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There are just sixty years between the ﬁrst ﬂight and the ﬁrst man on the moon. In the 20th
century, progress in aviation was phenomenal. 1909 —the first air

Journey

OnJuly 251909, a Frenchman, Louis Blériot, became the firstman to complete an air journey
when he flew from Calais, in the north of France, to Dover, in the south of

England. Blériot's flight amazed the whole of Europe. People thought that such a journey
was impossib[e.

’l'heﬂLghtwasnteasy Mr Blériot, a 37-year-old engineer, couldn’t swim, so he didn’t want to
come down in the Channel. He couldn’t walk very well because of an injury to his leg, and he

didn’t have a compass.

On themorningof the2sth, he took off at 4.30 from a field at the edge of a cliff. It took 37
minutes to complete the 22-mile journey. The plane flew at 40 miles per hour at an altitude

of 250 feet.

Everythingwent welluntil he flew intofog. ‘1 continued flying for ten minutes, but 1 couldn’t
see the land, only the sky and the sea. It was the most dangerous part of the flight. 1 wasn't
worried about the machine. 1t flew beautifully. Finally, 1 saw the land,” he told reporters.

When he gotto Dover he saw a French jowrnalist waving a flag. He cut the engine at Go feet
and crashed into a ﬁe[d. The news qutck[y went round the world, and Mr Blériot’s ﬂtght was
celebrated in London and Paris. He won a prize cyc £1,000.

“The crossingwas the start of modem aviation,’ said Louis Blériot, the grandson of the

pioneer.

Read and answers the questions.
1. Where and where did the journey begin?
2. How long did it take?
3. How far was the journey there?
4 How fast did he go?
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5. What did he win?

o
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. Where did the_joumey end?
. Why was Blériot’s flight difficult?
. Inwhat way was thisﬂ[ght a beg[nning?

. Was the weather good?

10. How did he know where to land?

NcilArmsfrxmgMicl'\nlCauim BuzzAldrin

Neil Armstrong Michael Collins Buzz Aldrin. On16 July 1969, at 9.30 in the morning,
Apollo 1 lifted off from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. There were three astronauts
— Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins. The enormous rocket took

three days to complete the 250,000 miles to the moon, travelling at six miles per second
(21,600 miles an hour). Then it circled the moon 30 times, giving time to prepare for the
landing.

The lunar module landed on a part of the moon called the Sea of Tranquility at 8.17 in the
evening on 20 July.

1t was time for the astronauts to rest, but they were too excited to sleep. At 3.00 in the
morning on July 21, Neil Armstrong became thefirstman towalk on themoon. Six hundred
million people all over the world watched on TV. As Armstrong took his first steps, he said
the famous words, ‘That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.’ Wa[king on
the moon. Armstrong and Aldrin spent two and a half hours walking on the moon. They
collected samples and set up scientific equipment. Finally, they put up a US flag. After 22
hours on the moon, the lunar module lifted off and flew up to join the rocket that took
them back to Earth. They left an inscription:

Here men from the planet Earth first set foot upon the moon,
July 1969. We came in peace for all mankind.

This flight was the beginning of man'’s exploration of space.
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Read and answer the questions.

T

2,

3.

8.

9.

What are their names?

Where and where did the journey begin?
How long did it take?

How far was the jowrney there?

How fast did they go?

Where did the journey end?

In what way was this flight a beginning?
Why couldn’t the astronauts sleep?

What did Armstrong say as he stepped onto the moon?

10. How long did they spend walking on the moon’s surface?
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What did they leave on the moon?
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