Part 1: Unit 7b page 108 A letter (to the editor) expressing an opinion

A. Discuss

1. Why do you think people write letters to the editors of newspapers and magazines?

| comment | issues | opinion |
To express their and on various

2. Have you ever read any of these letters?

| agreed letters | writers |
I have read such and | with the .

3. Would vou consider writing a letter to the editor of a newspaper? Why/ Why not?
| express | editor | free | consider | rights [
Yes, | would because people must be to their opinion and fight for their

No, | wouldn’t writing a letter to the of a newspaper because it is not in my
character, etc.

B. Read the extract from a newspaper article and the letter to the editor below.

Pear Sir/ Maslawa,

| ani a condcermed resident and | an writing in
response to gour article about the magor's plans to
build a modern shopping centre i Clifton Paric.

First of all, I must agree with the magor that
a shopping centre would be very convenient

for éverubody. In addtion te cre
opportunities, it would also offer

g mare jok

s more options for
entertaimmient VWho would say no to a chaerma complex
or a food court with different cuisines, for instance?

On the other hard, it /5 outrageoas to even think
of destroying Clifton Park | am very disappointed
that the vayor shows such a lack of sensitivity fovr
environmental rssues. Adr pellution s a growing
problenn in Magfield and as Mr \Wilson porints out
Clifton Park mwiust be caved at all costs. Surely a move
ziirable [aration can ba Found fov the zhapping centve
for example, the abandoned warehouses bebhind the
train station

i a modem
in Chit
il

scrves the

needs of the roswdents and
also attract shoppars Trom
neighbouring towns. Many
people arc not happy w itk
this decision. One resident, |

i sonclusion, we do mot need to destroy
Mark Wilson, wid o “We -

Clifton Parvk i order to bufld the new S —
shopprimg centre. iFf we consiver the ! 2
altermative solutions mwore cavefully,
we cak find owne that s acceptable
to everyome (n Magyfield.

Yours faithfully.

U

FPawula

| ORYE = .
where ouwr children po
pluy. We need o save i at

; all eosts.’ l i Wwoodhouse

Do you agree with the writer?
| logical | Mayfield | agree |

| with the writer because she sounds and wants what’s best for ;

C. Read the following sentences. Tick the ones that apply to the letter above.

The writer:

1. uses an appropriate greeting and signature () 6. refers to specific points made in the newspaper
ending. . article

2. explains why she s writing in the first ( ) 7. expresses her opinion In an aggressive manner.
paragraph -

3. uses rude language. () 8. makes suggestions

4. justifies her opinion and gives examples. .’_ ' 9. uses linking words / phrases.

5. uses rhetorical questions for emphasis. = 10. writes in a formal style.
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