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Directions: Read the biography and answer the guestions that follow.

Benjamin Banneker
by lohanna Johnston

1. Tick, tock. The clock worked. Ding! Ding! When the hands marked the hour it chimed. Benjamin Banneker had made
the clock all by himself. “That is a wonderful clock,” said a man who lived near the Banneker Farm. “l really think that
it is the first chiming clock that anyone has ever made in America.” How did you learn to make it?

2. What could young Benjamin Banneker say? He had not learned how to make it from anyone. He had figured it out
for himself, looking at how clocks worked, thinking about what kinds of gears and wheels were needed. Then he had
made the gears and wheels for himself. After that, he had fitted them together, first this way, then that way—over
and over—until at last, they moved back and forth as they should. Tick, tock, fick, tock, DING!

3. "“You are a remarkable young man,"” said the neighbor, "Have you gone to school af alle” Yes, Benjamin had been
lucky . .. He had learned to read and write. But then he had read all the books in the school. He could not find any
more books to read anywhere, He wanted fo study. He wanted to learn more. But he couldn’t, 5o he worked on his
father's farm. But even though he had to weork hard with his hands, he would not give up and stop using his mind. He
figured out ways to improve the farm tools. He figured out ways to do many things better than they had been done
before. Then he went fo work on the clock and made it work! " A young man like you deserves help,” said the
neighbor. "What can | do to help you?"

4. “"Could you lend me books to read?2” asked Benjamin Banneker. The neighbor could lend him books and did. They

were hard books about mathematics, surveying land and astronomy. Benjamin Banneker read them all and learned
everything in them. He learmed how to do the hardest problems. He learmned about the stars and the heavens. He
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learmed how to survey land. The neighbor was so impressed by what Benjamin Banneker learned that he talked to
Thomas Jefferson, the man who had written the Declaration of Independence. The war was over by this fime,
Jefferson and George Washington along with many others were working to build a new nation, the United States.
Thomas Jefferson thought of how the briliant Benjomin Banneker could help. Then Jefferson asked Banneker to join
the men whao were surveying land for the new capital city of Washington, D.C. 5o, Benjamin Banneker traveled to
Washington and helped to lay out and plan that city.

5. Today when we visit Washington, D.C., we can remember a boy who would not give up, who made a clock when he
had no bocks to read, Benjamin Banneker.

“Benjomin Banneker” by Johanna Johnston from A Special Bravery, copyright @ 1967 by Johanna Johnston and Abigail Jehnston, Used by permission of Abigail
Johnston.

1. When a neighbor saw the clock that Benjamin built, he called Benjamin "A remarkable young man." What does the
word remarkable mean?

A.  amazing
B. helpful

C. talkative
D. thoughtful

2. After reading the passage. a student asks this question:

Who taught Benjamin how to build the clock?

Which paragraph answers this question?
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Wrﬁ'incj Homewovk:
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Math Homewovrk:

1. Order the decimals from least to greatest.

i 13,605
13.56
13.056
13.65
Greatost

2. Order the fractions from least to greatest.

BEES
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3. Solve for the sum of 3%and 1% . "Remember all answers must be in simplest form - look at your notes

3 3

2 3

4. Cameron has the following notebooks in his backpack.

s 3 blue notebooks

e 2 green notebooks

¢ 2 red notebooks

s 1 yellow notebook
The notebooks are all the same size and shape. Cameron reaches into his backpack and selects one notebook without
looking. What is the likelihood that the notebook will be orange?

a. certain b. likely or most likely

c. unlike or least likely d. impossible

5. The first four figures are the core of this pattern.

*xOANXOLN

Based on the core of the pattern, the 14" figure in this pattern will be a -
a. . b. .
C. . d. *
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Vircj'mia Studies Homewovk:

SODIIIIIIIIEDIIIIIIOIIDD thstgmmCoﬂom#

What was the #| selling cash crop that
settlers grew and then sold in England?
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The of barns,
homes, and places of worship reflected

the different cultures of the settlers.

LJ % i
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Science Homewovk:

€23 ORMILE WENT TO VIRSINE: BEkol, SUE 80T
1N THE O0CkRN ONLY U TO BER ANKLES. WHIOW
PERT OF THE 00CKNFLOOR DID 0iILE STRND

Treneh
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24 JOSR WS SW IMiTiNG ON THE 0ONTINGNTAL
SUELE, He DOVE DOWHN ARND Sk THER WikTER
WE:S LT TING HUOH DeePeR, WHET PRRT OF THR
OBRERNFLOOR IS JOSE SLINe?

Confiazniiell, Slope

Comfrenfel Rigz Trenekh
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