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Tweenbots &
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magine the busy streets of New |York City, aii enormous Jplace with millions]of
people. Every day, the streets are congested jwith people going about their daily
lives. Now imagine a small robot in the middle of all of those people rolling down a
Bﬁsﬁfidewa]k.lh'.lﬂst people would not even notice the ten-inch smiling robot, called a
Tweenbot, rolling along the street. This strange machine may interest some people,
while others would '_ignore lit completely. A researcher interested in studving how
helpful people really are uses such robots in her 'éxpe?‘imen@ that take place on the
streets of New York. |




The Tweenbots experiment is the idea and|creationJof Kacie Kinzer. Kinzer's idea
| was to make a robot that could| navigate|the city and reach its destination|only if it was
o aided by(pedestrians| Tweenbots rely on the kindness of warm-hearted strangers. Made

simply of cardboard, wheels, and a device to turn the wheels, the Tweenbots face many

i dangers on the city streets. They could be run over by cars m{sn_mshedj b}‘tfarele:ss?kjds.

Kinzer thought her little robots might even be seen as some kind of terrorist|device. The

 only real protection la Tweenbot has is its friendly smile. In addition to that, each of

¥ Kinzer's robots is fitted with a flag that display§ instructiong| for the robot’s destination.

! The only \-\'.I‘*l].' these robots will reach their final point is if someong lends them a hand.

. Twpenbn?s'.u-p['essentlallv] a soclal experiment aimed .1':[@ people a/chance to
V) show how caring they are. . : : |




daily basis, people in New York City are often in a hurry to get around.
However, the Tweenbots, through their [inability]to ldok after
themselves, took people out of their normal routines. The people who
noticed the helpless little robots were actually interested in helping the
Tweenbots find their way home. Tweenbots move at aconstantjspeed and
5 can only go in astraight line. If one was to get stuck, or was going in the
wrong direction, it would be up to strangers to free it or turn it in the right
direction. Surprisingly. no Tweenbot was lost or damaged, and each one
arrived at its target in good condition. In fact, most people treated the
robot in a gentle [manner, and some even| treated Jit as though it were a
small living being.
Even if you were in a rush to go somewhere, would you stop and
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help a Tweenbot successfully reach its destination?
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