Grade 11

Things are gearing up for
this Bank Holiday weekend's
first ever Great Dorset Balloon

Festival, running from Friday
moming to Sunday night at
Baybridge recreational ground.
Matt Edwards of Dorchester,
a pilot with over 30 years"
e:qruﬂ:nm,nlhl!ynnr’smnl
director, overseeing the hot air
ballooning taking place at the

festival.

“T'm so excted and pleased
that this event is finally coming
to Dorset. [ts been years in
the making, with lots of careful
]Jlimtung be{'wea\ county

owners,
s.mzly impecmm and  the
local community in general; |
can hardly believe it's finally
happening! !’m looking,
forward to seeing all the balloons
finally in the air on Friday
moming.”

However, despite Mr Edwards’
excitement and anficipation for
the event to take place, safety is
never far from his mind.

“Safetyis ahuge consideration
for an event of this size. We will
have over one hundred balloons
flying at the same time and we
need to ensure that everyone
above ground and on the ground
is completely safe.
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a sharp eye on the
weather  forecasts
for this weekend to
ensure the whmost
in safety for our ballooning
enthusiasts”

Local ME Jennifer Felds, who
has also played a leading mole
in bringing; the festival to Dorset
said,

“This festival is a really
exciting event for the Baybridge
community and it is an integral
part of our efforts to become a

better place for families to live.
Furthermore, it also offers the

The festival kicks off on Friday
morning with s first dawn
flights taking place. Each day of
with over 100 balloons flying at
the same time, in all different
shapes, sizes and colours. During
the day, families will be able to
see the balloons up close, with
some balloon operators offering
tethered flights. And at sunset,
the balloons will take to the sky
again, glowingin the falling dusk,
tomake a spectacular display not
to be missed.

Other than that, there will be
plenty for visitors to see and do
with lots of food stalls offering
a vadety of delidous food, and

Reading worksheet

Balloon Festival
comes to Dorset

stores selling clothing,
mxﬂhﬂlhmdmﬁs
Make sure to bring a jacket
with you and dress in layers.
Although the weather looks like
it will be warm, British summer
evenings can get chilly, and if you
plan to take a fight, it will be a
lot cooler at roughly double the
altitude. Also, it's a good idea
to bring water, sun cream and
Entrance is £10 per vehicle,
per entry.

WEEKEND WEATHER
FORECAST

and broazy
Wind E9-12 mph
Max 26°C (79°F)
Min 12°C 54°F)

3 Read the article again. Are the statements below True (T), False (F) or is there no

information (NI)?

a The festival will take place over three days.
b Jennifer Fields is not concerned with safety at the event.
< All of the balloon operators are offering tethered flights during the day.

d The balloons are scheduled to fly every morning and evening during the festival.
@ Tt's much cooler in the air than on the ground.
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