sanjoy Majumder in Delhi.
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1. The growth of the elderly population is going to make it extremely difficult to
provide adequate social service provision.

2. Approximately thirty per cent of the population are over 60 years old

3. Developed countries are much better prepared than developing countries for 2050

4. More financing is necessary to ensure new pension schemes are successful




5. Elderly people in India are not always being looked after as well as they were in the
past.

6. India is starting to deal with the neglect of its elderly population.

7. Bolivian Families look after their elderly relatives better than any other developing
countries.




