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What is the new year gol ng to bring?

NEW YEAR'S EVE

In Mexico, people celebrate the
start of the new year by getting
together with friends and family.
On New Year's Eve, they have a
special dinner. Then, when the
clock strikes midnight, everyone
starts eating grapes - one for each
month of the next year. A sweet
grape means the month is going

to be a good one. If a grape is sour,

then the month is not going to be
so good.
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Although people around the world celebrate many of the same events, they
, sometimes celebrate these special days quite differently. We found some interesting :
- and unique - traditions for celebrating New Year's Eve, birthdays, and weddings.

BIRTHDAYS

In China, there's an interesting
birthday tradition for infants.

A baby is one year old on the day
he or she is born. One year later,
friends and relatives get together
for the baby’s second birthday.
They put several objects in front of
the baby, such as some money, a
doll, and a book. If the baby picks
up the money, it means he or she is
going to be wealthy. Reaching for
the book means the baby is going
to be a teacher, and picking up the
doll means the
baby is going
to havea lot
of children
one day.

What's this
baby's
future?
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Are the sentences TRUE or FALSE?

1. In Mexico, people eat grapes at a special dinner.

2. Ifyou eat a sweet grape on New Year’s Eve, it means that the year

ahead is going to be good.

3. In China, the family gets together on the day the baby is born.

4. Ifthe baby picks up a doll, it means he or she is going to have a lot
of brothers and sisters.

5. InVenezuela, the bride and groom can sing their promises to love

each other.
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Are these

newlyweds
going to have
good luck?

WEDDINGS

Weddings around the world have
different traditions, and Venezuela
is no exception. Of course, during

a wedding ceremony, couples
promise that they will always love
and take care of each other.
However, in Venezuela, the bride
and groom don't always say their
promises — sometimes they sing
them. Later, during the reception,
the bride and groom sneak away. If
no one sees them leave, it means
they are going to have good luck in
their marriage. And that seems to
be something that all these
traditions have in common - they
are all meant to bring good luck.
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6. Ifthey don’t go to the reception, it means they will have good luck

in their marriage.
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