Future in the Past - Lesson and exercises

‘the future seen from the past which s in tur seen from now”
‘Somebody thinks about the future:
- will bg meeting her later on
‘Sometime later we look back at hm thinking about the future
He knew he would be meatng her later on.
Ithink aboutthe future:
- I going o buy & new computer today
The next day | remembr
I was going o buy a compuer yesterday, but then | realised | couldnt affrd .

pper
~Thera is to be a fax cut

‘Sometime later | remember reading about it

- ead that there was o be a tax cut.

ty include in Future i (. So do this exercise
il a igh

Exercise in

4 fo ¥ “Future
the Past, ignoring the & and C columns for the time being. Then check and click on Show

ABC
1. She said that she would be home by eight ooo
2. He somehow knew that she would be home late ooo
3. I wondered ifshe would be home ather usualtime. O O O
4. She was going to do it yesterday, but forgot ooo
5. She promised she was going do it the next day. 000
6. He asked when she was going o do i ooo
7. She asked me when and where we wera to meatthem. O O O
8. They told us we were to meat them after work ooo
9. We were 1o meet them outside the cinema o000

Standard future forms.

Exre2 ' it
i tanctons. ()

1. Future simple - i

7. Future priec contnuous

events,rather than being part of your plans and intentions.
for

foractions that have aiready been decided, pans, intentions

for events that will be complated before a certain time n the futuro

)
b
)
)
@ for tmetabled and scheduied events
)
)
n
9

for arrangements(e.g. ifs n your diary)

Future in the Past - standard future forms

ply . just
ke in reported speach
Future simple - il changes to would
am /15 /e going to changes to was /were going o
Prasent continuous - </ar2 meaing changes to was /were mesting efc.,

Exercise 3. —
{orthe function and then comverting #inko  pestform.
Eachof looked atin Exercs Where
appropeiats use Brih speling (he program s fusey)
C ooy~ et — vy ~ Vo ol sere - oiah D)
1 Atme age o gn, | ceciea | Taplotunen | grew .
2 Weknewshe] " ot ten hours by the time she ariived at our house:

tr et g 50 5h i ey o oo v 1.

fight N 306,00,

4 Helefthomeearlyashe! " |his cousin off the fight from London.
5 ve nenty e
6 T sunny.

T r—— Jiunen st 9 ¢t

Did it happen or not?

happened or not, but sometimes we may not be able o el

E 4 h ir endings in the

Exercise 4b i don't

e mo  donthnow
1. 1was ng 10 buy & new computer yestersy, o o o
2.1 decided 1 was going o buy a new computer, o o o
5 hougnthe e at i, o o o
4. tloked possbie | woud o te, o o o
5. This bme 1 as gong o be cary, o o o
6. Ias going o cal you earer, o o o
7. 1 wouid o seoinghmater, o o o
2 11hougnt sne was buying e ke, o o o
9. 1as goig to wrt he aport i tha morning, o o o
10,1 knew | o regret whatF st s o o o
1. Fdneard she was gong to st new o o o o
2.1 K he would be gang ot forunch, o o o

) ol started o panic a bi.

©  sol didn'tbother callng.
0 butl decided | coukdn' really afford it
) butinad gotthe; ot

1) 5ol called him befor he et

K) 501 went o the achie shops in Charing Cross Road.
but it completel slipped my mind.
would

the frst form

more often in writen Engish

He would later achieve great success as a TV chef.

Only ter would they find out th truth

Butin subordinate clauses i
tha context

just the past form of il and whether it happened or not depends on

He knew he would be abie to do it
She hoped she would arive in ime
They decided they would skip lunch.

was/were to and was/wers to have + past participle

talk
past Note the folowing

When we use was/were to have + past participle the meaning is simlar to wasfvere.

He was to have frished it by Friday. (but he didnt)

When we use infinit
L e

Many books and websites say there s ahays this difference. But | think sometimes, at
leastinformall, we also use was/were to + infinitive to mean was/vere meantupposed
i Inthis case ve

ofen stress was/wero

y us today. s
And this exampla from Language Leadsr Advanced.
The ministers were to meet at the Parish Fashion Show but itwas cancelied
after the bombs,

would (with main verb) or was/were?

very it f any difierence in meaning between the two.
Later that year he would win the World Championship
Later that year he was o win the Worid Championship

Exercise 51
sentence. (The answers may be open (o interpretation)
T was he man shs v to mary

a) O and spend the estof hr e with.

b) O but she never turmed up to the wedding.
©) O Either ending is equally ikely.

2. Sne s to meet me outside the cnema,
a) O and arived a few minutes after me.

b) O but she never tumed up.
©) O Either ending is equally ikely.

3. 1twas o take them several hoursto put e fre o,
2 O butit ook them two days.

b) O butthey managed itn the end.

4. twas 1o have been the best day of he e,
a) O butitended in isaster:

b) O and that was just what it was.
©) O Either ending is cqually ikey.

5. He was 10 5pend he rest of s ife i Scotang
) O butemigrated to New Zealand.

b) O writing best saling novels.
© O Eithor ending is oqually hkoy.

6. The Games were 10 be heldin Ruriani,
a) O buthad to be moved due to the Rurtanian crsis.

b) O and tumed out o be a great success.

© O Either ending is equally ey,
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