U8 Aye-Aye: The Lemur
with the “Deadly” Finger
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Off the southeast of Africa, on the island of Madagascar, there
lives a with a “demonic” digit. It’s a type of lemur that

lives high up in the treetops and is known to locals as an aye-aye.
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Aye-ayes have a pointed face, round eyes, and very large ears, which are

of lemurs. However, aye-ayes also have a special third finger 1,

which is thinner than the others. It is this finger that many local people believe

to be unlucky. Aye-ayes use their third finger to tap rapidly on the of
a tree. Then they shape their huge ears into cups to better hear the echo of
their tapping sounds. By listening to the echoes, the aye-ayes can build a

picture of the spaces inside the tree where grubs, its

food source, could be lurking. Once an aye-aye hears a grub moving inside a
tree, it uses its long front teeth to quickly chew a hole through the tree trunk.
When it finds a grub, it puts its longest finger inside the hole and the
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Legends plight stuck native curse strange
threatened death conservationists terrified
Scientists have two theories about how the aye-aye got its name.

The first is that “aye-aye” comes from the Malagasy phrase “heh-heh”, which

means “l don’t know.” When people were first asked what the

animal was called, they replied, “heh-heh”, and the name . BExH
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The second theory is that locals were of the aye-aye and would

cry “Aye! Aye!” at the sight of one. To this day, many still fear aye-ayes, 1,

believing that the animal’s third finger represents the arrival of

tell of an aye-aye’s ability to a person simply by

pointing at them. It’s no wonder, then, that aye-ayes are often killed on sight.
Over time, humans have killed so many aye-ayes and cut down so many trees
that these animals have become . BIEBRAREMAREER
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The aye-aye’s has drawn attention from scientists who want to

save them. However, it is an uphill battle as many of the locals are unwilling to

let go of their fear and hatred of aye-ayes. At any rate, aren’t
ready to give up on these unique animals just yet. 3§RAYEILE S [FEAIRHIFIRY
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