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1.

enjamin Franklin is a giant
of American history, partly
because he was successful

in so many different areas.
Today, he is perhaps
remembered mostly as a
scientist and inventor, but
he was also a publisher, a
musician, a newspaper oOwner,
a politician and a philesopher.
And he was able to do all of this
despite quite a poor background.

FECHA:

READ THE INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH. LISTEN AND COMPLETE THE
MISSING DATES IN THE TIMELINE OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN’S LIFE.

Born in Boston, USA, the eighth of ten
children.

Leaves school after only two years because his
parents cannot afford to pay.

Starts working for his brother James, a printer.

Starts his own printing company in
Philadelnhia.

Becomes owner of a newspaper, the
Pennsylvania Gazette.

Founds America’s first lending library.
Begins to publish the first in a series of
almanacs, yearly books conraining interesting
facts, stories and puzzles, Their success makes
Franklin rich.

Retires from printing to spend more time on
science and experiments.

Publishes important work on electricity.

Carries out his famous experiment with a kite
In a storm.

Becomes the first American Ambassador to
France, and works to improve the relationship
between the two countries.

Retires trom pe litics.

Dies at the age of 84. Funeral is attended by

20,000 people.

2.LISTEN TO ANEWS REPORT ABOUT
FRANKLIN’S FAMOUS KITE
EXPERIMENT. ARE THE SENTENCES
TRUE OR FALSE?

1 Franklin's experiment became well known in America and
other countries too.

2 Acmrdingtothe traditional story, Franklin b-Dught akite

and attached a piece of metal to it.

3 According to the story, Franklin put his hand near the piece

of metal and felt an electrical spark

4 Dr Tom Tucker began investigating the experiment while

working at a university.

§ Dr Tucker first became suspicious after reading Franklin’s

own reports of the experiment
6 Dr Tucker successfully recreated Franklin's experiment
when he used a modern kite.

7 Dr Tucker thinks that Franklin's theories about electri:;ity

were correct, even if his report of the experiment was
invented,
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