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simple past or past progressive? [ walked / | was walking

We use the simple past to talk about complete actions (long or short).
We use the past progressive for actions which were not complete at a past time.
Joe got up at 7.00 and worked from 9.00 to 4.00. At 8.00, when Joe came home, | was reading.
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- Simple past or past progressive?

| ije&}' was h‘vigg in France for eight years.

Sue lived /was living)in France when her uncle died.

At 6.15, when you phoned, | had / was having a shower.

We watched / were watching TV all evening.

Matt watched / was watching TV when Anita came in.

My father worked / was working hard all his life.

They got married while they studied / were studying at London University.
Yesterday we drove / were driving from Oxford to Edinburgh and back.

It was a nice evening, so she walked / was walking home from wark. .
I met Sylvie while | worked / was working in Japan.

At university | studied / was studying physics.

When | last saw him he talked / was talking to a policeman.
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- Complete the sentences with past progressive verbs.
» When | got home (the children watch TVES) ..VWhewn | 9ot howme the children were watehing TV,
» (you cycle Ell) when you broke your leg ..YVE72, ou eycling whe !'.‘.E:JEE’E.?.':?.".’«F. Hourleg? ...
» When | saw Joan (she look BI) happy ..YVhew [ saw Joaw she wasw't Looking happy.
1 At seven o'clock on Friday (we play cards £3)

2 When | saw him he was holding the phone but (talk &)

......................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

5 What (you do d) at ten o'clock yesterday evening

6 When you heard them, (they talk about me £J)

.......................................................................................................................................

7 How fast (you drive k) when you had the accident
8 The doorbell rang when | (expect ) anybody
9 |don't know what | (do £¥) at 10.00 on January 13th, 2005

10 | had to drive to London because the trains (run ) when | left home

.......................................................................................................................................
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9 Note the difference when we use the past progressive and the simple past together.
Past progressive: longer action or situation.,
Simple past: complete shorter action that happened while the longer action was happening.

While | was having a bath, While | was talking to my brother,
the phone rang. Bill came in.

@ Put simple past and past progressive verbs in the right places.

’ > Whilel . Waswalking downtheroad, | .28, ..cccovvninnmsonsneres Bill. (walk; see)
1 Whilel . ......ccovviiiivniarinniinnnne.. the newspaper, the €at .......o.vevvvenieeiineiininnnnns on to the table,
(read; jump)
2 BB s RSy Helon WhHBRE . ooz in Morocco. (meet; travel)
B S i i i diaa herleg while she ..o pianssaing .. (break; ski)
4 Whiled cvviiiiniimmmmmmmrssnrs  SOMEbOdY .. rerersessananneaeneees MY CAT (shop; steal)
B BUEY. b cavn crvmrsomemmen sy smsmasn e me eight times yesterday while{ ................................. (phone; work)
61 TR OMECE . v siwmmwimnsiis sawsrsesamines B WG] - v vives simsis i vumuin vaissia home. (stop; drive)
7T Vi an interesting report on the radiowhile | ... i breakfast.
(hear; have)
Al 87 eSS e — tosleep again while he .......oooivvviiiiiiieieiniennn, TV. (go; watch)
G WhIle | . D et eniia e ee e s anens a glass. (wash up; break) ' '
10 [irismimrniminsmminsasimn: my hand while | . . in the kitchen. (cut; work)
11 When lasannninaanmnqss the holise I took my coat because it .................................
(leave; snow)
12 When | ..cooviiieceieieeiieiieaiieinenss the doorthey ......ccoeieeiiceniainiinnannns about me. (open; talk)
13 The telephone ......... R R R WIBL < ccvunsmimmsssinsmsusiarasne lunch. (ring; cook)
14 Whenllast ..o fromHarry he s in Portugal. (hear; work)

G Correct (/) or not (x)?

1 This morning | listened to the news before | was going out. ......
I walked up td the policeman and asked him the way to the station. ......
When Ann arrived | was writing letters. ......
The cat was bringing in a mouse while | was having breakfast. ......
| didn't go out because when | looked out of the window it rained. ......
When | went to sleep the teacher was talking about grammar. ......
The teacher was still talking about grammar when | woke up. ......
Jenny and Takashi got married while she worked in Tokyo. ......
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6 Put in words from the box, in the simple past or past progressive.

drive  open pass pull run shines/ sing start  turn  tumn WaltJl

It was a beautiful morning. The sun » L WAs Shoring  and birds 1........coorvriennns . About five thousand
people 2.......c0000s i e in front of the palace. At 10.00, the guards 3........................ the Palace gates,
and the President’s car 4..........ccceeerevrveeee OULAND Sevnrrerenreerrernrannens left into Democracy Street.

The Crowds 6...erameseevsismmereens to sing the National Anthem, The President’s car 7........... eRasaR

right into Constitution Square. Then suddenly, just asit 8......c..ccovvviniiiins the Ritz Hotel, a man
O OUTIN EERt Bf e and Vo s, a gun from his pocket.

IS

|{h~£



past tenses: more practice

) Simple past. Make sentences. ‘ _
» the train / stop / at every station The traun stopped at every statlom. i,

> when/my letter/ arrive B ..\Yhen did vy Letter Qyriver s
» the doctor / remember / my name B ..The doctor didn't vemember my nawme.
1 what/all those people /want Bl ... e A A SR SRS eSS
2 all your brothers / send you / birthday cards B ..o S RN SRR
3 the baby/ eat/some toothpaste this MOrNING BE  <vviveiererermrmrimrsresrsmrsrmrsroerseserotisesresererrsasrsnrer
4 theteacher/ answer/imyquestion Bl v i s sy e i s e e e b
S 1/lose/ my keys again yesterday E¥ ..............oceeiinee R S e S S e SR e e S R i _
6 anybody /phone/while Iwas OUt Bl ......oooomimiimmin e e e e a e e e
7 The Prime Minister / tell / us that things were getting better B} ........oooiiviiiiiiiiier e s .
8 My friends and | / believe / the Prime Minister Bl .....ccioiiiimmiiniemiiniiniinniicimsiriisisisinsnnnssvassasaiosmennss
9 Richard / give / me a birthday present Bl .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiini s
10 Whattime/you/getup/today Bl .....cocoiiiiimiiiiii N —_—
{1 Past progressive. Complete the sentences with past progressive verbs.
» When | walked in (the children fight E8) .. the chtldren were TLONELAG . ...ovirivrieismcninenesnanenn,
» What (you do Ell) in my office when | came in W"’*ﬂbﬂ“dm“‘ﬁ ..................................... .
» When | had the accident (/drive Bll) fast .| .WASWE ARLVLAG . iiiiiiiiiiiiesiiiescissassaesssessosaens
1 AR o SUNdSY Ve WaIEETVER] . omeesmsvmssrsnsansepins hssarurt b G ERid bt e A s s I AL S A e tup A L e by
2 When | saw him he was holding a paper, but (read B} -........oroveriimiimiimsiiminieiissmsissmrsssssssersesnne
3 ‘Wheri you hisard them, (they speak English B}  -.oovciivivmiinuniasmmssnos it s i rsinos snignsiGorsst
4 When you got home, what (thechildren doBl) ...
S oAnnariied when eepect IR REY . cmiiiin i sy A AT AR AR TR S R T A A A S A 4 _
& |don't know what | (do Efl) at 6.00 0n FEbruary 18th  ......iieiiiiereresieiueerr e e esansrrrsesseserensrsesnes
7 When | looked out of the window it (snow §3) again  .........coeeunes A MO G A R
8 1hadtodrive to work because the trains (FUn ) oot i s sia b ses e s e R e s |
9 How fast (you drive ) when the police caughtyou ....... i e S AR P R LT L et
10 When | saw Peter, he (stand E&) and looking up at my window  ......iieeeriiiiinii i ess s enssaees
{?9 Simple past and past progressive. Put in the correct verb forms.
» They .52 4. .. the police that they .were playing  cards at 10.00. (tell; play)
1 Whent.as out of the house | took my umbrella because it ........cccvviiiiveiines . (go; rain)
2 Thismorming L. the newspaper before | went out. (read) .
L] Rt i N e rvrmsrahs the football match last night? (watch) I
4 When! . .ooevmenes into the room they .......cccocoveveneen.... about clothes. (walk; talk) |
5 At8o'clock yesterday morning | ......vevvvinininiiinnas in the sea. (swim) ‘
6 |walked up to the classroom window and ........................ in.The teacher ..............ooen. but |
nobody ...ciiiicienianen o (fook; talk; listen)
7 The telephone ............ asusual, while | ........cccooviuiannn. a bath. (ring; have) .
8 Thistimelast Friday | cc..ccivevieinnvimeians on the beach, (lie) .

9 Why .........o.. YOU ..viieee.. home early yesterday? (go)
10 When | first ...coee..... John he oceeicinnnnnnn.... round the world. (meet; travel)
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£} Grammar in a text. Complete the text with the correct forms of the verbs in brackets.

1

Yesterday | » (getup) .. Q%5 ¥B......coiviiinrrnnnss at 7.00.When | 1(/00K) ....ocevviiiiiereeemsrrnveienenns out of the
window it z (rain) .o, G , exactly like every other day this week.

LSSl s s e clgetafresmed) e 4

T S the cat his breakfast, and s(make) ...........cooviiviiiiiiininins coffee.

H VMR BB i nvnnmsamisasnspninesnnsaness anything, because I'm never hungry in the morning. Then |

B BOY wisnimisna s to the bus stop and 9 (Wait) ....coveviiiiniainnien for the bus. It

10 (NOLGITIVEY osicaran s v sas HSUALSol 11 IWaAIK) cscanniieieish e sainang to the office.

While | 12{Walk) ...ooinreierereceinniesasersseres , | decided once again that it was time to find another job - one
withacar When 1 13(armive) .....cooveiieeiiieiiiiininnns , nobody 14 (WOork) ......oooviiiiiiiiiiniiens =

15 BVeryhody (Balk) - s mnvanes samee e about the weather. The boss

18 (COMRIR) ovsvmsnmaramis i PR and 7o) s S L everybody to start working, but
this 18 (notmake) ...cuiaamaaiaimasiig much difference. | 19(SItdoOwn) .......covviviiviinriinnarinnnens at my
desk and 20 (start) ...... N C— e thinking about football.

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY. Make sure you know all the words in the box. Use a dictionary if
necessary. Then try to correct the mistakes. Find the answers on the internet if necessary.

build climb compose discover make invent paint  write

Galileo wrote ‘Hamlet’ Galileo discovered the moons ofﬁ] uptter.

....................................................................................................

Shakespeare discovered the moons of Jupiter, .. =/ARESpeare wipte Hanlet’,

.........................................................................

Mozart built the Eiffel Tower. ..... e N e e B S A e At R e s e s R e

N = ¥ ¥

........................................................................................................................................

Shali Jelan Invented QVDEMITEL .. cvoesmurmnms rmasvssmsn ey mve s s s sk n s sa br S 58 A A s 5 Fo b A ms AT 48D
4 Alfred Nobel Wiotethe SONGHBIR, ... cinimmsmmions smimmesrm s s s st ks sy s aa s s s s iy aiens

(7]

........................................................................................................................................

5 Sergel Eisensteinbilit theTalMahal: sisisinassnamnss il e e s Savis s e tteire
6 Gustave Eiffel wrote'Pride and Prejutlicel .iiviiicionmesiivmrmsiinssvire rovsasarvnsssagsnenssssssssnsvasssnsnsnsansss
7 Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay composed ‘The Marriage of Figaro! ...

.................................................................................... R e I I )

8 Marie Curle first dimbed Mount BVerest  ..ciii.siiiiusiiosives sssnssivasmissis s v iavssbsbies v ansiinas

0 The novelist Jane Austen painted the 'Mona Lisal ......coiviimeimimmenireiineirim s e sesiosss s ssernas

........................................................................................................................................

0 Internet exercise. What did these people do? Use a search engine (e.g. Google) to find out the

-

answers, if necessary.
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