The -ing form and the infinitive

I can use the -ing form and the infinitive in different verb patterns.

The -ing form

-

.-" 'ne trlilng to assencble this Bogkiease l
{ but [ dow't Rinow where to begin. I

e

I No. Looking at them. muakes me )
A feel even more confused!

.
The -ing form is like a noun. We often use it to talk

about activities when we think about the actual process
of the activity.

It can be the subject or the object of a sentence.
My favourite sport is swimming.
Assembling a book case is difficuit.

We use the -ing form after go to talk about sparts and
other activities.
go swimming, go fishing, go running, go shopping

We use it after verbs like love, like, enjoy, don't mind,
hate, can't stand to talk about how we feel about
different activities.

{ love organizing my DVDs.

=1 Whatcan you see? Complete the sentences
with the -ing forms of the verbs below.

| S

play chess ski
swim  skip

take phatos  paint

P | can see someone painting.
1 lcan see someons

2 |can see someone
3 |can see someone
4 |lcan see someons
5 |can see two people
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Have You tried reading the lnstructions? =

We use the -ing form after the verbs try, start and
finish.

Can | try doing that?

When will you finish painting it?

We also use it in spend/take time doing something.
Oliver spent three hours fixing his bike.

We use the -ing form after see and hear somebody
or something when we see or hear only part of an
activity in progress.

[ heard you playing the piane this marning when

[ passed your house, it sounded really nice.

(=1 heard part of the process.)

We saw Mike fixing the roof. He looked very busy.
{=We saw part of the process.)

We can use the -ing form after prepositions,

This is a special bag for carrying water.

We need tofind a way of fixing the door,

Mandy’s good at drawing people.

He'’s used to sleeping on the floor,

This includes many common adjective + preposition
combinaticns such as afraid of, famous for, fed up with,
interested in, useful for and many common verb +
preposition combinations such as apelogize for, look
forward to, rely on, succeed in, think about,

He's famous for crossing the Atlantic by hot air bailoon.

We use the -ing form after these expressions of
evaluation: it5 worth, it's no use/goad, there’ no point.
There's no point asking Ronny. He won't know.

—
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+2 (8.1 Whatcan you hear? Listen and write. @ « 4 Complete the sentences with the -ing form of
» | can hear someone kickina a ball. the verb in brackets.

1 lcanhearsomecne ____ ashower. P I'm not used to _getting up before six
2 lcanhearsomecne | o'dock. (get)
3 |lcanhearsomeone | 1 |feel like for a long walk. (go)
4 lcanhearsomeone  the guitar. 2 They went last year. (camp)
5 |can hearsomecne 3 |spend alot of time . (read)
6 lcanhearsomeone _________ ahorse. 4 Her favourite pastime is shells on the
beach. (collect)
i3 @ What can you remember? Work in pairs. 5 Jasonisn't interested in films. (watch)
Cover exercises 1 and 2, How many activities 6 | use these gloves for - {cycle)
can you remember? Use saw and heard. 7 Amy saw you in the garden. (work)
=~ 8 She was busy all morning. (cook)
LR eae PRSI, 9 Canyou start the washing-up? (dao)
( Weard sonseons Ricking A ball, 10 It's always worth a friend for advice. (ask)

©5 8.2 Listen and complete the table. §_ })

He isn’t very He spends a lot of Bt navir triad .o

Paul likes ... He doesn't like ...

good at ... time...
P talking photos 3 7 2
! or or and or
2 q & ] 10

6 @ Work in groups. Complete the table with two true answers and one false answer
in each column. Compare your answers. Can the others find the false answar?
I dont ke ... | spend a lot of

: I've never tried ...
good at ... time ...

‘ I'm not very

and or or and or

I like meeting my friends, collecting shells on the beach and Ricking a ball.
[ dow’t thimk it’s true that you Like sollecting shells ow the beach!

You're right! That owe’s wot trie.

©7 What's important to you? What's not? Complete '8 . What's important to you? Order the
the phrases with the -ing form of the verbs in the things in exercise 7 from 1 (very
box. Then put a tick (') or a cross (X) in the boxes. important) to 6 (not important). Then

be do have have own spend discuss your answers in small groups.

» having lots of friends [ | Having Lots of friends is the mest

1 one or two good friends || Lmportant thing for me, because | spend

2 healthy [ ] a Lot of tine talking to my friends and

3 well at school [_] | like Rmowing different Rinds of people.

4 time with your family [_]

5 lots of possessions (DVDs, clothes, For nee, doing well at school is the
a computer, etc) [ ] mest Limportant thing becauss ..
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The infinitive without to and with to =10 Circle the correct option. o

You must promise be f;’,'!:b h-ll_f-__careful_

w

We use the infinitive without to after modal verbs.

| did it save / to save time,

That looks impossible open / to open.

| don't know what do / to do.

It's not easy for me speak / to speak in public.

We alsa use the infinitive without to after see and
hear somebady or something when we talk about a
short action or when we see or hear all of an activity.
Louise broke the plate!| saw her drap it.

1 It's wonderful see / to see you again.
They should talk more. 2 The medicine will make you feel / to feel better.
We also use the infinitive without to after the verbs 3 They've decided buy / to buy a new one.
make and let. 4 Areyou OK? | saw you fall / to fall.
Why did you let him eat that? 5 Jack let me borrow / to barrow his coat.
Don't make me laugh! 6 We could phone / to phone Milly.
7
8
9
0

_—

=11 Complete the sentences with the infinitive of

We use the infinitive with to after many verbs b amrhs v Barnckt with or vttt fo:

connected with thinking and planning (like want,

would like, plan, hope, intend, decide, arrange and > Canyou wale __ onyour hands? (walk)
1 What are you planning

mise).
J:‘I).r'l'r:::'rj:,f hapes to study engineering. tomorrow? (do) .
I've arranged to meet Andrew later. 2 ﬁ;i ‘-"E;‘ good at making people 7
We also use the infinitive with to to express purpose, 3 Hcv? often do you use chopsticks
I'm going to Spain to see my grandfather. rice or noodles? (eat)
He used a knife to open the box. 4 Doyouletyourfriends ____ your
S ' . MW books? (borrow)
We use the infinitive with to with some adjectives 5 Do you know how pasta? {cook)
(crazy, delighted, difficull, easy, fascinating, funny, & I<itever OK to someorie? (lie)
great, happy. impossible. nice, OK, pleased, right, sad, 7 Is it difficult for you _upinthe
it’s crazy to pay so much money for a bottle of water!
{ was surprised to see you at school today. =12 . Work in pairs. Ask and answer the
We can also use the adjectives easy, difficult, questions in exercise 11.
impossible with for + someone + the infinitive
with to. 13 @ ‘I know how to...” Work in small groups.
it's difficult for me to answer that guestion. g What practical skills do you have? Use
the ideas in the box.
We use the infinitive with to after verbs like ask, ch -
ange/replace:

know, learn, understand + a question word.

i'm not sure where to put this chair. a plug/a tyre/a battery/alight bulb

{ know how to fix that. Cook/make: )
eggs/bread/pizza/pasta/a meal/a smoothie/
ice cream

@ (28.3 What did you hear? Listen and complete Mend/repair:
the sentences with the infinitive of a verb from clothes/a bicycle/a computer
the box. Clean/wash:
break catch close drink drop kick clothes/dishes/a car/a floor/a carpet

open say shout take
Jasew Rinows how to change aw elestrical plug.

> | heard someone drop a plate,

1 lheardsomecone ______ awindow,

2 |heardsomeone ______________ aphoto.

3 lheardsomeone _____ aball

4 |heardsomeone _____ an umbrella.
5 lheardsomeone_____ adoor.

6 | heard someone 'yes.

52 The -ing form and the infinitive ELIVEWO RKS H E ETS



The infinitive with to or -ing

We use the -ing form after love, like, hate, enfoy,
don’t mind, can't stand and certain other verbs,
including admit, avaid, deny, fancy. finish, imagine,
miss, practise, regret, risk, suggest.

I'don't regret leaving.

He avoids talking about ft.

With like, love, prefer and hate we can use either a
to-infinitive ar an -ing form. However, like + to can
also mean we have a habit of doing something even
if we may not enjoy it.

I like to check my hamework carefuliy.

We use the infinitive form with to after want, would
like, plan, hope, intend, decide, arrange, promise and
certain other verbs including afford, agree, begin,
deserve, expect, forget, learn, manage, need, offer,
pretend, promise, refuse, seem, would prefer,

I agreed to buy it.

You could offer to help her.

After the verbs stop, try and remember we can use
either the -ing form or the infinitive form with to,

but the meaning is different.

Let’s stop looking at the map. (= We are looking at

the map. 1 don't want to look at the map.)

L21%5 stap ta fook at the map. (= | WaRt 16 stop
because | want to look at the map.)

{ tried to get the paint off my T-shirt. (=1 couldn’t get
the paint off my T-shirt) (an attempt)

i tried washing my T-shirt in very hot water. (= |
washed my T-shirt but it didn’t have the result|
wanted.) (an experiment)

i don’t remember closing the door. (= Did | close it or
not? | don't know.)

+14 Choose the correct form.

v

i didn't remember to close the door. (= | know that |
She refuseso discussy discussing it.
I can't imagine ta live / living there,

didn't do it}

He's pretending to be / being sad.
You need to practise to hit / hitting the ball.
Do you fancy to meet / meeting at the park?
| don't intend to take / taking the exam.
Do you promise to stay / staying here?
He can't stand to wait / waiting for people.

Ryan has arranged to visit / visiting them,
I'd prefer to go / going by bus.

=T - R A = T R

~15 Complete the sentences with the correct form o
of the verbs in brackets.

# Does Mike enjoy acting 7 (act)
1 I don't mind for help. (ask]
2 Itsstarting . (rain)
3 Ithink Alice deserves —_____________ (win)
4 He practised _ his name. (write)
5lhate_______________ |ate.(be)
6 Did you manage to her? (speak)
7 We can'trisk _ now. (stop)
8 They refused me a reason, (give)
9 Let’s stop about this now. We've
said everything. (talk)
10 Youneed the door now. (open)
11 We tried . - the computer on and off

again, but that didn't help. (switch)
12 We're aiming at two. (leave)

.16 Complete the text with the infinitive or -ing form
~ of the verbs in brackets.

Shopping - If youwant» toco ' (shop)
then it's fascinating 2 (explore) the Riverside

area. Expect? (see) high prices in the shops:
this isn't a cheap part of town! For a different
shopping experience, spend some time

g W {walk}‘around Central Market. It's not
worth ? (go) after one o'clock, though. Most
of the stalls start closing at midday. At the Crafts
Centre there are shops and workshops where you
can® (see) people 7 (make) ceramics

and jewellery.

Transport-¢ __ (travel) by underground is
expensive, and you'll miss ® (see) many
interesting sights. We suggest ' (take) the

bus or the tram. The water taxis are also an excellent
way of " (get) about.

Security - Avoid » (walk) around the city on
your own late at night. Remember * (keep)
your identity card with you at all times.

Would you like (know) more? - Visit
our website " (read) about the history of this
exciting City.
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17 What should a visitor to your town or

) - city see and do? Write a short guide. Use
the headings from the text in exercise 16
and include some of the expressions from
the box.

It's worth... There's no point...

You can see people... Spend some time...
Avoid... A good/great place to...

The best place to ... Remember ...

My ity is a wonderfidl place to explore. The

best way) of seelng the maun sights is to take £f

aw open-top ??'LL':. oy r‘)qu'ér that Hou should :

spénd sonie tivae wilking arownd the old

TEWw e, Where Upu GAV. SEE Tne:rp’_c‘; e:-l';zim.c_;; thelr
1A o pobe L

suarﬂﬂuﬂ activities.

SHOFPFING

It's wiorth taking 8 bus to the -.'.‘--LLH Muarreek,

wWhiere. ..
18 . Waork in pairs. Complete the sentences Wy S WO,
with verbs in the infinitive with or 18 ]

without to, or the -ing form. Compare
your answers with another pair.

Most peopleneed |
and every day.
Inlife, youcan'tavoild
or Self-evaluation Rate your progress.
Very few people find iteasy | * e P
or :
Mostpeoplewant |

and

' and
are the best ways of staying happy.

We Wrote, ‘Most people need to eat,
to drink and to sleep every da Y’

Wk wrots, ‘Mest people weed to eat, to
drinke and o talk to sonweoine every day.”
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