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D Let’s just put ourselves in endangered animals’ shoes, How would we feel if the animals ruled the world

and we became the ones in danger of extinction? We are living creatures and so are the animals. We can
no longer attribute the rapid extinction of species to natural causes such as earthquakes or drought.
Today many plants and animals are becoming endangered or extinct because of habitat destruction, over-
harvesting and poaching. It's our duty to start repairing the damage we've caused to nature.
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Q If we continue to save endangered animals, then we stop animals from replacing other animals. Extinction
is just a part of the evolutionary process and we must not interfere with it. Hence, trying to save species that
cannot survive in their environment is rather silly, because it's against the laws of nature. So, let mother nature
do her job. What's more, not all animals are friendly or harmless, Elephants and tigers are two examples of
animals that are dangerous. People living near some nature reserves have to face constant threats to their
livestock and crops. Then should we protect these animals at the expense of local people’s lives?

Q Animal and plant extinction can ruin the ecosystem and reduce biodiversity. All creatures are part of an
ecosystem. They all help humans in some way. For example, over 50% of the medicines currently in use are
derived from natural products made from animals or plants. By losing biodiversity, we are losing the chance
to discover new medicines that could save the lives of millions of people each year. What's more, nature is
beautiful, and that's the best reason to preserve it. Walking in a rainforest or going scuba-diving over a coral
reef helps us to relax and feel at peace.
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+r Find the prepositions in the reading text to complete these phrases and expressions. Use a dictionary to find
g their meanings.

:
¢ | 1. to put oneself someone’s shoes

i 2. to attribute something (a result) something else (a cause)

g 3. to cause damage something

i 4, to interfere something

i 5. to feel peace
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6 ENDANGERED SPECIES
READING VOCABULARY

iFind the words you hear in the text on p11 and fill in the table with appropriate
*information. (0) is done as an example.
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