UNIT/03:

Skim this text for the main ideas, then label each paragraph with ONE or more of the
descriptions from the box.
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In recent years, there has been
growing concern by researchers
and indeed the older generation
that the younger generation are
somewhat disengaged from the
news, and as a result have a very
narrowview of the world arcund
them. This, however, couldn't be
further from the truth, as shown
by a recent study carried out by
the Media Insight Project
(American Press Institute &
Associated Press), According to
this research, 85% of youngsters
say that keeping up to datewith
the news is important to them,
and 63% receive news on a daily
basis. __ opinion/factual
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Perhaps what some of the older
generation fail to understand is that
just because the younger generation
does not buy a daily newspaper, it
doesn’t mean that they don't follow the
news. Bomn into a digital age, or more
specifically the age of the internet, the
younger generation simply accesses
news through the digital devices they
grew up using: laptops, tablets,
smartphones, etc. A recent study
produced by Ofcom revealed that 60%
of youngsters in the UK use the intemet
or apps for news, compared to just 21%
of those in the older age range.
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Scocial media also plays an important
part inconsumingthe news for the
younger generation. It was also
revealed that most youngsters actually
don't seek out news from social media,
but choose to follow itonce they seeit
there. In other words, they encounter it

accidentally and therefore following the

news is secondary. For example, when
accessing social media sites, news
headlines automatically appear. These
catch the user's eye and consequently
the news linkis clicked and followed.

For the moment, social networks are
neing used selectively, however. For
example, social mediais used for
breaking news, but isnot reliedon in
terms of accuracy. For hard news
topics, such as economics or local
crime, youngsters continue to look to
original sources. For accuracy and
reliability, television is still the
preferred choice for both generations.
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According to Alison Preston, Head of
Media Literacy Research at Ofcom,
motivations for following the news also
vary according to the generation. In
her current report on the topic, she
states that, for the younger generation,
news is largely about convenience and
beingsocial. For the older generation,
however, motivation is greatly linked to
asense of duty and habit.

[F
Overall, itis fair to say that news plays
animportant partin all our everyday
lives, regardless of generation.
However, what is different amongst the
generationsis why and how itis
accessed.
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The reading passage “‘How the younger generation consumes the news' has six

paragraphs A-F. Which paragraph contains the following information?

1 thereasons why the younger generation seeks news
2 the opinion that news is important to the younger generation

3 the percentage of older adults in the UK who access the news digitally

4 theidea that the younger generation largely encounters the news by chance

5 the news is of great significance to both young and old people

6 why the younger generation consumes the news through modern technology
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