MODAL AUXILIARIES
Exercise 9. Warm-up. (Chart 7-3)

Check (¥) the sentences in each group that have the same meaning. banh diu (v) vao

nhirng ciu trong moi nhom ¢é cung nghia.

GROUP A

i, Maybe it will be hot tomorrow. n.:;,

2. It might be hot tomorrow. "’a‘s’ 5
3. It may be hot tomorrow.

GROUP B

4, You can have dessert, now.

5: You may have dessert, now.

GROUPC

6. She can't stay up late.

; She might not stay up late.

7-3 Expressing Possibility: May, Might, and Maybe;
Expressing Permission: May and Can

(Dién ta kha nang xay ra: May, Might, va Maybe;
Dién ta sw cho phép: May va Can)

(a) It may rain tomorrow. May and might express possibility in the

(b) It might rain tomorrow. present or future. They have the same

(c) - Why isn't John in class? meaning. There is no difference in

- I don't know. He f may 1 be sick today. | meaning between (a) and (b).

mjght] May va might dién ta kha ning trong hién tai

hodc twong lai. Chung c6 cung y nghia. Khong co
sur khéc biét vé y nghia gitra (a) va (b).

(d) It may not rain tomorrow. Negative: may not and might not

(e) It might not rain tomorrow (Do not contract may and might with
not.)
Phi dinh: may not va might not
(Khong rat gon may va might vii not.)

(f) Maybe it will rain tomorrow. In (f) and (g): maybe (spelled as one

COMPARE: word) is an adverb. It means "possibly." It

(g) Maybe John is sick. (adverb) comes at the beginning of a sentence.

(h) John may be sick. (verb) INCORRECT: It will maybe rain tomorrow.
_In (h): may be (two words) is a verb
form: the auxiliary may + the main verb be.
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Examples (g) and (h) have the same
meaning.

INCORRECT: John maybe sick.

Trong (f) va (g): maybe (mot tir) 1a mot trang tir.
N6 ¢6 nghia 13 "c6 thé." N6 dirng & diu cau.

SAl: It will maybe rain tomorrow.

_Trong (h): may be (hai tir) la mot dang dong tur:
trg dong tir may + dong tir chinh be.

Vi du (g) va (h) co6 ciing nghia.

SAl: John maybe sick.

(i) Yes, children, you may have a cookie | May is also used to give permission, as in

after dinner. (i)-
(j) Okay, kids, you can have a cookie Can is often used to give permission, too, as
after dinner in (j).

NOTE: Examples (i) and U) have the same
meaning, but may is more formal than
can.

May ciing dwoc sir dung dé cho phép, nhu trong
(i).

Can ciing thuéong dugc sir dung dé cho phép, nhw
trong (j).

LUU Y: Vi du (i) va (j) cé cting y nghia, nhung c6
thé trang trong hon c6 the.

(k) You may not have a cookie. May not and cannot (can't) are used to
You can't have a cookie. deny permission (i.e., to say "no"

May not va cannot (can't) dwoc sir dung dé pha

nhan sy cho phép (tirc la néi "khéng")

Exercise 10. Looking at grammar. (Chart 7-3)

Complete the sentences with can, may, or might. Identify the meaning expressed by
the modals: possibility or permission.

Hoan thanh cac ciu véi can, may, hodc might. Xac dinh nghia dwoc dién ta 1a kha nidng hay su cho
phép.

In a courtroom for a speeding ticket

1. No one speaks without the judge's permission. You may / can not speak until the

judge asks you a question. Meaning: permission ¢
2. The judge reduce your fine for your speeding ticket,

or she not. It depends. Meaning:

3. You not argue with the judge. If you argue, you will get a fine.
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Meaning:

4. You have a strong case, but I'm not sure if you will convince the judge. You

win or you lose. Meaning:

Exercise 11. Looking at grammar. (Chart 7-3)

Rewrite the sentences with the words in parentheses. Viét lai cic cau sau véi nhimng tir trong
Nngoac.

1. It may snow tonight.

(might)
(Maybe)

2. You might need to wear your boots.
(may)
(Maybe)
3. Maybe there will be a blizzard.

(may)
(might)

Exercise 12. Let's talk. (Chart 7-3)

Answer each question with may, might, and maybe. Include at least three possibilities
in each answer. Tra loi mbi ciu hoi véi may, might, va maybe. Moi ciu gom it nhit ba kha ning.

Example: What are you going to do tomorrow?
-> [ don't know. I may go downtown. OR I might go to the laundromat.
Maybe I'll study all day. Who knows?

1. What are you going to do tomorrow night?

2. What's the weather going to be like tomorrow?

3. What is our teacher going to do tonight?

4. Ann isn't in class today. Where is he/she?

k-
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5. What is your occupation going to be ten years from now?

Exercise 13. Listening. (Charts 7-2 and 7-3)

You will hear sentences with can, may, or might. Decide if the speakers are expressing
ability; possibility, or permission.
Ban sé& nghe cac ciu sau véi can, may, hoic might. Xéc dinh xem ngudi néi dang dién ta ability;
ossibility, hay permission
Ability (n) kha ndng, nang luc Possibility (n) kha nang xay ra ( | Permission (n) sw cho phép
(phén I6m thubc vé con ngwiri) | cia mét viéc gi d6 co thé xay ra
) (s ¢6 thé, kha ning xay ra).

Example: You will hear: A: Where's Victor?

B: I don't know. He may be sick.

You will choose: ability possibility permission

1. ability  possibility permission 4. ability  possibility permission
2. ability  possibility permission 5.ability  possibility permission

3. ability  possibility permission
Exercise 14. Warm-up. (Chart 7-4)

In which sentence is the speaker expressing a past ability? a present possibility? a
future possibility? Trong ciu nao ngudi néi dién td mot ndng luc & qua khir, kha nang & hién tai va
kha nang trong twong lai.

A soccer game

1. There is five minutes left and the score is 3-3. Our team could win.
2. The goalie is on the ground. He could be hurt.

3. Our team didn't win. We couldn't score another goal.

7-4 Using Could to Express Posibility

(Dung Could dé dién tia kha nang xay ra)

(a) - How was the movie? Could you One meaning of could is past ability, as in
understand the English? (a).

- Not very well. | could only understand | Another meaning of could is possibility.

it with the help of subtitles. In (b): He could be sick has the same

(b) -Why isn't Greg in class? meaning as He may/might be sick, i.e., It is
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- I don't know. He could be sick. possible that he is sick.

(c) Look at those dark clouds. It could In (b): could expresses a present
start raining any minute. possibility.
In (c): could expresses a future

possibility.

Could dién ti kha ning trong qua khit, nhu trong
(a).

M6t nghia khac chia could la kha ndng xay ra.

O (b): Anh dy ¢6 thé bi 6m c6 nghia gidng nhu
Anh dy c6 1& bi 6m, tirc 14 ¢6 thé 1a anh ta bi 6m.
Trong (b): could dién dat mot kha ning hién tai.
Trong (c): could dién dat m6t kha ning xay ra
trong twong lai.

Exercise 15. Looking at grammar. (Charts 7-2 and 7-4)
Does could express past, present, or future time? What is the meaning: ability or
possibility?

Could cd dién ta thi qua khir, hién tai va twong lai khong? Ability va Possibility cé nghia la gi?

Sentence Past Present | Future | Ability | Possibility

1.1 could be home late tonight. Don't wait

for me for dinner.

2. Thirty years ago, when he was a small
child, David could speak Swahili fluently.
Now he's forgotten a lot of it.

3. A: Where's Alicia?

B: I don't know. She could be at the mall.

4. When | was a child, | could climb trees,

but now I'm too old.

5. Let's leave for the airport now. Yuki's
plane could arrive early, and we want to be

there when she arrives.

6. A: What's that on the carpet?
B: I don't know:. It looks like a bug. Or it

could be a piece of fuzz.

Exercise 16. Let's talk. (Chart 7-4)
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Suggest possible solutions for each situation. Use could. D¢ xuit cac cach giai quyét cho mbi
tinh huéng. St dung could.

Example: Tim has to go to work early tomorrow. His car is completely out of gas.

His bicycle is broken. ’
-> He could take the bus to work.

-> He could get a friend to take him to a gas station to get gas.
-> He could try to fix his bike.

-> He could get up very early and walk to work.

1. Lisa walked to school today. Now she wants to go home. It's raining hard. She doesn't

have an umbrella, and she's wearing sandals.

but the tennis court is covered with snow.

3. Roberto just bought a new camera. He has it at home now. He has the instruction
manual. It is written in Japanese. He can't read Japanese. He doesn't know how to

operate the camera.

4. Albert likes to travel around the world. He is 22 years old. Today he is alone in Paris.

He needs to eat, and he needs to find a place to stay overnight. But while he was asleep

on the train last night, someone stole his wallet. He has no money.
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“Maybe God wants us to meet a few wrong people before meeting the right one, so

that when we finally meet the person, we will know how to be grateful.”

C6 thé Thwong P€ muén ban phdi gdp nhiéu ké xdu trwdc khi gdp ngwaoi tét, dé ban

c6 thé nhdn ra ho khi ho xudt hién.
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