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O My wife and [ recently sent our kast child off 1o college. We are ready to sell the house and
travel, but our oldest daughter doasn't have a job and pians b meve back hame. What should
we da?

A Most North Americans expect their children to mave out of the house at eightean. Bul that's
changing. Today, more adult children are returning home to live. Some don't have jobs or can't pay
far the high costs of housing. Some are recently separated or divorced. Most are single, but some
come home with a wile, husband, or chiid, 1pa.

Most parents are happy when their kids come back homae fo five, However, when a son or
daughter can't find a job—or I8 recently divorced—there can be problems. And il their son or
daughter is stifl at home at the age of thirty-five, many parents are na longer hapoy. [

In your case, what If your daughter moves back home?

= Dan't womry. If you and your daughter had a good relationship when she was younger, she'll be
fine. Help her (n any way you can. And it's OK to ask. “How long do you plan on staying?”

» Don't treat your daughter like & child. In our cullure, adull children don't feel good about living at
home, and they don't want to depand on their parents’ help. Tell her vou understand

= Telk to your daughter as an adult Have a discussion abaut paying for expenses and helping with
household responsibilities and chores. such as Kitchen eleanup and doing Lanndry. If yoi and your
daughler talk and try to understand each other, everyane will be hapgier.
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A CONFIRM FACTS Complete each statement,

1 The parents are worried because their daughter ... . .
a wants to mave into their home ¢ doesn’t want to leave their home
b wants to mave away from theirhome  d doesn’t want to come home

2 According to Armin Brott, most North Americans expect children to move out of their
parents’ home when they ....... .

a reach the age of eighteen c findajob
b finish college d get married

3 UNIT3

B INFER INFORMATION Check all the correct answers, according to what Armin Brott says.

1 What are the reasons adult children are moving 2 What are Mr. Brott's suggestions to the father?
back hame? LI to sell his house and go traveling
LI They don't have jobs. [ to discuss chores at home
LI They get divorced. L] to ask his daughter to find a job
U They can’tafford housing. [ to try to understand his daughter
[J They feel good abaut living with their parents. [ to not worry too much about his daughter

(] They want to depend on their parents.
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