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. PRePaRaTION
ClasSity The INSTRUMENTS: I The, CORRECT gRoUp.
GuITaR bass uiTar dRrUmg fluTe celie
TambouRIne déuble bass bassoon Tuba
XYiobhone Uiohn Saxephone naracas TRUmMpeT
STRING NSTRUMENTY wind NSTRUMENTS PeRcUSSION NSTRUMENTS
Many people would like to

f{//%i wasical
nStrament
chatl [ loarn?

learn how to play a musical
instrument, but they are put
off by one big problem: what
to play? Here are a few
questions to help you decide.

What kind of music do you like?

Many instruments are versatlle but some are more suited to

certain types of music. Although there is some classical
repertoire for the saxophone, for example, people associate it
more with jazz, and it is not a permanent feature of many
orchestras. Some instruments may lend themselves better than
others to the music you like, so consider this before you start.

Do you want to play with other people?

Think about your long-term future as a mu:src&an If you want
to play with other people, what sort of instrument would be
most practical? The initial attraction of playing a dazzling solo
instrument like trumpet, violin, flute or lead guitar might fade
when you realise how many other people are competing with
you to get the main part with the same instrument! If you
want to play rock music, there will always be a demand for
bass players or drummers, and if you fancy being part of an
orchestra, the bassoon is a great bet to make sure you are
always needed.

‘Where are you going to practise?

Many people live in flats and practlsmg ‘the drums for

example, will drive your neighbours crazy. Think about where
and when you are going to practise, as well as the patience of
the people you live with or near Electric versions of
instruments like the piano, drums, quitar and

even violin give you the option of playing into

the night using headphones, while your

housemates sleep in peace. Alternatively, you may need to
consider going to a school or a community centre to practise.

How much money can you spend?

“This is quite a big factor. A lot of instruments can be purchased

in different price ranges, for example, guitars. But this doesn't
alter the fact that many, such as the piano, are always pretty
expensive. If you can't afford your chosen instrument, will you
be able to borrow someone else’s or hire one?

Are there any physical limitations?

If you're small and don't like lifting heavy objects, you won't
want to carry around a double bass. Apart from that, use your
common sense, and don't let your perceived physical
shortcomings put you off. Who says small skinny people can't
play the tuba? It's true that some wind instruments require a
lot of lung power but with the right coaching, everyone can
develop the right technique.

Stlll not sure?

Talk to peopie w:)u know who already pla\y instruments. They
might even let you try theirs. It's also a good idea to find an
experienced music teacher, preferably one who plays a few
different instruments, who can give you some advice and push
you in the right direction.

If you find an instrument you love and that suits your needs,
you'll find the time spent choosing was well worth it. Good luck
with making your choice!
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II. Checking YoUR UndeRSTanding
f. ChOOSe The beST GRTION TO combleTe These SenTences

1. Many peobie: ThINK abouT leakning o musical nSTRUMENT bUT donT because ...

. They haleiT goT endligh Tme T0 PRacTice.
b. They dOnT INou Which STRUMENT T6 ChOOSC.
¢. TheY can'T affoRd o musical MSTRUMENT.

d. TheY ThIOK T Wil be T00 difficLT.

2. If 96U Piay The: Saxephone, ...

a. HYoU can'T play classical music.

b. TheRe MighT be. feuleR OPPORTUIITIES T Play classical muskc.

C. YoU can easily play m an oRcheSTRA.
d. YU Shotld onl Play Jade.

Plabing a POPUIAR SEI0 MSTRUMENT ...

d. 15 The beST Way T0 geT INT6 a band.

b. 15 OY (R Pecble Whe are Really confident.

C. means You Wil aluays: berform. on YOUR oun.

d. can be a dRawback If YU wanT To Piay wiTh 6Theks.

HeCTRIC INSTRUMENTS ...

d. e TOO NOSY If YOU 1Ue TOO Close TO 6TheR beoble.
b. CanT be biaded aT nigh.

C. ke besT (OR PUblc beRnoRmances.

d. ke a 900d idea TO aboid dSTURbING 6TheR Peobie.

CUITARS ...

d. ke NORMaly RelaTvely chea.

b. Re. ONIY (0R BUYERS WITh big bldgeTs.

C. START @uTe: cheab and g Up T0.Ueky expensile.
d. ke WORTh Paying moke money fop.
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6. Bef0Re: ChOeSIng ain MSTRUMENT YUl Shetid ..
(. CONSIdeR The SiZe: and weighT of The MSTRUMENT.
b. aUOid Wind ISTRUMENTS: If YU are Small and Siim,
C. ReflecT on YouR PhySical ImiTarions.
d. make SURe YoU haue The CORRECT Techiigue.

1. A exPerienced music Teachek can ...
¢t Tedl YOu i YU havie: The: abiiry T6 leakn o PARTICUICR NSTIRUMENT.
b. lend YOU ThelR INSTRUMENTS: TO TRY.
C. give You. Vetliable quidance.
d. demonsTRaTe The diffeRent MSTRUMENTS fOR YoU.

. The beST SUMmMary of The allThoRS aTTiude & ...
Q. dONT WORRY, JUST g0 foR Il
b. Pla¥mg an mSTRUMeNT 1§ NOT (OR eleryone.
C. YU can amads change: YoUR mind.
d. cOnSideRng YOuR choice of NSTRUMENT Wil Pay Off i The. (UTURe.

B. COMPIeTe The gaps WiTh a Wekd (ROm The beX. .

Can'T affoRd a 900d ber The RighT coaching lends imself 76
daczng PRYSICAE ShORTCOMINGS PUT Off bY o %
1. Many Peepie are, (discaikaged b4 NOT INOWIng Which MSTRUMENT T0
leain.
2. The SaxePhone, (5 StiiTabke (98 Jall.
3. The INTitl aTTRAacTION of Piatng (amadng  bédian SO0 INSTRUMenT

IMIGhT fade. When YeU RealiZe: how many 0TheR beoble Play IT as well.
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4. Plavmng The dums (@ clede choed If Yo wanT T6 Play in o band.

5. PRACTICING ¢ I6Ud INSTRUMENT e al MighT will (ke JOUR Netghbaliy exTremely
waATared o exaspekaiea.

6. YU Can bORROW OR hike: i INSTRUMENT If YU (e T hetlle endlighimened 19
M4 ne.

1. TUen Smal, Siim People: can Plad The Tuba, SO doivT leT YoUR peRcelVed
(BRIHES O IMiTaTions: whih Y00k beds PUT Yol Off.

8. TUeRYOne can develop The RighT Technigue: WiTh ($omedne Teaching Them 76 d¢
IT wed.

. DISCUSSOn
DO YU, Piay a musical MSTRUMeNT 2
Which INSTIUMENT WOl YoU Ike TO lecin: why?
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