Module 5
Reading for pleasure p. 63 SB

Self-Check

Look at the books given (A-H)

Which of them are fiction (created from
the imagination)? non-fiction (based on

the facts)?
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Read the theory. Highlight and
remember the features about non-fiction
texts

Non-fiction
biography, review, encyclopaedia, entry, etc
« fact-based — real people/ events/subjects
* purpose = to infarm
* any person or no point of view
s contains an intro/main body/ conclusion
* idea development
* l[anguage is dependent on genre, but is
generally quite restrained
.+ often has photos, diagrams, charts

Read the text and decide if statements (1-5)
are T (true), F (false) or DS (doesn’t say). &

1 The narrator of the story remains
nameless.

T) F) bS] &

2 Woking is part of London.
T)_ E)bS) @

3 The Martians kill many people.
T)FE)Dbs) @

4 Inthe end of the book, humans manage
to defeat the Martians.

) UF) bs) @

5 The writer thinks The War of the Worlds
is a little old-fashioned.

1) E]Dbs] @

The War of the Orids
HG Wells, is one of the digst
famous science-fiction steres of a
time. It is a grpping novel; d

by & writer whose we

learn, about on

Earth with a plan to humanity and settie on

their planet.

The story, set & 1 of the 19th century, begins

one ight when a strange cylinder falls to

Earth pear lish town of Woking, just south-
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first the cylinder unscrews and a strange

ﬂr@;.ﬂnumammm.m
while they have created huge machines,

with heat-rays and chemical weapons, which
humans and rain death upon the land. As people
to escape from London and the surrounding
counties, the narrator must find a way to stay alive
and be reunited with his wife. Will humans finally
defest the Martians? Will the narrator survive and find
his wite?
The exciting piot keeps the reader absorbed to the
very end. It is full of thnlling moments and dark tension
among people who are forced to fight for their lives.
What adds to the novel is its realistic portrayal of
people strugglng amongst the chaos, as sociely
breaks down.
The War of the Worids is highly recommended. Even
though it is over 100 years old, its ideas and themes
are stll fresh. if you lke science-fiction stories and
excitement, this satisfying novel will nat diseppaint you!
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Read the text bellow and for questions 7-3 choose the correct answer A, B or C

The Ruined House

While my brother was trying to get away, | and the curate had
hidden in an empty house at Halliford. | was worried for
wile. | imagined her terrified, in danger, and believing |
dead. | walked up and down the rooms of the house a
cried out loud when | thought of all the things that
happen o her. My cousin was brave, but he was not

of man who realized danger quickly, or acted immediat

What was needed now was not bravery, but ca My
only hope was to believe that the Manians were r way
to Londan and away from her.

All this wonying made me tred. | got ang curate's
constant remarks and his salfish 50 | kept away.
The Black Smoke had crept around , Surounding it
and making prisoners of us. Then, nday moming, a tripod

When it was safe, we
was time to leave. |
steps. but the curate was

came and washed it all away wi
looked ot of the window. | realized
immediately started plannin

unwilling and had very | . He kept repeating the same
words,

“We are safe hers i

The fact is that the and | had completely different
chasacters and habits of thought and action, The danger and

our hiding emphasised those differences. He was a
child, la Imness and control.
| de we him. When he realised | was leaving, he got

. up to come with me. Everything was quiet all threugh
the aftemoon, so we set off towards Sunbury at

P e | &

1 The narrator can’t leave the house at first
because
A there are Martians outside.
B the Black Smoke is dangerous.
C he doesn't know where to go.

2 The curate leaves with the narrator because
A he wants to help him find his wife.
B he doesn’t want to be left alone.
C he thinks it's too dangerous to stay where
they are.

3 The narrator learns that the Martians
A don't just want to kill humans.
B are fairly easy to escape from on foot,
C are using human tools and containers.

about five o'clock. We walked past dead men

and m%andluggagelﬁngupﬁdedmn.aﬂ :_ E

re a thick coat of black dust. We met some people

in ham, but they had no news to share. Like us, they

re like frightened animals, trying o find a safer place. The
ds wee full of signs of crowds leaving urgently.

didn't see any Martians until Kew. There, we saw people

running and a tripod, taller than the trees and metallic, less

" than a hundred yards away. We were 100 scared 1o go on, but

we hid in a shed in a garden. When inside, the curate went
down onto the ground and wrapped his arms around his
knees. He cned silently and refused to move again, But | had
made up my mind to reach Leatherhead, so, nght before it
went completely dark, | went on my way again. | left the
curate behind, but he came hurrying after me. Leaving like
that was the bravest and siliest thing | ever did, because the
Martians were all around us in their deadly machines.

When the curate reached me, we saw a towernng tripod
across the meadows chasing four or five men. In three steps
of its long legs, the Martian was among them. He did not use
the Heal-Ray to destroy them. He picked them up one by one.
Then, he threw them into the metal container hanging like a
workman's baskel behind him, That's when | realized that the
Martians might have a different pian for us. We
stood for a moment, frozen with fear, then tumed
and ran for our lives.

Read the theory.
Highlight and remember the features
about fiction texts

Fiction
novel, crime story, myth, etc

* imaginary = made-up people/events
* purpose —to entertain
» first/third-person point of view
* contains a plot with a climax & resolution
s character development
* language is stylistic/descriptive/

unrestrained with, idioms, metaphors, etc
« often has illustrations
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