The British have a reputation for being bad at learning languages, but is it really
true? | work for | a newspaper which was doing a series of articles about this. As
an experiment, they asked me to try and learn a completely new language for
one month. Then had to go to the country and do some 'tests’to see if | could
survive in different situations. | decided to learn Spanish because | would like to
visit Spain and Latin America in the future. If | go, | don't want to be the typical
Brit who expects everyone else to speak English. | did a one-month intensive
course in Spanish at a language school in London. | was a complete beginner
but | soon found that some Spanish words are very similar to English ones. For
example, hola isn't very different from 'hello’ and inglés is very similar to 'English’.
But other things were more difficult, for example, the verbs in Spanish change for
each person and that means you have to learn a lot of different endings. My
biggest problem was the_pronunciation. | found it very difficult to_pronounce some
letters in Spanish, especially “r’ and “j". | downloaded sentences in Spanish onto
my phone and | listened and repeated them again and again.

When my course finished | went to Madrid for the weekend to do my tests. A
Spanish teacher called Paula came with me and gave me a mark out of 10 for
each test and then a final mark for everything.

These were the tests and the rules:
TESTS
You have to...

1 order a drink and a sandwich in a bar, ask how much it is, and understand the
price.

2 ask for directions in the street (and follow them).
3 get a taxi to a famous place in Madrid.
4 leave a message on somebody's voicemail.

RULES -
You mustn't use a dictionary or phrase book -
you mustn't speak English at any time -

you mustn't use your hands or mime or write anything down
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The British have a reputation for being
bad at learning languages, but is it
really true? | work for | a newspaper
which was doing a series of articles
about this. As an experiment, they
asked me to try and learn a completely
new language for one month. Then
had to go to the country and do some
'tests' to see if | could survive in
different situations. | decided to learn
Spanish because | would like to visit
Spain and Latin America in the future.
If 1 go, | don't want to be the typical Brit
who expects everyone else to speak
English. | did a one-month intensive
course in Spanish at a language
school in London. | was a complete
beginner but | soon found that some
Spanish words are very similar to
English ones. For example, hola isn't
very different from 'hello’ and inglés is
very similar to 'English'. But other
things were more difficult, for example,
the verbs in Spanish change for each
person and that means you have to
learn a lot of different endings. My
biggest problem was the
pronunciation. | found it very difficult to
pronounce some letters in Spanish,
especially “r" and “J". | downloaded
sentences in Spanish onto my phone
and | listened and repeated them
again and again.

When my course finished | went to
Madrid for the weekend to do my tests.
A Spanish teacher called Paula came

Nguwdi Anh néi tiéng 14 hoc ngén ngr
kém, nhung sw that cé dung nhw vay
khéng? Toi lam viéc cho t0i mot to bao
da dang mét loat bai ve dieu nay. Nhw
mét thir nghiém, ho yéu cau téi thir va
hoc mét ngdén nglr hoan toan mei
trong mét thang. Sau do6 phai di dén
dat nwdc va lam mot so 'bai kiém tra'
dé xem liéu t6i c6 thé sbng sot trong
cac tinh huéng khac nhau hay khéng.
Téi quyét dinh hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha
vi t6i mudn dén tham Tay Ban Nha va
My Latinh trong twong lai. Néu t6i di,
t6i khéng muédn tré thanh ngudi Anh
dién hinh mong moi nguwdi néi tiéng
Anh. Téi da tham gia mot khoa hoc
chuyén sau keo dai mét thang bang
tiéng Tay Ban Nha tai mét truéng
ng6n nglr & London. Téi la mét ngudi
m&i bat dau hoan toan nhwng téi sém
nhan ra rang mot so tir tiéng Tay Ban
Nha rét gibng vai tw tiéng Anh. Vi du:
hola khéng khac Iam véi 'hello' va
inglés rét gibng véi 'English'. Nhung
nhi*rng th& khac kho hon, vi duy, cac
doéng tir trong tiéng Tay Ban Nha thay
doi déi v&i mbi ngudi va diéu do co
nghia la ban phai hoc rat nhiéu cach
két thuc khac nhau. Van dé |én nhéat
clia t6i la phat &m. T6i thay rat kho
phat &am mét s6 chi cai trong tiéng
Tay Ban Nha, dac biét la “r" va *j". Téi
da tai cac cau bang tiéng Tay Ban
Nha xubng dién thoai ctia minh va téi
da nghe va lap lai ching nhiéu lan.
Khi khoa hoc cla t6i két thic, t6i dén
Madrid vao cudi tuan dé lam cac bai
kiém tra ctia minh. M6t gido vién
nguwdi Tay Ban Nha tén la Paula dén
véi t6i va cho téi diém 10 cho médi bai
kiém tra va sau dé 1a diém cuéi cung
cho moi thir.
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with me and gave me a mark out of 10
for each test and then a final mark for
everything.

These were the tests and the rules:
TESTS

You have to...

1 order a drink and a sandwich in a
bar, ask how much it is, and
understand the price.

2 ask for directions in the street (and
follow them).

3 get a taxi to a famous place in
Madrid.

4 leave a message on somebody's
voicemail.

RULES -

You mustn't use a dictionary or phrase
book -

you mustn't speak English at any time

you mustn't use your hands or mime
or write anything down

DAy la cac bai kiém tra va cac quy téc:

KIEM TRA

Ban phai...

1 goi d6 udéng va banh mi sandwich
trong quan bar, hoi gia bao nhiéu va
hiéu gia ca.

2 hoéi dwong trén dudng (va di theo
ho).

3 bat taxi dén mot dja diém noi tiéng &
Madrid.

4 dé lai tin nhén trong hép thw thoai
cua ai do.

QUY TAC -

Ban khong dwgc st dung toe dién hoac
sach cum tor -

ban khéng dwoc ndi tiéng Anh bét cir
luc nao -

ban khéng dugc dung tay, kich cam
hay viét bt cr thir gi
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