Unit 7b page 108 A letter (to the editor) expressing an epinion

A. Discuss

1. Why do you think people write letters to the editors of newspapers and magazines?

| comment | issues | opinion |
To express their and on various

2. Have you ever read any of these letters?

| agreed letters | writers |
I have read such and | with the

3. Would you consider writing a letter to the editor of a newspaper? Why/ Why not?
| express | editor | free | consider | rights [
Yes, | would because people must be to their opinion and fight for their

No, | wouldn't writing a letter to the of a newspaper because it is not in my
character, etc,

B. Read the extract from a newspaper article and the letter to the editor below.

R ——— -
Dear Sir/Madam.,
! ami A concerned reESident and | am writing in
respionse to geour article about the mayor's plans Eo
build a modern shopping centre n Clifton Park.
First of all, | nast agrée with the mwagar thet
a shopping centre would be very convenient
for everybody. In addition to creating more job
apportunities, it would alse offer ws maore options Far
entertammient Who would say no to a ciema comaplex
or a food court with different cuisines, for mstancer

i the other bavid, [t (5 outragecas to even think

: g Lk of of destroying Clifton Park | am very disappornted
STskerday e “_l'_l'lwl AT that the raagor shows such a lack of sensitivity for
n'h;r“rlld‘ ::i:;::—:-:ﬂ:-»:!‘n:l;h: ' envirenmental rssues. Adr pollution s & growing
:l:-.::::el in Clifton Park ‘ probferna fin pMagfield awnd as My Wilson pofnts put

He says it will serve the | o Clifton Parlk wust be saved at all dosts. Surely a move
neads of the reicents and suitable lacation can be Fourdd for the shopping centre
Bt i g il Ffor example, the abandoned warebhouses bebind the
miiphbouring l-'lu-u- Mari»- E R e

veople arc not happy wilh 3

"h""‘d"-"““‘““‘- Cne resides fin conclusion, we do not reed to destroyg

Mark Wilson. wold us, *V Clffton Parke in arder to Bulld the new e
Moncy  peed - shopping Ir shopafmg cdrntra IF vwe sonsioler the L
cenwe! So many rees will | & altermative solutions raore cavefully,
he cut down il the mayor wie caw [ind one that £ accepitable

. to everdgome fn Magfield.

oxygen we bires Yours faitihfully,
where our chi

pluy. We need to save it at L /"Z:Zf//

Paula Weoodhouse

, all costs’

Do vou agree with the writer?
| logical | Maytfield | agree |

| with the writer because she sounds and wants what’s best for .

C. Read the following sentences. Tick the ones that apply to the letter above.

The writer:

1. uses an appropriate greeting and signature Yy 6. refers to specific points made in the newspaper
ending. K article

2. explains why she is writing in the first () 7. expresses her opinion In an aggressive manner.
paragraph =

3. uses rude language. \J 8. makes suggestions.

4. justifies her opinion and gives examples. i ) 9. uses linking words / phrases.

5. uses rhetorical questions for emphasis. o 10. writes In a formal style.
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D. Read the writing task below and discuss the questions that follow in pairs or groups.
Then complete the mind map.

You read this article in a local newspaper. Write a letter to the editor expressing your views on the issue,

According to a survey that was carried out among the
residents of our city last month, litter is the number
one problem our city faces. It is a fact that streets are
overflowing with rubbish and it is even impossible to
enjoy our parks and beaches because of the problem.
At a protest demonstration held outside the city hall |
yesterday, one ungry protester asked our reportier,

‘Whose responsibility is it 1o keep this city clean?
Isn't it time the mayor did something about it?" That
is a good guestion, but aren’t we all responsible for

keeping our cities clean?

1. Why do vou think there is so much litter around?
| overflowing | aren’t enough | irresponsibly | pedestrians | responsible | dustmen |
I think that we are all partly for the problem of litter. Both drivers and litter
without even thinking about it. The fact that there rubbish bins available
obviously makes things worse. It leads to people acting and makes them careless in
how they get rid of their rubbish The problem is made worse by the fact that there aren’t enough

to collect it. As a result, streets, parks and beaches are with rubbish.

2. What kind of problems does it create?

| smell | health | ugly | difficult |

The fact that our parks and beaches are overflowing with rubbish makes it for us to
enjoy them. These places, as well as the streets in some areas, bad and are to
look at. Most importantly however, they are a threat to the of the locals and animals

that live there.

3. What do you think can be done about it?

| recycling | awareness | reduce | solutions | energy | impose | increase |

There are various to this problem. Environmental education can play a

very important role by informing both children and adults about the importance of looking after the

environment in which they live. In this way, more people may be encouraged to take part in
programmes, which help the amount of rubbish we produce and help us

save and materials. Another way to discourage people from littering is to

strict fines. Besides this, we can the amount of rubbish bins available. In this way,

people will be less likely to litter.

Complete the
mind map.
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