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- Lesson 16
Fossils

' Fossils are remains of living things from centuries ago.
B B

They are the last traces of living things once buried deep below.

These traces may be footprints or just trails or feet, Itis rear to

find a fossil that is entirely complete. Scientists called paleontologists study

. [ossils. Wood, bones, teeth and shells are preserved or saved by being buried,
' Sometimes it’s a plant fossil that a scientist has found. Fossils teach us

about many living things that are still around. Was this place undcr water? WhaL il

can be formed. Here are a few.

f There are many difTerent ways that a fossil
[ ; .
i A mold is an imprint made by the outside of

a dead plant or animal. Mold forms when water

washes animal or plant remains out of the rock.
g Sometimes sediment or minerals fill a mold and form a east. Whole plants or
| animals can become fossilized. When fossils are discovered, they are exeavated
{(dug up) and studied.
e Some living things like insects were caught inside tree sap. Thesap ™ |
1  then later hardened, and then ocean water filled the gap. The hardened sap then

L E:h_angcd into amber, and the insects were preserved inside the clear brown amber |

H can we use to tell? One way is if we [ind a fossil
0 | that looks like a seashell

0 . where they can be observed. i
Somc Iwmg things were covered with sediment and tiny stones, and thls

_ prescnred the outline of their body or their bones. Other types uf i
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and over !he years were pelrlﬂed _ln ﬂﬂﬂ ase, ’i
Em‘ﬁed means snmethmg . --

"“turned to stone,” and mmmuls f‘lied in the
ong ago was bone. i
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1) What are fossils?

2) Which of these things cam become a fossil?

a) plant b) snail  ¢) fish d) all of the above

4) What does the word “petrified” mean in the passage?

@ 3) What is amber?
3 5) What is the name given to the scientist who studies fossils?
g 6) Explain how a mold is formed.

7) Define the term excavate.

8) Name TWO examples of trace fossils. -
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