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Grade 11 Unit 6 Lessonl-2 Vocabulary worksheet

1. Minnesota, USA:

Minnesola is a state which is locatzd in the nerth-ceniral part of the country, and
where there are enormous weather changes from saason fo season. It has four
distinct sessons: a rainy, cool spring from March to May; a hot, hursd summer
from dune to August; a chilly, colourful autumn from September to November
and finally a frigid, snowy winter fasting from Decamiber fo February. Minnesota's
winters ara lamous for their harsh conditions, with lem peratures reaching as low
a5-51°C, and up to 432 centimetars of snow annually. Extreme snowstorms,
sometimes referred bo as bizzards, often lead to schools cancelling classes

for multiple days & a time. These storms have wind speeds of up 1o 56 len/h and can [ast for over three hours, causing a

‘whitsout®, or a condition whers you canniot 558 anything outside. This often tauses car accidents, and people tan be rapped insida
their homes for days. However, summers also come with their own weather issues, as Minnesola olten experiences tornados, or
spinning colurnns of wind which can reach speeds of 180km/hand do great damaga to buildings and people.

2. Philippines:

Tha Philippines is a country located on a collection of tropical islands in the
southeen Pacific Ocean. Waather in this Southsast Asian counkry differs greatly
Hhroughout the year. In the meuntainous western part of the country, which
includas the eapital ity of Manila, there are two distinct seasons: a ‘rainy season”
and a "dry soason”. In this region the rainy ssasan kasts from Juna to November
and is characterisad by hot and humid lemperatures ranging up te 23°C. During
e rainy season, the Philippines are subject fo monsoons, which are sea-breeres
that can have a very strong impast on the weather. Duato the humidity and
copious amounts of condensation of watsr vapour in the air, summer monsoons bring abundant rainstorms. Theaverage rainal| can
be as much as 5000 millimeters per year, with the majority of that oecuring duing the summer monsoon ssason. The rainy sazson
also sees many sirong, destructive storms called lphoans. Typhoons, also known a5 cyclonss or huicanes in the wesiern Atlantic
(Ocean, ara tropical storms with wind speeds of batween 118 and 213kmyh. Thae dryseason, lasting from December to May, is the
complete opposite of the rainy season. Unlike summer monsoons, winter moasoons do not bring the tropical rins, and often
dissipale, bringing droughts to the Philippines.

3. Chile:

The South American country of Chile has a diverse cli mate with equally varied weather. One area, the Alacama Desert, located in
northern Chile, is considered to be the driest non-polar place on sarth, }tis soarid in some parts thatitis thought that there wes no
significant previpitation rom 1570 to 1374, a period of over 400 years| The absolute aridity of the desert i axplained by the b thet it
sits befween fwo mountzin ranges creaing a two-sided rain shadow, which is an area locatad on the leeward side of amountain,
profecting it from rainstorms and keaping it very dry. Exiremee droughts are commaon, which is why tha population is small for sucha
teape aren, with only around 300000 people. Easter lskand, Iocatad in the middle of the Pasific Ocsan, is usigue in Chile as tisthe
onlyregion in the couniry classilied as 2 iropical rainforest, The temperature is warm, averaging around A0-25°C, with

1118 mm of r=in anmwually. This waaiher, along with the moai, or giant canved stones,

makes Caster Island a popular tourist destination for paople from all over the world. .‘k‘_

Refer to the reading texts on pages 150-151 of the Coursebook and circle the correct
synonym of the words in bold.

extreme — maximum/moderate
absolute — limited/full
abundant - generous/poor
enormous — small/huge
copious — plenty/rafe
complete — unfinished/finishe
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