READING PASSAGE 2 -

You should spend aboit 20 mifmistes on Qwestions I4-26, which are based on Reading Passdage 2
el gam

Nature or Nurture?

A Alew years ago. in one ol Ihe mos! fascinating and disturbing experiments in behavioural
psychology, Stankey Milgram of Yals University tested 40 subjects from all walks of ife tor
their willingness 1o obay instructions given by a ‘leader’ in a situaton in which the subjects
might feal a parsonal distaste for the Aclions they ware calleéd upon 10 parform. Specifically,
Migram told each volunieer "tleacharsubjact’ that the exparimanl was in the nobla cause of
educaltion, and was dasigned io tesi whather or nod punishing pupils for their mistakas
would have a positive effect on tha pupils’' ability to leam.

B Migram's expermeantal sel-up involved placing tne teacher-subject befors a panal of thiry
switchas with labels ranging from '15 volls of eleciricity (slight shock) (o 450 volis
(danger -« sevare shock) in steps of 15 volts each. Tha teacher-subject was (old that
whanever the pupil gave the wrong answer to 8 question. a shock was 10 be administered.
beginning al the lowest lavel and increasing in severity with each successive wrong
answer. The supposead "pupil” was in raality an actor hired by Milgram o simulate receiving
the shocks by emilting a specirum ol groans, screams and writhings logether with an
assornmant of statemeants and expletves denocuncing both tha axperirnant and he
experimenter. Milgram wld the teacher-subbject o ignore the reactions of the pupil. and o
administer whatever level of shock was calied for, as per the rule governing the
experimental situalion of the mament.

€ Asthe experment unfolded, the pupil wouid daliborately give Ihe Wrong answors o
questions posed by the leacher. thereby bringing on various elecirical punishments, even
up to the danger level of 300 valts and bevond. Many of the teacher-subjacts balked at
administering the higher levels of punishment, and turned (o Milgram with questioning
lacks and/or complainis aboln conlinuing e experimednl. In these silualions, Milgram
calmily explained that the leacheradbject was 1o ignora the pupil’s cries for merncy and
carry on wilth the experiment. |1 the subject was slill rebuciant to proceed, Milgram said thai
It was imporian: for the sake of the expariment that the procedure bie fallowed through W
the end. His final argument was, “You have no other eholce. You must go on.' Wihat Migram
was Irying 10 disCover was thae number of teacher-subjects who would e willing 10
administer the highest levels of shock. even in tha face of sirong personal and moral
revulsion against the rules and conditions of the axperimant.

D Prios to carrying out 1he expariment, Milgram explained tis idea to a group of
30 psychiatrists and asked thamm 1o prachct INE average porcontadge of peophe i an
ordinary population who waould be willing 1o admnister the highest shock ievel of 450 volis.
Tha ovaenwhiaiming Consansus was that virtually all tha teachsar-subjects would reluss 10
obey the axperimenter. The psychiatrisis falt that ‘'most subjects wouid not go bayand
150 valts® and thay further articipated hal only fowr per centl would go up 1o 300 volis.
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highast shock of 450 volts. )

Whal were ihe actual results? Wall, over 60 per cent of the 1eachei-subjects continued 1o
abey Milgram up to the 450-volt imit] In repeatitions of the experiment in other countries, the
parceniage of obadient teachar-subjects was @wen higher. réaching 85 per cent in ona
country. How can we passibly account for this vast discrepancy between what calm,
rational, knowledgeable people pracict in the comiorn of their study and what pressured,
lustersd, but cooperative teachers’ actually do in the laboratory of real fife?

One's first inclination meght be o argue that there miust be some sort of buill-in animal
aggression instinct thal was activated by the experimant, and that Milgram's 1eacher-
subjecis were just lollowing & geneglic need o discharge this peni-up primal urge onto ine
pupil by administenng the electrical shock. A modarn hard-cora socioblologist might even
go g0 far as 1o claim that this aggressive instinct evo'ved 25 an advantageous trait, having
been of survyval value 1o our ancestors in heir struggle agdmst the hardships of ile on the

plaing ana In the caves, ulimataly fingding s way into our genatic make-up as a remnant of
our ancen animal ways

An ghiermative 1o tiig nohion of genclic programming is 1o see the leacher-subjects’ aclions
as a resull of the social enviromnment under whikch the experiment was carried out. As
Milgram himsell pointad oul, 'Most subjects in The axpenmant see thelr behaviour in a

lasgar contexl that s benevolent and useful to soclaety — the pursuit of scientific truth. The
peychological laboralory has a strong ¢lasm 19 legitimacy end evokas Wus! and confidence
in thosa who perform there. An action such as shacking a victim, which in isolation appears
@wl, acquires a completely dilferent meaning when piaced n this setting.’

Thius. in thes explanalion (he subect merges s vnigue personality and personal and moral
code with that of larger institulicnal structures, surendering individual proparties lika
loyalty, seff-sacrifice and discipling 1o the service of malevolant systems of authority.

Fere we Nava lwo radicaily aflerent explanations for why so many leache~-subjects were
willing 1o forgo the'r sense of personal responsibility loc the sake of an institutional authority
ligure. The proolem for biologists, psychoiogists and anthropologists is (0 Sor1 out which of
thase two polar explanations is more plausibis. This, in sssence, is the probdem of modam
socobiology - to discover the degrea 1o wnich hard-wired ganetic programming dictatas,
or al least strongly biases, the imeraction of animals and humans with thair environment,
that is, their behaviour. Put another way, sociobiology is concernad with elucidating the
biclogical basis ol all behawviour
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Questions 1419

HReading Passage 2 has nine paragraphs, A—I.

Which paragraph contains the following information?

Wrire the carrect letter A=I in boxes [4-19 an yowur arnswer sheer.

14 a biological explanation of the teacher-subjects’ behaviour

15 the explanation Milgram gave the teacher-subjects for the experiment
16 the identity of the pupils

17 the expected statistscal outcome

18 the geoeral aim of sociobiological study

19 ithe way Milgram persuaded the teacher-subjects 1o continue

QOuestions 20-22
Choose the correct letrer. A, B C aor D,
Write vowr answers in boxes 20-22 on your answer sheet,

20 The teacher-subjects were told that they were testing whether

A a 450-valt shock was dangerous
B punishment helps leaming.

T the pupils were honest.

D they were suited (o teaching.

21 The teacher-subjects were instrucied to
A  stop when a pupil asked them to.
B denounce pupils who made mistakes.

C reduce Lthe shock level afier a correct answer.
n give punishment according to a rule.

22 Before the experiment icok place the psychiatnsts

believed that a shock of 150 volis was too dangerous.
failed to agree on how the teacher-subjects would respond to instructions.
underestimated the teacher-subjects” willingness 1o comply with experimental

procedure.
thought that many of the teacher-subjects would administer 2 shock of 450 volis
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Ouestions 23-26
Do the following statlements agree wilh the information given in Reading Passage 27

In boxes 23-26 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE i the statement agrees with the information
FALSE iff the siaiernent coniradicis the infarmation
NOT GIVEN if there is mo Information on rhis

13 Several of the subjects were psychology students at Yale University.

M4 Some people may believe that the teacher-subjects’ behaviour could be explained as a
positive survival mechanism.

25 Ina sociological explamation, personal values are more powerful than authority.

¥ Milgram's experiment solves an important question in sociobiology.
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